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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Tunis. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received January 6, 1896.) 


(Ko. 100. Confidential.) 
My Lord, ‘Tunis, December 19, 1896. 

T HAVE tho honour to inform your Lordship that the two Tuaregs whose av 
here on a mysterious mission I had the honour to mention in my despatch No. 84 
the 30th October have returned to the frontier. 

Tam informed by a friendly, and, T think, a good y 
received large presents to induce them to influence their friends towards the Pre 
with the view to future action, commercial or aggressive, in the direction of and beyond 
Ghadames, the ultimate objective | joment Rhat, the capital of the 
Tuareg country, a. strategical posi zx the routes of Central African 
communication both to the valley of the Nile to the east and Lake Tehad to the 
south, 

My informant states that the great advantages that: would accrue to them by the 

the French of Ghadames were pointed out to them, and that they w 
told that the presents t red here were onl of the advantages 
ich these tribes would de helpin 
formant is a man of wealth and position living on the frontier, and his 
would seem to confirm the views which Ihave heard expressed in other 
quarters, notably those of the Resident himself expressed to me, which T have already 
bad the honour of repo 
Thave, & 
(Signed) y. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 2. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 20, 1896.) 


(No. 101.) 
My Lord, Tunis, December 20, 1895. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that this morning Prince Mohamed 
Zarouk, son-in-law and nephew of the Bey, sent his lawyer to this Consulate-General 
to request asylum 

¢ appeared from this gentleman's account that the Prince had taken refuge at his 

house, having escaped from the Palace, where he had been put in prison, maltreated, 

and See te protesting against sume of the Bey's acts connected with money affairs, 
B 








2 


and he now requested the protection of Her Majesty's Consulate-General, as he feared 
the bastinado if he were to return or be taken back. 

‘Tt seemed to me that i was imposible for me under the ciroumetances of: the 
French occupation of Tunis to accede to such a request in the case of any Tunisian 
subject, except in that of a slave, and that such protection would be specially difficult 
in the caso of a near relation of the Bey, so I have begged M. Lefevre to convey to the 
Prince my regret that I cannot give the protection he asked for. 

Thaye further informed the French Chargé @’Affaires unofficially of the matter. 
‘He expressed his thanks for my doing so and for my action, and said that his informa- 
tion put a somewhat different complexion on the causes of Mohamed Zarouk's arrest, 
not quite so favourable to that Prince. 

thought, however, that as I had refused the Prince refuge, I might, in his 
sxpectty ‘as Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, suggest to M. Ritault to vise his 
influence with the Bey towards preventing Mahomed Zarouk from receiving further 
‘Ml-usage, ‘This he immediately promised to do. 
Ihave, &¢. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 3. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received January 20.) 


(No.1, Confidential.) 
‘My Loni, Tunis, January 4, 1896. 
T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that a construction has lately been 
made in Fort Bordj-Djedid, just below the Accropolis of Carthage, which is evidently 
tended for n disappearing gun, if that weapon is not in place already. 

Having from personal observations thought that something of the kind was 
infended, T asked Major Simpeon and Captain Hanly—two English artillery ofcers 
who missed their steamer to Malta—to examine the fort as they went over the 
ruins of Carthage, and they confirmed my opinion. They added that it was 
farmed with four 23-centim. breech-loading guns, which would be practically useless 
to defend the mouth of the harbour of ‘Tunis against iron-clads, and that, moreover, the 
fort could be taken easily from the rear by a small land party. 

‘hese officors also went to Bizerta, and informed me that, in addition to the battery 
(Fort d’Espagne), 75 ft. above the sea, of four 22-centim. breech-loading guns, there 

now underneath it an earthwork commanding the mouth of the canal for a battery 
of field gun: 

‘They confirmed my report as to the Djebil-Roumadia being the most powerful of 
the two batteries, as to its armament, and as to both these forts being easy to take 
from the land. Major Simpson said, indeed, that he did not think that they could be 
intended for more than to defend Bizerta from a sudden raid, as they would be harmless 
against a heavy fire. 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 4. 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Consul-General Haggard. 


ir, Foreign Office, January 22, 1896. 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 101 of the 20th ultimo, reporting the 
circumstances in which Prince Mahomed Zarouk had applied, through his lawyer, 
M. Lefdvre, for an asylum in Her Majesty’s Consulate-General. 
T approve your refusal to entertain this request, as well as the subsequent steps 
which you took'in the matter. 
um, &e. 


SALISBURY. 


Ta 
(Signed) 


SS 


No. 5. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received February 3.) 


(So. 2. Confidential.) " 
Twnis, January 6, 1808. 

wet se ty attention 

ind the 


men to use i 
repeal of this obnoxiou 
—of all people, the edit 
ee ow to get out of the dificulty, but 
Communiqué” in the # Dépéche” that the 
ing applied to cases actually 
shold ied till the 


et did sond for Signor Fabri for some purpose or other T myself know, 
yet aia ato be present when Baron Cotta, the Acting First Secretary of 


. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received February 3.) 


a 4.6 ‘onfidential.) 5 oe a 
rd. reference to wy immediately preceding despateb,* I have the honour to 
ee roe ie hip that [learnt to-day from the Reside 's Chef du Cabinet Se no 
inform Jomunication, as that which was reported in the “Unione,” passed, betvoet 
SE Millot and the Italian Agent and Consul-General, with reference to the drawing Th 0 
wi her Treaty between Ttaly and Tunis to take the place of thate lately denowrest 
that statement being si mpl ogcouaotion ‘of one from the “Tribuns,” the editor o 

ic js the father of that of the “Unione.” 
Tn ap aomever, scemed to be of the opinion, which is generally held here, tat 
ML. Macchiavelli's departure is not unassociated with that, subject, even though th 

tonal aftirg pleaded by M. Machiavelli as the cause for his sudden ceparture, Othe 
Pereipt of a telegram fromm Rome may also possibly have had something 10 0 Wt 
these personal affairs being supposed to be ‘hi with to ‘be appointed to the now vac 

ol in Agent and Consul-General at Cairo. : 

post of Taian Agefore had the honour of reporting, I have observed lately a distinct 
indication on the part of the French Resident, of a rapprochement towards, 106 i.e) 
‘hgent and Consul-General and his Colony, but itis fmpossible for me.to J0BE Tot: 
JETS the result of a hint from his Government, and, if 0, whether this is 9 Met or 
Of their general or merely of their local policy, or, on the other hand, whistles Tt 
merely archange of front on the part of ML. Millet himsclf. T have sso, Wt” ‘7%, 
Intely’ whether this increase of cordiality was, not, to a. certain, exer) Tt 
crenvs, under the mask of a certain cynical indifference reciprocated on the 
side. is c Residency of 
M. Dobler volunteered the statement that they knew nothing at the Residency 
the rent which the newspapers report as having been concluded. betwoon, )0t 
Te difesand M. de Courcel with reference to the revision of our Sreaty, but stated that 
they knew that his Excellency had approached your Lordship on the sulject. 


> Reporting the sudden departure of the Halian Consl-General for Home, 





_—_<________ 





4 
OF course, if Italy has already come to an independent arrangement with France, 


‘the argument against our yielding to French wishes on the matter woald seem to fall to 

‘the ground ; but if she have not yet done so she would, in the event of our coming to such 

gu arrangement, find herself isolated, and be forced io accept the terms cietated to her 
ny France. 

‘The Austro-Hungarian Consul-General remarked to me to-day, in speaking of the 
newspaper statements on the subject, that he did not believe them, for he did not think 
it likely that England would make such an arrangement unless she should have come to 
some previous agreement on the matter with the other Powers, of which Austria was 
‘one, which depended in their relations with Tunis on the preservation of the most 
favoured-nation clause in our Treaty. I replied that I had no information on the 
subject. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No.7. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received February 13.) 


(No. 5, Confidential.) 
iy Lord, Tunis, January 28, 1896, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, meeting last night the Resident 
fat the house of the Austrian Consul-General, we had a'conversation as to the statement 
that has appeared in the papers, that an arrangment bad been concluded between your 
Lordship and the French Government for the revision of the Treaty of 1875 betireen 
England and Tunis 

Although M, Millet stated that he had no information as to the details of this 
arrangement, he took it for granted that the report was true, and that it would embrace 
amongst other things the substitution of a terminable for the existing Treaty in 

petuity, and the renunciation of the most-frvoured-nation clause as applying to France, 
1s which, he said, he had specially pressed on his Government. He added 
0 our eotton goods, there would be no objec 


right to unders letting in French goods free or at a lower rate 

He seemed spi ed at the advantage which, as 1 had the honour of showing 

yy immediately preceding despatch, this supposed arrangement would give France 
in her discussion of the terms of her new Treaty with Italy; and his Chef de Cabinet, 
who called upon me this morning with reference to another matter, said: “Now we can 
deal with Italy as we like, whereas had this arrangement not been previously entered 
into, she would have been able to say that she had little or no interest in concluding a 
fresh ‘Treaty on the terms we required, as she eould always enjoy the privileges of yours.” 

n to say that, under these circumstances, it was evident that before 
entering into this arrangement Her Majesty's Government must have come to some 
previous understanding with Italy on the subject. 

Of course, as U have no knowledge either of the conclusion or of the discussion of 
any such arrangement, all that I had to do was to listen to the remarks of M, Millet 
and his Chef de Cabinet, and report them to your Lordship. 

Uhave, &, 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 


No. 8. 


Sir Clare Ford to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 1.) 


(Wo. 33.) 
(Tetegraphic.) P. Rome, April 1, 1896. 
"HE reports which have appeared in the newspapers respecting a’ possible advance 
‘of France in the direction of Tripoli, and information which has reached the Govern 
ment from other sources cause them much anxiet 
Should such a step be really contemplated by the French Government, it would 


Jead to serious results, and there would be a perfect explosion of foeling in this 


Tyould be obliged if your Lordship could send me any information which Her 
“Majesty's Government may possess on this matter for communication privately to the 
Tolan Government, 





No. 9. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir Clare Ford. 
(No. 85, af 
& hie) Pr. Foreign Office, April 7, 1896. 
FOUR iclogeam of the Ist instant, inquiring whether Her Majesty's Government 
are in possession of any information on the subject of a possible movement on the part 


of France in the direction of Tripoli. 
‘There is no information in the of Her Majesty's Government as to any 
such design, nor do they think it probable that it is seriously entertained by France. 





No. 10, 
Sir Clare Ford to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Reeeived April 18.) 


19. Confidential, 
iy Lom’, : Rome, Aprit 10, 1896, 


WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram No, 35 of the 7th instant on the 
subject of French designs on Tripoli, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that 
T duly communicated to the Duke of Sermoneta, Minister for Foreign Affairs, the 
information contained therein, and his Excellency expressed to me his great satisfaction 
at hearing it 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) FRANOIS CLARE FORD. 





No, 11. 
ConsulGeneral Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 14.) 


iced ‘ ‘Tunis, March 27, 1896. 

‘ON’ the 30th of last November I had the honour of receiving a cot tion 
from your Lordship, in ‘¢ Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranea 
Tih gmake theinatgemants uecomery Ors inte asters een 
the coast of Tunis on a tour of inspection, but Sir Michael 
able to spare a ship at that moment 

that it was convenient to him to " 
your Lordship, who, in your telegram of the 21st ultimo, authorized me to 
Of this offer. j 

stay of 
four days in Tunis, proceeded on her voyage. ; 

This interval was spent in the receipt and retuen of official i ter- 

of the officers who were, with myself, invited by the Fr enoral 
jeiner, at the close of which he bid them welcome in « few chosen words. 

M. Millet informed me that he had given instructions to the various authorities at 
the places we were going to visit that every a be given and every 
attention shown fo us—and gave instructions to that effect in my presence to the Con- 
tidleur of Kairwan, requesting him to provide carriages to take the officers from 
Kairwan to the extraordinary Roman remains of El-Djam—thus enabling them to 
see those remarkable places during my two days’ stay at Suse, a round of about 
150 miles ; 

Leaving Tunis on the moming of the 27th the “Fearless” proceeded first of all 
north to Bizerta—being the frst English man-of-war that has entered the new port. ‘The 
ship went in without any difficulty, the soundings giving 54 fathoms—thus setting at 

(886) 





TTT TIT} 








French—this depth, they say, is 
of 60 metres before the slope begins, t 
the sea 196 metres, and for that ert the lake 100 metres 

ea inside the lake, just off the spot indicated for the proposed “ pare 
atarilice® ool seecivod and rotund ofl vist aflorwerds attending’ dinner given 
by the French Controleur. 

‘The next morning the representative of the Company of the Port of Bizerta came off 
und took us to visit the fishery station, a monopoly of the Company—the income of which, 
together with that of the Goletta and Porta Farina fisheries, amounts to about 4,001. 
a-yerr—they claim 6,000/., but this appears to be doubtful. They have, it would appear, 

yet not much more than this to pay interest on the sum of 200,001. spent by them 
in the construction of the works, not to mention that on the 200,001. given them by the 
‘Tunisian Government in addition to the right of all land they can reclaim. 

Mounting the hill we saw the inner lake, where all the navies in the world could 
be secure from attack from the sea, save by the narrow entrance of the canal 

Some of the officers and I lunched subsequently with Mr. Bourke, the British 
Consular Agent, giving them an opportunity of examining the fort of Jebel Roumadia. 
‘There is no difference tof four 22 centim. (9-inch) guns, and four quick- 
fing gon, wth abel since my at vist 

fe then went back to the town, and by climbing the hill behind saw perfectly right 
{nto the fort beyond the Fort d’Espagne. ‘The armament of four guns is unaltered, but 
Cotmmander Gladstone said that he was convinced that their calibre was not as lange as 
that of the other battery, an opinion which was confirmed by some of the other officers 
iho wore able to take rough drawings of the interior, showing the magazine, &. ‘They 
Heclared that these eannon were not more than 6-inch or at most T-inch, and that they were 
‘ofa different construction to those in the Jebel Roumadia, being much shorter i 
Contrary to the information from French sources hitherto furnished to Her Majesty's 
Consulate-General by Mr, Bourke, and from other directions. 

‘At Bizerta, the colony of Maltese, though small, bears a large proportion with 
reference to the interests of other European nations. ‘They own a considerable amount of 
land surrounding the town, ond of house property wit Mr. Bourke owns a very 
large tract of land, in the centre of which is situated the fort of Jebel Roumadia, tho 
French Government having acquired the site from him. He also does a very large 
in olive oil and coro, and owns several olive mills in the district. He is by far the In 
landowner and merchant in the place, and I atm pleased to hear tbat be is on thoroughly 
good terms with all classes in the town and district, including the French officals, with 
Whom it is somewhat difficult for an Englishman in his position to agree officially, and in 
matters of private business. 

Situated about 20 miles from Bizerta is another F 
finest farms in the Regeney ; and Mr. Pilter, the large 
owns by fir the best managed property in Tu 

We left after dark and bad tio difficulty in. going through the canal ia whieh, during 
the time that we were there, the current ran at about the rate of or 4 knots, Th 
seems to be a great divergence in the views of different residents as to the rate of this 
Current, some declaring that it sometimes reaches 8 knots, others that it never exceeds 
S knots. ‘The plans for combatting it are for the moment in abeyance, us the Tunisian 
Governinent has refused the request of the Company to undertake the works necessary for 
that purpose, and neither their own pecuniary position nor prospects of the harbour would 
"ppent to jusiy the very considerable additional outlay necessary. 

“They appear now {o despair of getting any trade to speak of for many years to come, 
aud are devoting their attention to attempting to compete with Algiers and Malta as a 
Coal depdt. They have now about 2,000 tons of coal waiting on their wharves belonging 
toan Hogish Company, I learnt subsequently at Malta that there was some prospect of 
some of the English coal merchants there setting up establishments at Bizerta; but these 

hough probable, did not seem yet to have taken any definite 
g could exceed the civility and cordiality of all the officials, both to the officers 
‘and to myself. 
think that the visit of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Fearless” bas been useful as affording 
opportunity of putting to the test of practical experience the statements as to naviga- 
tion, armament, &., which have beeo made, and as. giving a number of English naval 
officers an opportunity which they have uever had before of seeing what the place is really 


|, who owns one of the 
‘of English machinery, 


1 


like from a naval and military point of view, This is the view which they themselves 
have expressed on the subject. 

‘They will doubtless farnish the Admiralty with Reports on the technical 
which have already been so exhaustively treated by this Consulate-General that it 
pecessary for me todo more than allude to them briefly in this Report. 

“The “Fearless” left Bizerta at nightfall on the 28th, and arrived at Gallippia, on 
the other side of Cape Bon, on the next moruing. 

"This little known place would well deserve visiting from a picturesque point of view, 
if it were only for the very remarkable Spanish fortress crowning the summit of a 
precipitous bill, rising some 500 or 600 feet the sea, 

We were received on landing by the son of Mr. Conversano—the British Consular 
agent—he himself being away ill, by the Tanisian Kaid, by the French Contrdteur, by the 
Jeading inhabitants of the district, and by a large concourse of natives, many of them on 
horseback and bearing banners. 

The Controleur’s, head-quarters are at Grombatia, whence he bad ridden 50 miles to 
receive me. A breakfast was prepared in a tent erected on the sand, the town being about 
a mile away. 

We sat here for some time watching a very elaborate and interesting fantasia, and 
native dances representing the usual Arab themes—love a We then mounted 
horses, and riding through a richly cultivated and fertile plain I called at tho house of 
Mr, Conversano, and then rode to the hill I have mentioned above, This must have been 
@ very important fortress in former times, Its more recent, still 
thorough repair externally, and in it are still several rusty ca igth and 
position must have rendered it practically impregnable formerly, as it dominates, th 
fea on one side and the plain on the other. I have been informed by a French officer 
that the reconstruction of this fort, with the view of rendering it effective to contain and 
resist modern artillery, is contemplated. Apart from the extraordinary natural advanta, 

fers, this is likely'in view of its ‘the extreme southern point embraced in the 
military plan for the defence of the Regency in case of European invasion. 

loses a large the middle of which sses of apparently 

vide informed me that the whole of the 

y supported some of 

«i frou apertures above, ‘This is still in perfect preservation and 


"After examining this interesting Castle we rode down the bill to the sea, where are 
the remains of the ancient city, looked ut the fragments of the former double harbour, and 
nt where we had another phase of the fantasia and the 
board delighted with the visit to this out-of-the-way spot, where there 
gle boat, in what must at one time have been a port of considerable 
importance. 
It appears likely that at soine t 
are opened, Galippia may again become an impor re, for, though the olives are few 
‘and bad, it is a splendid corn-growing district ; perhaps this is owing to the fact of the 
abundance of water, w! {good for the one, but bad for the other—there are 7,000 wells 
n the neighbourhood, from 3 to 5 yards deep only. ‘The soil for coreals is so rich and 
rr tint after the Earley erp ite ‘usual to have another erop of Indian corn. The 
Tench have hardly got any colonists there, for two reasons, which really depend on each 
‘other. The first, the fact that the land is dearer there than anywhere else in the Regency ; 
the second, that the Arab holdings are very small and difficult to purchase, are also, 
for the same reason, very few other Europeans: ans who work with the Arab owner 
‘on the “ merasa” system, ie. they work and plat id tuke half the crop. The 
largest proprictar ie Mr, Convers, the British Consular Agent. ‘The Maltese colony is 
small but flourishing. ‘The produce is sentall over the Regency, supplying the deficiencies 
‘of, as this year, a bad harvest in the south, as, the whole being irrigable, there is 
never a bad burvest at Galippia. Were the suicidal tobacco monopoly—one of the many 
‘causes which interferes with the progress of the country—removed, the pein of Galippia 
would become even more valuables it produces tobacco of all kinds, and of very superior 
quality. 
‘The “ Fearless” left at noon, and arrived at Susa at nightfall. ~ 
‘Mr. Gales, the British Vice-Consul, came at once on board, and, on landing later, wo 
were met by the Freneh Contrdlear and his suite, who conducted us to dine at his house, 
where we met the Arab Governor, the Officer Commanding the garrison, and the other 


{ received the official visits of the Maltese colony and of the 
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Consular Body, and, after breakfast, visited the town, the barracks, and the exceedingly 

interesting manufactory for extracting oil by means of sulphuric acid from the refuse of the 

lives after it has gone through its first crusbiog. I propose to write short 

aap this subject, which is one which may be of importance to various British 
justries, 

‘Susa is 4 town of some 20,000 inhabitants. It is beautifully situated, and very 

healthy, ‘The streets are paved and wonderfully clean, It is on the whole the brightest 
ooking town I have seen in the East. 
__ {tis a rich, and an increasingly rich town, the source of its wealth being now, as it was 
in the time of the Romans, and even of the Carthagenians, the olive tree, which makes a 
forest of all the surrounding country. ‘There are about forty olive mills, many of very large 
construction, in and around Susa, “The surrounding plain is full of large and prosperous 
villages, which discharge their produce into Susa, whence it is distributed to various ports 
of the Mediterranean.» One of these so-called villages is a town the population of which 
is estimated at 20,000 inbabitants, Its name is Emescken, the translation of which is 
“The Unhappy,” hut t snoter, for it is apparently a very prosperous place. 


In good years a great deal of grain is also grown in the district, and then the barley is 
of such exceptional quality for brewing purposes that it is much sought after in England, 
where it appears under the name of «Algerian beri 
rare, a, W 


stogetier. 


” ‘These good years are, however, 


yen the rain does not fall in the early spring, the crop may, as this year, fil 


on an average one year in four is really bad. In such years the 
vast_plain of central ‘Tunis is, as now, a desert, where in good years there are many 
hundreds of square miles of waving grain. In 1894, which was a good year, there was 
exported into France, according to the trade Return, from the port of Suss alone wheat to 
the value of over 3,000,000 fr., and barley to the value of considerably over 1,000,000 fr. 
npossible to estimate how much goes to England, as in the saine year the 
xtent of 9,000 fr. was sent there, whereas 
that year he himself, one of many, shipped 

barley to England to the value of over 200,000 fr. 

‘Phe landing at Susa is at present an open roadstead, exposed to the north and east 
winds, but works are in progress, of which T have the honour to inclose a plan,® which, at 
the cost of some 6,000,000fr., will provide the town with a safe harbour of about 
30 or 35 hectares, of which 13 hectares, or nearly 30 acres in extent, will be dredged to a 
depth of about 20 feet. It is estimated that those will be concluded in two years, when it 
tiny, pousbly te auppoted that the town will attain greater importance in every way, 
specially as by that time it will be connected by rail with the other ports of the Regency, 
‘and with Algeria, ‘This line will be extended to Kairwan, and thereby tap the great Arab 
certro ofthe Regency, whedce low many caravan streams in all directions, specially to the 
south. 

It is useful to. notice that Susa will thus become an even more important feeder of 
English goods for the interior than it is now ; and I may mention that, a few weeks back, 
Tobserved that at Kairwan, and io all the district towns which I visited during a trip I 
took in the interior, the bazaars and shops were full of English cotton goods to the 
practical exclusion, I may say, of those of any other origin, although the trade Returns gi 
no sign of this, as, for instance, at the port of Susa, French textiles figure nearly as largely 
as do English, whereas there is absoluely no comparison between the amounts really 
imported from the two countries in the actual supply—one of the plans being 
informed on the best authority, to count the goods coming in French bottoms as French. 
Now, as there is only one direct line of steamers from England, 
tranship, generally into French boats, at Marseilles or Malta, and cot 
in the trade Returns as French goods. It is useful to bear this i 
consideration of the value of our trade in cotton goods—ehiefly here, which, though it is, 
for the reasons I have stated, impossible to estimate, is really very great, far exceeding in 
value that of France, indeed, that of all other nations put together, and which, more- 
over, as the French gradually open up the routes to the south by roads and railways, 
i le of indefinite extension among the teeming populations of the interior. 

British colony is by far the most numerous and the richest ; almost all the trade 
is in their hands, and they number amongst them several large landowners and house- 
holders. ‘The principal merchants in English cotton goods are British subjects. They 
also occupy themselves largely in the manufacture of olive oil, and own several large mills 
in the district, A very important manufactory of bricks and tiles, which supplies the 
whole Regency and Tripoli, also is owned by a British subject. The colony have at their 
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‘heed Mr. Galea, the British Vice-Consul, a gentleman of considerable wealth, in whose 
hands, in addition to a large trade in grain, is the principal export of esparto grass. He 
sets the colouy an admirable example of intelligence and honourable dealing, and is highly 
respecied by all classes—including the French authorities, who spoke to me in the highest 
terms of his value as a citizen. 
‘The garrison of Susa consists of about 1,600 men, made up of eight co 
of tirailleurs—nalive troops—a battery of artillery, and a few engineers, Army Service 
Corps, &c. There is accommodation for 3,000 men, including barracks for cavalry. About 
1,600 more men are quartered! in various towns in the military distriet—two companies at 
Kairwan, one at Zaghouan, one at Monastir, &e, 
On’ the iird I drove with Mr. Galea ‘to Monastir, about 15 miles dist 
though not more than two-thirds of that distance by sea, ‘The offing is, howe 
from the port—which, again, is so far from the town, 3 wiles—that it was advisab 
by road. 
We drove through a sandy waste forming one of the ** Schotts” of this country 
st a beautiful oasis, then through « fertile plain until by the Arab 
fovernor, the French Consular Agent, and Mr, Portelli tie English Consular Agent, 
Monastir is a very clean and: picturesque town of some 6,000 inhabitants, "Tt bas 
y fishery and some olive mills, It seems a flourishing place enough, but from the 
sand the comparative swmallness of the fertile district, added to its 
though the surrounding land is productive and well 
portance. 
nlertained at breakfast by the 


Agent and at a Dercle International,’ 


returning the 
to Suse. 

In Monastir, though the British colo my 
much richer and has more commerce in its chant doing the largest 
trade in the whole Regency is a British subject. at Monastir. He has dealings with Malta, 
Marseilles, and all the principal oil centres of the Mediterranean, and has thereby gained a 
very large fortune. I remarked here, as elsewhere, that all the shops were filled with 
English cotton goods. 

On the follon yy we proceeded to Mehdia, the city of the “ Mabdi,” the 
“ Altica” of the Span id of the Knights of St, Jol 

‘The remarkable position of this town, built as i 
at its point, a mile long, jutting out into the sea, th ‘not over 100 yards 


in wideh, accounts for its iniportance and fame as a fortress nt and medivev 
ns still exist, while the old Phoenician inner 
and 


ending in a height 


Considerable traces of the Koman fortitica 
arbo emains, and all the rising ground is still hollowed for the storage of wat 
The Castle, probably built in. its present form by the Spaniards, though bearing 
Workmanship, and doubtless occupying the site of a far more ancient 
ing object from the sea—at the point of the peninsula, Tt is in u 
as, indeed, is the other Castle lower in the city, while the town itself 

is clean and flourishing. 

It numbers about 8,000 i «, including some hundreds of Buropeans. 

¢. Violante, the British Consular Agent, accompanied by the French “Contrdlenr 
Soppléant,” came on board direct! e dined with the latter that 
evening, being met on landing by a large cone z 
‘ho followed us to his house, while the searchlight of Her Majesty's ship * 
up the ancent port and picturesque batlrnents of the fortifications. This creat 
effect on the Arabs, as it appears that no English man-of-war has been here sin 
when Admiral Tryon paid the place a visit in the  Monare ‘ 

Mehidia must have been a town of great importance in Phanician times, as it appears 
that a rising, rocky ground, extending along the sea for 11 ki filled throughout it 
entire length by Phoenician tombs, many of which have, however, been rifled by their 
Roman and Arab successors, aul used over agai 

‘As the President of the Municipality offered to open one of these tombs for us next 
day, we landed at 9 a.at, amidst a large crowd, and drove about 4 miles from the town, 
where two tombs were in course of excavation ; ove of these was found to have been 
rifled before; the other had a tomb on each side of the central chamber which was filled 
‘with earth. "OF these the larger had also been visited, bat the smaller, opposite but lower 
down, had escaped observation. On removing the large slab of rock forming the. door 
‘were seen two slabs on the vaulted chamber, on one of which three bodies had been placed 
apparently, from the position of the bones, in a sitting position, as was the caso with the 

[S86] D 
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so-called body of Agamemnon at Mycene. Amongst the bones were numerous articles off 
Hery, lamps, pilsbers, and cups of Demutifol pro ghey with the exception of 

lumps without any pattern engraved or painted. Perhaps the most curious tt 

tomb was a small pot of rouge, which was so perfectly preserved that it might still be as 
usefial toa modern lady as it was to the Phoenician belle by whose side it was placed in 
readiness in case she should want it in her passage through Hades. 

‘Having photographed the tomb as it was when opened, we returied to the town, and, 
after breakfasting together with the French “ContrOleur” and other Notables with the 
British Consular Agent, returned on board in the afternoon. A gentleman, one of the 
principal British merchants, when at Mr. Violante's house, expressed his delight at my 

in a man-of-war, which would, he said, have a very good effect—a sentiment which, 

I, he shared with all British subjects on the coast. 

‘Mehdia appears to be a prosperous place ; the trade is improving, and, though placed 

is between the larger ports of Susa and Sfax, it is not Tikely, for long years at all 
events, to regain the importance which they have taken from it, its position with reference 
to the fertile back country must, as that becomes repopulated, always give it a certain 
importance, specially as the surrounding land is rich and well cultivated. The French 
Controleur™ stated that it was worth from 307. to 401. an acre—as much, that is to say, 
as land in northern France. I observed here the best crops | had yet seen, better even 
than those at Galippia, although this year, throughout the south of the Regency generally, 
there vest. Here, as clsewhere, all the population is clothed in English 
cottons. ‘The experts are chiefly, as elsewhere on the coast, oil, grain, und a little halfa 
(esparto ane) trade is improving generally. Mr. Violante, the British Consular Agent, 

an intelligent young man, He is one of the wealthiest inhabitants, ap 


much respected), and was spoken of in high terms by the French “ContrOleur 
and by the other people with whom I conversed. 
Leaving Mebdia on the evening of the 4th we reached Sfax early the next 


‘The British Vice-Consul and the French Administrative and Manicipal authorities 
came off to the “Fearless,” and on Ianding we were greeted by the usual throng of 
ple, 


ng we found carriages ready, 60 as to enable us to visit what I can only call 
the forest of olives, which extends uniaterruptedly 40 kilom. into the interior by about 
50 kilom, along the coast, and comprises over two millions of trees. 

This plantation was only begun about fifty years ago. It is still continuing, and it is 
not too much to hope that ultimately Tunis may, by taking an example from Sfax, regain 
the wealth and importance that it had in the time of the Romans. 

It is impossible to ride through the interior without every few hundred paces coming 
cross the ruins of an ancient Roman olive mill or villa. ‘The cisterns for the storage of 
water are innumerable, and require but little Inbour to be made as useful as they were 
cighteen centuries back. Every watercourse shows traces of dams for facilitating irriga- 
tion, while every 20 or 25 miles one comes across the ruins of a Intge city with baths, 
amphitheatre, triumphal arches and temples. ‘This wealth was chiefly owing to the 
clive, and Sfax shows that there is no reason why this prosperity should not be 
restored, 

Tt might be supposed that this planting is due to French influence. This is not the 
case for it was undertaken and earried out chiefly before the French ‘occupation, and the 
irevent system, which isu very perfect one, is only thet which they found to foree on their 
arrival 

It is as follows :— 

‘Waste land of a sandy nature is bought from the Government at 10 fr. a hectare 
(rather more tham 2 meres). 


n 


‘This land is then given by the purchaser to an Arab peasant, who plants the treca 
and ploughs the land, not leaving a stone or n weed visible. “The trees are planted fro 
30 to 25 yards apart—thus giving each tree ample breathing space. ‘The peasant works 
the lend for seven years, after which time the olive begids to give.a fair crop. After this 
period the plantation of olives is divided into two equal portions, for which Tots are drawn, 
Fee portion becoming the absolute property of the peasant, the other remaining in the 
fands of the original proprietor. Tt is calculated that in this way the actual outlay to the 
original proprietor for the trees in his portion comes to about 5 fr. each. ‘The 
neat olive trees in Sfax are calculated to bring in now about 3 fr. a-year each. 

‘On reaching the highest point in the forest, about 14 miles from Sfax, we found 
some tents pitched, and were greeted by the Arab Governor and hi 
tolneb, From this point as far as and fortber than the eye could reach, 
direction, were apparently endless rows of flourishing ol a 

ree returning to the town I received the British Colony, and was met by the Civil and 
Ecclesiastical authorities. re y 

The principal Notables of the town were invited to mect us, and afterwards we 

ned on board. ai ae : 
Teturi nay be supposed, the principal article exported is olive oil, ‘There js also a very 
important sponge fishery, which is mostly carried on by Greek fishermen, although a few 

‘and Maltese also engage in the fishery. At the moment we were ut Sfax there 
rere over 250 Greek fishcrmen's three-tnasted boats lying in front of the town, ‘There is 
Zito a considerble exportation of esparto grass, which trade ie entirely in British hands, 
‘and is, consequently discouraged, greatly injured, in fact, by the French autho 
though the collecting of this grass gives employment to a 
senor a Mia years off scarcity or famine it ts the chief, if not the only, means of 
aa Fs y of English 

“This shortsighted policy on the part of the French, dictated by jealousy of Engl 
centerprie, fatal on the face of it to the interests of the country which they protect it 
fair aim of what would be their action if they had the power of strangling our trade in 
tifa and other English goods, for if froma mere policy of blind jealousy they are prepared 
fo encounter loss and injure a trade which they acknowledge to. be advantageous, and to 
brine money into the country, how much more would they do so towards ono which, 
= ag to their ideas of political economy, sted Gia preted of France 

ire fs a fair export of grain, but not eo large as from Susa . 

Fae a rcobe ts the mst numerous and the wealthiest, the Talians coving 
neat, there being very few Freach sctiled in the district, apart from the Government 
officials eis, 
“\ iarge number of olive groves are owned by various members of the British Colony, 
pamela e are the potal ‘merchants of the town, the English trado being almost 
if not quite in their hands. eet 

rity works of the port, which are to cost only 60,0001., are in progress. have the 

The work ot toe Po Meat tf ax is anticipated, the projected Tie ftom Gaia 

1c deposits there—which are said to equal, 
hhave a very prosperous future before her. 

the south-east and south winds, the 

the distance 


of preventing shipwrecks. 
wn onssts of about 1,200 men of all arms 
under a Colonel. , : ; 
We left for Gabes the night of the Sth March and acrived the next orton, | n 
British Consular Agent and the Contrdleur came off (o visit us but unfortanately I 
not well and was unable to accompany them on shore, but, as I was there le yout th 
did not matter much. Gabe is practically a new place founded by the French for ittary 
and commercial reasons as being the nearest place ou the cout 8 basso ‘operations fn 
direction of the Soudan, specially with reference to Ghadam : 
the drewould appear that the aggresive itentions entertained by or ncreited to the 
French lost year have been allowed to drop, at al events for the present, while even the 
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‘eommercial movements -which were in contemplation have shown no sign of life, It is of 
‘course impossible to say wether this is dve to the initiation of the French Government, 
fF to the fact that the Resident-General has found his bands sufficiently filled by matters 
of internal administration. Whatever may be the eause, General Allegro's semi-military, 
‘semi-commercial, caravan, the formation and aim of which were announced last year with & 
flourish of trumpets, would seem to have died a nataral death, while, with the exception 
of the arrival of one caravan laden with dye, there seems to have been no intercourse for 
along time with Ghadames or its neighbourhood. 

It muy, however, prove that when M. Millet has time and opportuaity he may, if he 
stops here, give effect to his avowed intentions which T had the honour of reporting last 
year, for which Gabes will probably be the basis of operations, but I think it probable 
that, whateyer he may say to the contrary, unless circumstances alter the policy of Europe 
at Constantinople or elsewhere, these are hardly likely at present to involve any aggression 
on Ghadames, which is indisputably Turkish territory, and is moreover a point to which 
the Porte attaches considerable value, not only with reference to their prestige, but also as 
being an important trade centre, as the different caravan routes from the whole of Northern 
and Central Africa converge here, reaching from the Atlantic on one side to the Upper 
Nile on the other. Whilst at’ Malta Captain Ewart, the Military Secretary to. the 
Governor, told me that from what he had observed during a recent visit to ‘Tripoli he did 
not think that much trade was actually passing through that town to Ghat through 
Ghadames, but that the road was open. ‘This may, however, be only owing to temporary 
causes, and, such as it is, this is the trade which the Freach would like to tap and to 
direct into and through Tunis and Algeria, and it is hardly likely that the Porte will allow 
them to do so without at least a diplomatic struggle, which under present tances 
the French Government may hardly consider it opportune to provoke. But there is 
doubtless some motive for the stationing of a considerable garrison at a small seaside 
ousis, Tam informed that the garrison there numbers altogether 1,500 men and th 
are detachments at various frontier posts, who might serve as they have served ns 
Provocateurs ant of a repetition of the policy embodied in the “massacres de 
Kroumisio” being decided upon at some future time. Only three days after writing the 


above I saw a quotation from a French paper, the “Petite République,” expressing 
these last remarks. 


‘The “Petite République” stated that the French Government had decided that 
unless the aggressions of the Tripolitan tribes ceased t be necessary to 


repressive measures. I had made it my business to gather all the infornration px 

this subject from all possible sources during my trip, and had heard from all authorities 
without ‘exception, that the frontier was at that moment id had been for some time, 
absolutely quiet. 

On my return to Tanis, M. Revoil, the French “ Adjoint” to the Resident-General, 
assured me, also, that there was no foundation for the report, which was possibly, therefore, 
only a ballon d'essai.” 

Me ile, Gabey is stall town, with a small trade in the usual article, exports of 
cil, corn and esparto grass, and imports of English cotton goods. All these may be 
said to be in the hands of British subjects, and Mr. Galea—the British Vice-Consal at 
Susa— owns literally the whole place. Gabes is talked of as the proposed terminus of 
the visionary trans-Sahara Railway, but until this is made or the French succeed in 
‘opening up the trade to the south, it is hardly likely to rise to any importance as a 
commercial centre, 

Leaving Gabes in the afternoon of the 6th, we reached the Island of Djerba on the 
morning of the next day, that is to say that Her Majesty's ship “Fearless” anchored 
6 miles off the town of Souk-cl-Giber, as near as it was safe for her to approach the 
land. 

This circumstance would seem to prevent the possibility of Djerba ever becoming a 
really important place, rich and fertile os it 

‘This is, as your Lordship is doubtless aware, considered to be the most likely spot to 
be the island of the ‘* Lotophagi” and the date palm trees with which the island is still 
covered, to have furnished the legendary ambrosial food of the weary, storm-tossed Greek 
mariners, who perhaps set the fashion of going there which is followed by their descendants 
to the present day, for I observed a number of Greek boats who came there, | was told, 
annually for the sponge fishery. As the boat conveyed us to land over the shallow water 
we could plainly see the sponges growing on the bottom. 

‘The British Consular Agent and the French Acting Coutrblear came off to visit me 
immediately we anchored, and accompanied us on shore, the steam Iaunch touching 
bottom in places at least 2 miles from shore ; finally, we could go no further in her, so 
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‘we were transferred into a rowing-boat which conveyed us on shore, where the landing- 
stage was thronged with the inbabitants of the island. 

After paying the usual official visits and the presentation of the Arab Governor and 
the British colony, we visited two exceedingly interesting mosques, this being, with the 
exception of Kairwan, the boliness of which has been gravely compromised by the French 

after the taking of that sacred town, the only place in ‘Tunis where non-Mussulmans 
may enter Mahomrm ‘of worship. ‘This is here from pure absence of fanaticism, 

the privilege is, unlike Kairwan, extended also to Jews, for Mr. Pariente, the Acting 
British Consolar Agent, a member of that religion, formed one of our party. 

‘We rode to a beautiful garden about 5 miles from the town, through groves of olives, 
oranges, and date palms which indeed cover the island throughout its very considerable 
ets Arab Govertor atftibated to the Romans the planting of the enormous olives 

ugh groves of which we passed, I saw by the roadside the largest I have ever seen, 
bpp el pigtep ee [ ? ] trees are very large as at least 10 feet in 
diameter, and we were informed that there were many in the f greater size. 

‘A fresh breeze was blowing, and it appeared a perfectly ideal place for winter 
residence. We were told that fever is unknown, and that even ner, though 

tba is much further south, the heat never approaches that of Tunis, as there is always 
a'4ea breeze, while something perbaps in the formation of the surounding land would 

to prevent the sirocco reaching it, for the island is not visited, as we were 
informed, save at very rare intervels, with tbat flery scourge of the rest of North ATfica. 
In winter the inhabitants declare it to be equally free from cold winds, and, if it becomes 
Known to the world, Djerba may well develop into a health resort. I have, since m 
arrival in Tunis, heard of extraordinary eases of arrest of consumption during residence in 
vee Tbe ther be ‘any truth in the theory which identifies Djerba as the home of the 
Lotophing, or even ia the Homeric story itself, it might well happen that this favoured 
spot might represent to the early Greck imagination the type of an earthly parudise, 
which may be embodied in the legend. i s ‘ie 

It appears that, a8 we were informed, but little chance exists of the plan of making 
Bongrora—the inland sea at the back of the island—into a second Dizerts, being curved 
into effect—at least not for many years to come—for the dificulties of ‘navigation for 
lange ships of both the channels ar s0 great as to be alimost insurmountable, ‘The ancien 
‘causeway connecting Djerba with the mainland is still used by the Arabs, who swim across 
the opening in the centre w formerly doubtless ocoupied by w drambridge, 

The population of the island is about 35,000, of whom 5,000 are Jews, inbabiting 
chiefly two large composed entirely of their race. “Mr. Pariente, hiuself n Jow, 
but of Gibraltar d that they had been there from time ini probably 
from the time of th is, and posibly fiom a much earlior age. ‘They take part in 
the ordinary avocations of the island, aud find it hard to do more than bold thei 0 in 
trade with the native inhabitants, who are known throughout the East for their kecnniess 
astuteness in commercial matters. ‘They manufacture, very fine woollen goods, which re 
exported all over the Mussulman world, their *spéeialté” being handsome rugs of white 
‘wool, with stripes of bright-coloured silk, which are very beautiful, and much sought after 
osha hen te this corn and ol are extenavely exported, and ootéon goods imported 
nearly all this trade—if not all, being in the hands of British subjects, who form far the 

} inyportant colony in the island, in numl wealth, and respectability; tho Itali i 

insignidicant, and the French Hardly existing at all, outside the officals. ‘The French 
Acting Contrdleur spoke to me in the highest terms of their personol behaviour, thereby 
coufrming ll the reports oftheir countrymen whi I had be el from all ours, specially 

» the French officials during my stay at the different parts whic! il. 

= Djerba being the southernmost port, where there is a British Consular Age nt my 
tour here ceased. There is, however, to the south a small port, called Garzis, where 
there isa * Bureau de Renseignements,” under the direction of a Lieutenant. A company’ 
of soldiers, under the orders of a Csptain, is also stationed there, and the town is connected 
by telegraph with the rest of the Regency. ‘There the British colony is the most 
numerous. Along the Tripolitan frontier to the south are stationed seveta out 

of French troops at Chiueha Tutouin, Bor} Bougharda Medinine, and lately it would seem 
that a new post has been establisied’ to watch, and perhaps threaten Zemila and Nuzzany 
just across the frontier. ‘The pretext for thess posts is the setting up of a market which 
‘enables the French to influence the tribes on both sides of the frontier, who come ther 
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Your Lordship will, moreover, have observed that at every port I have had occasion 
to mention the British colony is the most important in all respects. Most of the im 
trade is in their hands, and practically all that in cotton goods, which clothe generally the 
2,000,000, more or less, of inhabitauts of the Regency, passes through their hands. All the 
best wool is also imported from England. 

Apart from the quality of our goods, it is to the protection afforded by our Treaty that 
these British subjects owe their prosperity, for, without that protection, the destruction of 
oar trade which would probably result from’ French oppressive fiscal measures, would 
equally involve the ruin of the traders. ‘The very serious question would then present 
itself as to how to provide for the future of these people. ‘They could not return to Malta, 
where the population is already four times as dense as that of Belgium, the most densely 
populated country in Europe. Where would they go to, and how could they live ? 

Whilst on this trip, and on n previous journey which I made to Kairwan aod El Djem, 
I learnt to understand’ the outery which is constantly being raised against the unfair 
treatment accorded by the Government to the south, as compared with that enjoyed by the 
north, of the Regene; 2 

‘our Lordship will have observed that throughout my trip, whicb, save to Bizerta, 
was in a southerly direction, I noticed the dearth of French settlers, Now this country is, 
worked not for the benefit of the mass of the population, but for that of the army of 
functionaries, a few French financial adventurers, and of the fow thousand Frenchmen 
settled in it. For them taxes are levied; for them bridges are built; for them roads, 
useless to the Arab, are made in fuct, the revenues of the Regeney are drained. 

Now, there being but few Frenchmen in the south, that region has to devote its 
resources to help the Arabs of the north to support the French “colons” settled among 
the latter. ‘There is, therefore, but little left to supply the real wants of the actual 
inhabitants of that region. 

‘There is a remarkable instance of this in the immediate neighbourhood of my own 
House at the Maran. At a distance of about 7 miles is « large village, called Ariana. The 
vond from the Marsa to Ariana is 15 kilom. in length, and at first I was puzzled by its 
extraordinary windings, until T noticed that the points of each zigzag was directed towards 

little French farm-house. Now, the enormous expense of this road, as doubtless of many 
more in the north of the Regency, was paid for by the Arab, who rarely utilizes it, for he 
prefers to use with his araba, bis camels, or his moles the rougher, perhaps, but more 
direct “ pistes.” So much for the north.” In the south it is only necessary that I should 
mention that the main road leading into the interior from Sfax—the second largest city in 
the Regency h there is enormous traffic, which really requires a good road, 
one of these « deplorable condition, for the cause to be at once 
T have before explaine colons,” or very few. Th 
drained from the south is not only spent, but wasted. As an instauce of th 
mminnner in which money is expended on these roads I may mention the fact that 
to erect, at a distance of from every 2 to 3 kilom., houses for the 
creating an army of small employés, who ive to be maintained, aud who practically do 
nothing towards the maintenance of ‘the roads in thorough repair. 
costs on an avernge 12,500 fr Freneh lime must be used in their construction, 

inferior to ‘the native product, and brought into the country at an 

exorbitant price. Can any system be more disastrous than this for the true prosperity of 
the country ? It is carried out in every particular, great and small. 

A famine was expected in the south it is hoped that late rains may 
have arrested. Was any to meet this taken? No; why? Because it would 
not affect French to any appreciable extent. ‘The Resident General would not 
even keep his promise to reduce the export tax on esparto grass, which might have, had 
the threatened fumine occurred, saved thousands from starvation, 

‘The French Contrdleurs nt more than one place spoke to me very bitterly of the 
shortsighted policy sf the Government which would, if left to itself, completely strangle 
all reel progress, nnd as it is to be expected that this will increase rather than decrease, 
T greatly fear that so long as the French dominate Tunis, no thorough improvements ia 
the well-being, the prosperity, and the civilization of the people, is to be expected. 

‘The French authorities throughout, by the orders of the Resident-General, showed 
the officers of Her Majesty's ship “Fearless” and myself every attention and courtesy. 
Tt has been with the object of showing this that I have in the foregoing remarks 
mentioned the occasions on which we were entertained, the officials who eame to mect 
us, &,, details which are otherwise without interest. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 
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No. 11°. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received April 13.) 


(No. 7. Confidential.) ‘ 
My Lord, Tunis, April 2, 1808, 
T HAVE observed that lately the tone of the “ Dépéche Tunisienne,” the semi- 
official organ of the Froach Residency here, has been somewhat hostile toward 
England, and on the S1st ultimo appeared in'the most conspicuous position, and in 
large type, the inclosed account of the lecture of a M. de Mords-—who has lat 
‘Tuareg country, and announces his intention of joining the Derv 


portance to his views which their extravagance 
justify. 
+ {am informed that language was even more violent than this 
conveys, but tho “Dépéche” professes to reproduce exactly the words of the 
Resolution passed at the meeting at the close of M. de Mors’ Address, the accuracy of 
which has been confirmed to me in other quarters. On this point, however. your 
Lordship will probably be in a position to judge, as Lam informed that the Resolution 
was sent to you for communication to the Queen as the “ guest of Fi 
The " Béptche” does not, howe ely distortodl view of the 
duties of hospitality towards 4 8 jon that there were present 
at the meet cand consequently p tly, both to the 
ris of the Iesolution and to its erowning impert 
preter of the Bey, who represents His Highness on all official occasions cone 
ign Powers, a Tunisian officer of rank in full uniform, and, with the exe 
members of the B r French ft Iuding 
the Freeh forces in Tun 
y 's Ministor for War, M. Roy, the Sooretary of the 
nment, Pauillier, the Minister of Publi 
tion that M. de Moris, who is an apostle of the anti-Semites, intended 
his lecture first of all to be k on the Jews, but he was warned against this by 
orities, who, however, not only did not appear to ¢ that an attack on 
this character was at least equally objectionable, but actually, by the 
of some of them, and by their subsequent conduct, gave to this otherwise 
absurd effusion whatever importance it possesses 
‘The nature of the Address was, I am informed, so well known beforehand that an 
Englishman resident here tells me that he did not attend the lecture because he knew 
more or less what was going to be said, and, further, it is well known that M.de Mores 
oi the same day previous to the delivery of his lecture. 
* Protectorat,” from which I have ting on the 
in its Inst paragraph states th edit for having 
‘manifested his sympathy for M, de M strong sup- 
of the Residency 
Lhave, &, 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 


Inelosure 1 in No. 11°. 


Extract from the “ Dépéche Tunisienne" of March 31, 1800, 


La Cowréinexc pe M. pe Moris. 


C'EST devant une salle archi-comble que M. de Mords Dimanche 
soir, au ThéAtre Francais, sa conférence annoneé: depuis deux ou trois jours, st 
la “pénétration au Soudan, In Méditerranée aux riverains et alliance Fran 
Islamique. 
Du parterre aux deuxitmes galeries, tout était envahi et il a fallu former les 
ries pour empécher Virruption de a foule qui se pressat encore pout entre, quand, 


lepuis longtemps déji, il ne restait plus une seule place vacante. 


(ss6) 
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Le Conférencier. 


ML, de Morés, grand, jeune encore, portant la moustache, reste bien, méme sur Is 
scine, Votticier de cavalerie qu'il a jadis été. Sa parole est chaude, vibrante, et coule 
vee tine rapidité superbe, pareille & un fleave trop plein qui cherche & se répandre. 

Lentrainement méme de cette parole fait qu'elle n'est pas toujours peut-étre 
extrémement chitiée; elle a des irrégularités, parfois aussi des obscurités dont nous 
ne serions pas étonnés que plusieurs aient été voulues. En raison du milien dans 
lequel il parlait, Voratear n'était sans doute pas en effet entiérement, libre de ses 
allures et Voilait, pensons-nous, une partic de sa pensée sous des mots d’ailleurs assez 
transpa 

Quoi qu'il en soit, cette parole, antant par ses qualités que par ses défuuts, 
échappe beaucoup & Panalyse 

|. de Morés est de ‘ceux qu'il faut nécessairement entendre si l'on ti 
faire une exacte idée de co qu’ils ont dit ct de Ia puissance avec laquelle ils Yont 
dit. Tout le secret de cette puissance vient d’ailleurs d'une conviction ardente et 
qui ne cherche ses effets ni dans les cx ionnés, ni dans les gestes 
8. Son ecent est presque uniforme en effet, et, la plupart du temps, il 
parle les bras croisés sur la poitrine. On dirait que, sous Ia pression int. 
est préte A Gelater et qu'il cherche A la contenir. 


L’Alliance Franco-Islamique au point de eue politique et au point de rue 
‘commercial. 


Aprds quelques mots de remerciement & Vauditoire qui se presse pour I’entendre, 
M. de Moras, entrant de suite dans le vif de son sujet, proclame nettement 'utilité, la 
néeessité méme de Palliance Franco-Islamique, tant ‘au point de vue politique qu’au 
point de vue commercial; au point de vue politique, parce qu’elle est Ia seule manitre 
possible de briser cotte néfaste puissance de Angleterre dont on retrouve Yor et la 
main dans toutes les affaires louches. Elle sent si bien dinstinct elle-méme cette 
force do résistance que peut, avee In France, Ini opposer ITslam que nous voyons 
Gelater prématurément, et coup sur coup, depuis quelque temps, les multiples 
fonrnoatls de mine h Taide desqucls elle experait faire snuter ce foyer W’opposition qui 
In gine ot qui peut Parréter, Melle sont les causes do Taffatre do Johannesburg, de ea 
révolutions provoquées et payées en Arménie, et aujourd'hui de Vexpédition com- 
los Derviches et de Ventrée de 800 soldats au Maroc, 

nt tous ces pétards éelatent trop vite et ne font point les ruines qu'ils 

étaient destings & accompli 
Valliance avec I'Islam s'impose au point de vue politique, elle s'impose plus 

re au point de ewe commercial. 

La situation financitre de l'Europe, & 'heure actuelle, est épouvantable. Elle est 
telle qu’aucun Gouvernement n’ose In regarder en face. ‘Tous les pouvoirs Buropéens 
se bornent 4 ticher de gagner du temps, a reculer la catastrophe de quelques mois ou 
de quelques années. Quand on pense que In dette flottante de In France est de 
2 millinnts, celle de 1Ttalie de 2 millinnls et colle de toutes les autres nations de 
YEurope A Tavenant, on ne peut stemptcher de reconnattre que nous marchons & In 
falliter L'Buropo resemble h ces perticliors qui, donnant Beaucoup plus que leurs 
revenus, emprunteraient 30 ou 40 pour cent sur leurs capitaux. Ils arriveraient vite 
et fatalement d la ruine; nous y allons également. 

Iin’y a qu'un moyen de conjurer le désastre: c'est d’arracher A l'Angleterre, qui 
cherche i Yaccaparer, le marché entier de l'Afrique, et de V'assurer aux seuls peuples 
riverains de In Méditerranée. La chose est possible; elle est méme aisée. 


La Pénétration du Soudan, 


Cette pensée est celle du Colonel de Polignac. Depuis quarante ans, il s’occupe 
de ces questions il a appris les dialectes Arabes, il s'est mis en rapport avec les Chefs 
du désert, et c'est sur ses conseils et avec ses instructions, aprés m’étre pénétré de ses 
idées, que j'entends moi-méme le seconder et ramener i 1a Prance tout ce marché du 
Centre Africain. 

Nous avions fait, cn 1862, des Traités avec lee Touaregs; ils les ont observés, 
nous les avons violés.” Ces gens sont caravaniers, ce sont les capitaines au long cours 


ie 


du désert, les convoyours de toutes les caravanes et de toutes les marchandises ; ils 
Yivent de cela, On leur a fait croire que nous voulions les opprimer et détruire leur 
commerce. De li, les massacres qu’ils ont commis, et le sang qui a coulé. Il faut 
Jeur faire entendte, au contraire, que nous ne voulons nullement entraver ec commerce, 

ine nous voulons les aider plutot dans leur métier de convoyentrs en les protégeant 
@ on faisant avec eux de loyaux échanges. Et, alors, nous pourrons compter 
sur eux. 

Tioceasion est excellente, du reste, de renouer avec eux les relations. Par suite 
une sécheresse persistante depuis plusieurs années, ces malheureux meurent littérale- 
ment de faim, i Pheure actuelle. Il fant se cotiser, leur envoyer du bI6; il faut 
demander aux grands magasins leurs marchandises défratchies, ot les faire parvenir au 
Aésert avec des paroles de paix et de fraternité. Quelques charges de farines feront 
plus pour nous que toutes les forees d'une armée. Quand on leur dira: Co sont vos 
amis de France qui vous sauvent Ia vie, In paix sera faite et I'union sera vite 
conglue. Nous pénétrerons en Afrique comme nous youdrons, sans avoir rien & 
eraindre, escortés, au contraire, par ces convoyeurs amis, ot [alliance Franco 
Islamique se fera’d'elle-méme, de peuple & peuple, voire par-dessus la téte, s'il le 
fallait, des Gouvernements. 


Résultats de U Alliance Franco-Islamique. 


Or, Yalliance faite, c'est Ia ruine de lAngleterre, c'est In chute de sn prépondé- 
rance et Ja fin de oppression universelle par la haute finance. 

$i alliance Franco-Islamique est obligée de faire In guerre, ello n'aura qu’d so 
souvenir en offet que, dans les Tndes Anj 1 10,000,000 de Musulmans, 
tandis qu'il n'y 2 que 60,000 soldats Anglais que Musulman jotte seule- 
ment une pierre ct le soir du méme jour, l'nrmée Anglaise aura disparu sous une 


Fai connu, continue M. d ‘Touaregs qui prirent part A Ia lutte 
contre la colonne de Hicks Ps Co que ses compagnous n'étaont arms 


que de lances. Longtemps ils suivirent dle Toin, en silence, la eotonne ennem 
Fentourdrent sans qu’elle pit méme s'en douter. ’ Puis, une nuit, le signal fut donn 
Jes Touaregs fondirent sur le camp endormi: tout fut tué, jusqu'au dernier hom 

Je lendemain, quand Maurore so leva, il ne restait plus rien des ennemis; la mer 
humaine avait passée. 

En ce moment, les Derviches luttent pour la liberté, Ils ont de Vor, ils ont 
nombre, ils ont des armes. II ne k que quelques officers pour les guider ot 
les conduire. Eh bien, quo | Franco-Islamique retentisse de 
Dunkerque aux vallées du Haut-Nil et Yon verra s'il ne so trouve pas des officiers prots 
aller fa-bas, pour que le jour ot les bataillons se rencontreront, quand l'Anglais 
criera: “Qui ‘on Ini réponde: " France et liberté.” 

En temps de palx, meme, Valianoe Franco-Talamique peut battro en brdche, 
@une facon terrible, |'Angleterre et la finance, en mettant son commerce en 
quarantaine. 

Que le 


envoie "Angleterre, et Yon verra 
ite, se ligucr contre le Ieopard 
véritables intéréts. 


Ordre du Jour et Conclusion. 


‘Maintenant assez de paroles; des actes. 

Par-dessus les Gouvernements, il y a les peuples. 11 faut done, nous, peuples, 
conclure d’abord cette alliance; il faut la préconiser, l'imposer, les Gouvernements 
suivront. 

jour suivant est proposé - 
dditerranéens réunis A Tunis au nombre do 
fiance des Fran; i quo Vunion des 
riverains de Ia Méditerranée pour défendre les prineipes ‘de T'autonomie et des 
alliances et délivrer la terre et humanité du joug de la finance dont les Anglais sont 
aujourd'hui, A travers le monde, les Agents Politiques. L'assemblée envoie aux 
‘Masulmans, qui combattent sur les bords du Nil, sa sympathie et ses vorux.” 








up 


Cet ordre du jour a été communiqué par dépiche AM. le Président de In 
République Francaise; AE. Boungeos, Président du Conseil; X Sa Majsté le Sultan 
A. son Exeellence Mf. de Mohrenheim ; i M. le Marquis de Salisbury, Premier Ministre 
Ba Majesté Britannique; A la Chambre de Commerce de Marseilles, et au Colonel 
Prince de Polignac, & Alger. 

Nous ne disctterons nullement ict les différentes idées prisentées par M. de 
Morts et que nous venous des résumer imparfaitement. 

Constatons, sculement, en terminant, qu’A maintes reprises, sa parole a été 
couyerte des plus enthousiastes applaudissements. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 11%, 


Extract from the “ Protectorat” of April 2, 1896. 


Coxrinesce pu Mangus Dx Moris. 


EST devant une salle comble (plus de 500 personnes n'avaient pu trouver place) 
que M, de Mor’s a donné, Dim soir, sa confé ~ 
A’ maintos reprises, des applaudissements enthousiastes ont accueilli 1a parole 
enfigyrée de 
Vieux Pari y longtemps que je connais, estime et aime Ia si intéressante 
figure de Mors. Qu’il soit loué d'avoir secoué sur ‘Tunis le clair flambean des idées 
générenses ! 
Apotre indé + sow 
plutdt comme I if 
Te dois dire question, Dimanche, 
des Israélites. C'est contre I'Angleterre, contre “Ie Kéopard maudit™ que M. de Morts 
1 déployé toute sa verve indignée. 
Ia “Dépécho” a résumé cette brillante causerie od abondaient les mots 
heuroux:— 
“Aus Eniles Anglais ¥ a 40,000,000 de Musulmans et 60,000 
soldats Anglais. Quo chaque Musulman jette une pierre, et Varmée Anglaise 
e montagne.” 


au point de prospérité de In France 
ens, combien il importe de traiter les Mahométans en. 
égaux et en alli nt au régime du sabre, de rouvrir les anciennes routes de 
caravanes vers le centre de l'Afrique, 
quon ne Taccuse pas d'tre un théoricien et un réveur. Il vient de chez les 
Touaregs ; il va chez les Dervie! 
‘M. René Millet doit étre loué d'avoir manifesté ouvertement sa sympathie a ce 
~vaillant pionnier du proge’s. Puissent nos gouvernants imiter son exemple ! 
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No. 12. 
isbury to Sir Clare Ford, 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 16, 1896, 
THE Italian Ambassador called at this office on the Sist ultimo, and stated that 
the resignation of M. Berthelot, the attitude of M. Bourgeois, and soveral other eireum- 
stances Spied is Govern to believe that there must bo some foundation for the 
suspicion le action of France in Tripoli as a set off against the Egyptian 
‘advance in the Nile Valley. ei oa ie 

Some expressions let fall by M. Billot as to the danger of fanatical excitement 
deing aroused in Tripoli, Tunis, and Algeria by the news of the Egyptinn expedition, 
tended to confirm these apprehensions. 

General Ferrero said hie was instructed to inguire whether these views were shared 
by Her Majesty’s Government, and, if so, he was to draw attention to the very serious 
consequences which would result from any action of the kind by Franco. 

xxcellency has been informed that the information in the possession of Her 
Majesty's Government all points to the improbability of any such designs being at 
present contemplated by the French Government, anil is attention was particulaely 
irawn to the speech made by M. Bourgeois in the French Chamber of Deputies on the 
2nd instant, in which great stress was Iaid on the maintenance of the intogeity of tho 
‘Turkish Empire. 

In reply to his inquiries as to the view which Her Majesty's Government would 
take of such designs, I have informed General Ferrero that Her Majesty's Government 
were strongly opposed to any French advance on ‘Tripoli, but that on this, as on other 
questions connected with the maintenance of the status quo in the Mediterranean, the 
course which Her Majesty's Government would think it right to take in any contin- 
gency could not be decided until the contingeney arose. 

Tam, &o, 
(Signed) ' SALISBURY. 





No. 18, 


ir Clare Ford to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 21.) 


Wo. 93.) 
My Lord, Rome, April 18, 1896. 

‘THE question of ‘Tripoli, whenever it torms the subject of comments in the Italian 
press, is always certain to attract attention in this country, and although the mention of 
Ht made in the columns of the “Messagero” of this morning may not be of great 
importance, still I think it well to bring it to your Lordship's notice. 

T have, therefore, the honour to inclose herein an extract, together with a précis of 
it, from that paper, which makes allusion to a telegram dated yesterday from Constan- 
tinople reporting a conflict which is said to have taken place ‘on the ‘Tripoli frontier 
between some Spahi troops and the natives of that region, and also contains remarks 
made on the subject by certain French newspapers. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) FRANGIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosure in No. 13. 


Précis of an Article in the “ Messagero" of April 18, 1896. 


THE Stefani Agency telegraphs from Constantinople on the 17th April that a 
‘conflict had taken place between Spahis and people of Tripoli, and that ten of the latter 
hhad been killed and six of the former. 

‘The “Matin,” of Paris, reporting this news, remarks that it is serious, as it may 
lead to reprisals, which might compel France to adopt energetic resolutions. 


The fent of the “ Messagero” reports that few newspapers make 
any comments on this news, but the  Patrie” says, “The campaign undertaken by the 
Boglish against the Dervishes begins to bear its fruits, 
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“The Mussulman populations of Aftiea, not so credulous as European nations, 
know that if the conquest of the Soudan is undertaken, a religions war will be started, 
not only againat the English, but agains all Gaga. 

“It is easily understood that at the present moment the greatest excitement exists 
in Central Afriea, Reports have been received of unusual movements among the tribes 
of South Moroceo, South Oran, and as far as the Touaregs. 

“And now comes the news of the greatest importance that a conflict, of which few 
tails are given, has taken pace between tribes of Tripoli and. Spahis on the fonticrs 

ind Tunis. 
ve the beginning of the great conflagration which is inevitable. 
This incident will necesarly call for our intervention inTeipali there wil be loud 
outeries in Italy, but all we cam do is to direct them against England, the original author 
of all the mischief, 

‘The “Jour” warns its readers against believing all the false reports which are 
current in the pres that France, in conjunction with Russa, cootemplates an advance 
on Tripoli. 

telegram was received in Paris that the Fronch military authorities on the 10th 
visited the country of Ksours to the south of Gabes to. inspect the villages, and to see 
that they were in a position to defend themselves against a po-sible attack from the 
‘Touaregs, In the evening the military authorities returned to Sfax, 





No, 14. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 27.) 


(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Tunis, April 7, 1896. 
‘THE various papers here have published a telegram reporting that Mr. Baring was 
going to ask « question in the House of Commons with reference to the terms on which 
is in occupation of Tunis, 
Unione,” the Italian paper, has called attention to this fact, that the French 


, by the terms of their Treaty with the Bey, bound to evacuate Tunis as soon as order 
is restored (a clause which, by the way, it is nlow the custom to omit in French published 
i ty); and that, consequently, the duty incumbent on France with 
very much stronger than is that which results on our declaration 

with reference to Egypt. 

In one of its latest numbers the “ Unione” publishes the text of the protest addressed 
by the Sublime Porte (o the Powers in 1881 against the French occupation ; and I have 
the honour to inelose a copy and translation of the remarks prefacing that publication, and 
the text of that note as given by the Unio 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Inclosure in No. 14, 
Estract from the “ Unione’ 


THE Honourable Baring has expressed his intention of putting a question in the 

House of Commons with the object of learning, amongst other things, whether Tonis is 
subject to the sovereignty of the Sublime Porte. 

‘The tribute paid to the Sultan by the Regeney up to the time of the temporary French 

mn proves it, as also the following note sent by Turkey to the Powers of 


: , “ Constantinople, le 16 Mai, 1881. 
“Nous n'avons point manqué, & l'occasion des événements qui viennent de se 
e en Tunisie, de signaler, & plusieurs reprises, A Yattention séricuse des Gouverne- 
ments Signataires du Traité de Berlin, les droits souverains, pleins et entiers de la Sublime 
Porte sur cette province, partie intégrante de l'Empire, droits établis ab antigo, exeroés 
Baro dernier sans interruption jog’ ce jour et reconnus yar les Puseances en 
“Nous n'avons pas mangué non plus, aussi bien avant qu’aprés entrée des troupes 


Ww 


Frangaises en Tunisie, de proposer une entente amiable entre Ia Sublime Porte et ta 
Gouvernement de la République, en vue de concilier nos droits avec les intéréts de le 
France, et de satisfaire ainsi aux plaintes formulées par celle-ci contre les incursions que 
les autorités Tunisiennes s'étaient, des Vorigine du confit, déclarées prétes A réprimer duns 
Te plus bref délai. J 

“De leur cit le Pacha de Tunis et la population eonfge par Firman Impérial & son 
administration ont fait appel, comme il était de leur devoir a le faire, & In Cour souveraine, 
pour lui exposer la situation critique of ils se trouvaient, en présence de In marche en 
‘avant des troupes Francaises dans le pays, et pour lui demander instamment de leur venir 
en aide en sa qualité de leur mattre légitime. 

“Nos propositions éminemment conciliantes et les preuves irréfutables que nous 
avons présentées&=ppui de nos droite en queation nfont point é4é entendues ef méme 
Ye Gouvernement de la République a cru dovoir déctiner I'existence de tous les liens du 
sujétion séculaire qui unissent cette province A I’Empire, en mettant en avant ln sole 
disant indépendance de ce pays, et passer ainsi outre & toutes nos objections, malgré 
méme les protestations du Gouvernement Général et de la population, en occupant 
successivement Ia plus grande partie du territoire de Tunis, et nous défendant en dernier 
liew, dune manitre péremptoire et menagante, envoi d'un seul de nos batiments sur les 
Tiew 

“Comme compléiment & cette manidre de procéder, que nous ne saurions nous 
emptcher, & notre regret, de considérer comme étant absolument contraire aux obligations 
internationales, le Gouvernement de la République vient de présenter aux Chambres 
Frangaises Je Traité qu'il a conclu le 13 de ce mois avee Son Altesse le Pacha de Tu 
‘Traité auquel celui-ci a dd finalement se soumettre, en présence de ln pression exereée su 
le pays et da danger imminent qui le menagait. 

“Nous devons i nous-mémes, et & nos devoirs envers le pays, de récuser ce document, 
dont toutes les clauses reaversent l'ordre légitime des choses établi en Tunisie ct portent 
Ia plas grave atteinte al a souveraineté et T'intégrité de I'Empire, garanties par lew 
‘Traités, 

“En conséquence, la Sublime Porte se fait un devoir de protester énergiquement, et 
do la manitre la plus solennele, contre la validité de ce ‘Trate, le déclarant conclu, dans 
des conditions anormales et attentatoires aux droits du Sultan et, das lors, comme nvayant 
& tes yeux et A ceux de Son Altesse le Pacha et de la population Tunisienne, sujets de 
Sa Majesté Impériale, aucune valeur ni force de loi, tant dans son ensemble que dans 
chacune de ses parties, 

* Je vous invite & communiquer offciellement, et sans le moindre retard, Ia présente 
aépiche protestative A son Excellence le Ministre des Afaires Rtrangtres,’ 





No. 15. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Morquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 11.) 


(No. 11.) 
My Lord, Tunis, April 19, 1996, 

I HAVE the honour to inclose you a copy of a letter from Mr. Sloane Stanley, 
complaining of haying been stopped on a shooting expedition which he lately 
undertook in the south of the Regency, and of the suffering to which he was thereby 
subjected. 

When the circumstances occurred, he telegraphed informing this Consulate 
General of the fact, and, I being absent on my recent tour of inspection, Her 
Majesty's Vice-Consul complained to the Residency, when he was informed that 
this rale had lately been mede in the interests of the safety of the traveller. 

‘This excuse is quite trivial. Iwas myself last year all through the country 
Mr. Sloane Stanley wished to traverse, and met the hired collector he mentions, who 
was travelling about for months unaccompanied save by a native servant, 

‘The places which Mr. Sloane Stanley was going to visit are indeed as quict as 
any other part of the Regency. The reason, therefore, for the action of the French 
authorities must be looked for elsewhere, and it would look as if it were possible 
that there may be something in the statements in the French papers as to the 
Movements on the frontier, and preparations may be going on in the south which 
they do not wish foreign eyes to notice. 

ve of the fact that the action of the Tunisian Government in this matter is 
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posed to Article V of our Treaty of 1875, which states that British 

all be free to travel or reside in any part of the Regency without 

hindrance or molestation,” I have thought it better to the matter to your 
Lordship, specially in view of the result of Mr. Profeit’s unofficial representation. 

It would seem that even if the reason given by the Residency were valid, the 
course followed by their authorities towards Mr. Sloane Stanley was scarcely’ the 
correct one for them to adopt, as the same Article of our ‘Treaty states that the 

sngages to protect British subjects who may come to this country either for 
ing,” and this protection could easily have been 
afforded by furnishing him with an escort. 

Mr, Sloane Stanley, whom I have seen, tells me that, though not absolutely 
insulting, the officer who turned them back was far from courteous in his manner in 
carrying ont his instructions, although no opposition was offered to them by himself 
or his party. 

Thave, Re. 
(Signed) ' W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Tnolosure in No. 15. 


Mr, Sloane Stanley to Consul-General Haggard. 


Sir, Tunis, Aprit 19, 1896. 
I HAVE. the honour to thank you for the letter you obtained for me from the 
French Residency, recommending me to the authorities in the south of the 
Regene 
1 


Wve at the same time to inform you that notwithstanding this letter, as we 
were proceeding from Gabes to Matmata we were stopped on the way by the 
Lieutenant stationed at Matmata, who inquired where we were going ; we said we 
intended to pass by Birzoumit, Birzouttan, and Dou, and so on to Kebili 

‘This route was chosen on account of the water being good. ‘The Lieutenant 
replied that we must not pass beyond 'Tamegeret in spite of showing the letter of 
recommendation; he added that if we went to those places already mentioned, he 
would send soldiers to bring us back. We consequently obeyed his orders, lost 
our trip, and underwent considerable privation and suffering from want of 
water. 

Tt right that I should bring these facts to your notice, and when I 
started on my journey I had been under the impression that British subjects could 
travel in the interior of the Regency without molestatio 

T would venture to point out that should the Beylical authorities assert that 
the measure from which my party suffered was taken in the interest of our safet 
the country which we purposed to traverse was perfectly secur, having lately bee 
inhabited for several months by an English ornithologist, and’ that it was several 
days’ march from the frontier. 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) CYRIL SLOANE STANLEY. 


P.S.—I may add that no reason way given by the officer for stopping us. 
C.8. 8. 





No. 16, 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Reeeived May 15, 1896.) 


(No. 12.) 
ily Lord, Tunis, May 15, 1896. 
CHAD hardly writen my immodiataly preceding despatch when the Ttalian 
Agent and Consul-General informed me that he had just heard from his colleague at 
‘ripll that a body of French Spahis had made an incursion to Nalout, which is, as 
will be seen from the map, well inside Tripolitan territory, ravaging the country and 
destroying the crops. 
On being resisted by the Tripotitan inhabitants an encounter took place, which. 
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resulted in a loss of about ten men to the defenders, and about half that number to 
invaders. 

= It would appear, therefore, that if this news be correct, notwithstanding 
‘M. Révoil’s disclaimer, which I had the honour of reporting in my despatch No. 6 a, 
‘Africa, of the 27th ultimo, there is a renewal of aggressive activity on the part of the 
French on the Tripolitan frontier, which may account for the precaution taken to 
Keop travellers at a distance, which I have reported in my immediately preceding 
despatch. 

It is, of course, likely that the French may represent their action as taken as a 
measure of reprisal for some Tripolitan raid, but this occurrence would seem to chime 
in with the rumours which have been current and the statements which have been 
made lately in the French newspapers as to the renewal of action in, that direction, as 
also with the Resident’s declaration last year to a frontier officer, “ Le plus loin que 
‘yous poussez, le plus je vous equvrerai,” and it is possible, in view of our aotion in the 
Soudan and that of italy in Abyssinia, the French may think that they ought to 
‘make at least a demonstration of activity themselves. 

Thavo learnt that lately the French have established fresh posts on the frontier, 
each of them ocetipied by a detachment of Spahis sufficient to keep up a ferment on 
the frontier. 

I regret to say that this Consulate.General has but small means of gaining any 
reliable information as to those regions at this moment. ‘The Consular Agent at Gabes 
is, as I ascertained on my recent journey, absolutely incompetent, and there is a 

iculty in getting any one to replace him. M, Pariente, the Consular Agent at 
Djerba, an active and intelligent man, is away at Malta ill. Practically, therefore, my 
only direct souree of information is Mr. Galea, the Viec-Consul at Susa, who is far 
from the scene of action. He goes sometimes to Gabes, where he has property, and it 
is only on these occasions that I can hope to have any direct reliable information of 
events in the sout! 

Might I venture to suggest that under these circumstances it might be useful if 
Her Majesty's Consul-General at Tripoli were instructed to keep me informed of any 
movements on the frontier of which he may become aware? I, on my side, would 
keep him informed of anything which might possibly come to my knowledge which 
might be of interest. 

‘On the rece Italian colleague telegraphed to his 
Agent at Gabes ing whether he had heard any confirmation of the rumour. He 
has just informed me that he has received a reply in the ney T have not 
yet received an answer to a telegram I have myself dispatched to Mr. Galea inquiring 
‘on the subject. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


P.S.—April 21. I have the honour to inform your Lordship, with ref to 
my remarks in the above despatch, that this day the semi-official “ Dépéche Tunisienne,” 
announces that “in view of possible events in the Soudan, where the news of the 
English attack on the Dervishes has beon rapidly spread,’ and with the object of 
protecting us from the nomad populations in Central Africa in a relative proximity to 
‘our possessions, orders have been sent to renew and augment the provisioning and 
armament of our posts in the extreme South of Algiers and Tunis, a: 0 on the 
‘Congo and at Timbuctoo, and generally in all posts on the African coast and tho 
the Indian Ocean. French war-vessels have already gone to sea, and oth 
start or leave their present positions so as to be nearer to the different points of supply 
and of observation on the African coasts. 

W. iH. D. 


No. 17. 
Coneul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received May 11.) 


(No.18. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Tunis, April 22, 1896, 
thy immediately preceding despatch I ventured to suggest it as possible that 

the French version of the raid into Tripolitan territory might havea diferent colouring 

to that given it by the Italian Consul-General, and this surmise was proved correct by 
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% conversation which T had this morning with the First Secretary to the French 
Residency. 

He told mo that a Tvipoitan tribe, having sown some land 40 kilom. inside the 
Tunisian frontier in the direction of ‘"Teherbat, had refused to pay the usual tax, so 
that when, about a fortnight ago, they went to harvest it, a party of Spahis was sent 
to exact the tax. ‘The Tripolitans then formed an ambuseade nesr a well, and suddenly 

ned fire on the Spahis whilst they were watering their horses, of whom three were 
lied at the first discharge, while two of the Spahis were wounded. On the latter 
returning the fire and killing a few of the 'Tripolitans, they took to flight. 

‘Tho only remark that suggests itself to me with reference to this version, is that 
there must be an almost miraculously early harvest on the Tripolitan frontier, specially 
in view of tho unusual lateness of the season this year, which is universal in the 
Regency, but specially marked in the south. Harvest will not begin here for another 
month, though this district is much more forward than in the south. 

‘When I was in those regions about six weeks ago, in practically the same latitude 
as the district where this remarkably early erop was to have been harvested a fortnight 
hack, most of tho land was not even sown, and the necessary rains did not come till 
a week or two afterwards. 

It is, in fact, apparently the old story, which was so well exemplified on the 
Algerian-Dunisian fronticr fifteen years back—the lamb is troubling the wolf's drinking 
water. 

I have, &e, 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 18. 


Sir Clare Ford to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 14.) 
(No.110,) 
My Tord, Rome, Mey 10, 1896. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, at the sitting held by the 
Chamber of Deputies yesterday, the Duke of Sermoneta, Minister for Foreign Aifairs, 
stated, in reply to an interpellation which had been addressed to him on the condition 
of affairs in Tripoli, that no change prejudicial to Italian interests had occurred there, 
and that the incidents which had been reported as having taken place on the Tripoli 
Tunisian frontier had beon greatly exaggerated. 

This Fxcelloney also siated”thathe had’ received formal assurances from the 
French Government that they had no intention of inaugurating an adventurous policy 

that part of the world, and he concluded his reply by stating that the Italian 
Government would never tolerate any disturbance of the status quo in the Mediter- 
ranean which might be injurious to Italy. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) PRANCIS CLARE FORD, 





No. 19. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 16.) 
(No, 156.) 


(Telegraphie.) P. Constantinople, May 15, 1896, 11°45 a.2t. 
“THLE Sublime Porte is informed by the Vali of Tripoli that two Prench travellers 


have set out with an escort of twenty-five men and ighty loaded camels from Algeria 


and Alhara for Elbirat, a place ten days westward of Ghadamis. 

nd erPadition, the Vali reports, will proceed to the Ezember Tuarty territory, 
a mee to the udan, ler Majesty's il-Ger J en 
an tte Injesty’sConsul-General at ‘Tripoli’ has becn 
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No. 20. 
Sir P. Currie to the Morquess of Salishury.—(Received May 17.) 


Lire ic.) P. Constantinople, May 16, 1896, 11°40 a.st. 
telegram No. 156 of the 15th instant. * 
‘The British Consul at Tripoli has telegraphed that last February news was 


received at Ghadamés of the arrival from Algeria of a caravan at Elbirat, which is at 
ton days’ distance, in change of two Frenchmen, with eighty loaded camels and twenty 
five dromedaries, of the Wargla-Algerin tribe, and that it intended to proceed vid the 
Exger-Tuarez country to the Soudan, 





No. 21. 
ConsulsGeneral Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 28.) 


Seton, Tunis, May 16, 1896. 
" T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 18th instant the French 
Mediterranean fleet, under Admiral Gervais, arrived at Bizerta, 
It baving been stated that it would passthrough the eanal into the upper lake, 
I considered that it would be interesting to be there on the first oceasion of such an 
undertaking, specially as doubts have been expressed as to the depth of the canal being 
sufficient for the passage of the largest iron-clads, 
‘On arriving in double line at the port, ten torpedo-boats, five largo and five 
1, the “Wattignies,” the “General Chanzy,” and ‘Troude,” and the torpedo- 
find “Léger,” passed through the canal, the last-named going 
through’ the fishery into the upper lake. 
‘The rest of the flect—six iron-clads—remained outside, and at night went through 


the ex 
E iside, the “ Bronnus” 


“Formidable” remaining in the outer 
lake, while the former joined the “ I4ger” in the centro of the inner lake. 

‘No accident, as far as T could ascertain, attended this operation, and thus has been 
finally sot at rest the vexed question of the possibility or the contrary of using 
Bizeria as a naval port 

, Thave, &e. 


(Bigned) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 22, 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to the Marquess of Dufferin. 

No. 181 
Mito Foreign Office, May 27, 1896. 

“ I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Her Majesty's Consul-General at Tunis," reporting that a British 
traveller had been prevented by the French authorities from travelling in certain 
districts in the south of the Regency. Lis 

It seems doubtful whether any useful result would be obtained by bringing the 
case to the notice of the French Government, but you are at liberty to use your 
discretion in the matter. phe 


(Signed) SALISBURY. 











Res | 


No, 23, 


(fea) ‘The Marquess of Salishury to Consul~General Haggard. 
No. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 28, 1896. 
A LAVE received your despatch No, 12 of the 20th ultimo respecting Precch 
aggression on ‘Tripolitan territory. 
1 coneur in your suggestion, that Her Majesty's Consul-General at ‘Tripoli should 
keep you informed of any movements on the TunisTripoli frontior of whi hee may 
‘aware, and you should armnge with Mr. Jago accordingly. 


am, &e, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No, 24. 


Coneul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salsbury.—(Reecived June 1.) 


‘No. 15. Confidential.) 
iy Lord, Tunis, Moy 19, 1806. 

RAE ation Agent and Consul-General called upon me yesterday and read me 
tho Report from his Agent at Gabes, of which he war subsequently good enough to 
give mo a Freneh translation, a co} ich is inclosed herewith. 

rie Marauis de Morts alluded to therein is the gentleman who made the violent 
jaiaak on Ragland here in Tunis which T had the honour to: report ta your Lordship 
ware teepatch No. 7 of tho 2nd April last. His present programme ait eee 
it rom tho intentions which he announced hore of pronoeling ta taut ptian 
Soudan to help the Dervishes against tho English, but hit ‘animosity towards England 
Apnars to be as active as ever, aud he still announces publicly that the wlteie object 
of his present journey is to injure us, 

“This avowal has, however, accorting to the inclosed Report, not deprived him of 
tho sympathy of the French authorities, 

Asa matter of fact a8 T have shown. in provious despatches of the Commercial 
nov tteclaes Probable that, supposing that the primary object of his jorone is, a8 ho 
nov declares, to open commercial relations cathe ns "Puaregs and other tibes inte 
{ Hinterland,” the result of his success in so doing would, uring us, be all 
root tdvantage—so long as our present ‘Treaty with ‘Tunis hold good, as he will 
hereby eleat the way for our Manchester goods to be passed through Tunis into the 
vast regions to the south, 


It iy howover, to be feared ¢ what too sangui 


hard nut to erack. He may poss 
‘Ghadames,—as, so far, no French A, 
the only one, as far as Iam aware, who 
ld me, aud as I had the honour of 
March Inst year, taken in chains thence 


carry out, especial} 
ri it would, ind 


1 is interesting to note that the country which M. de Morés is going to traverse 
on firt leaving Gabes, with the countenanee if nee ani the actual assistance, of the 
Hicngh authorities, is that road to Kebilli which they pronounce dangerous for 
Aoi “uote Stauley—as I had the honour to report in my desata, sae 11 of the 
20th April but then Mr. Sloane Stanley is an‘nglichwon oho Wished to kill a 
monflon, M. de Mores is a renegade Italian who wishes to injure England, which 
Guakss, all the difference in Fsench eyes in the danger of travelling through the 
istrict. 

Having received no Report on the subject from the British Consular Agent at 
Gabes, I telegraphed to the British ViewConsal at Suse wie tea announced to me 


ived there, and the telegram was 
blac sainge pines yng iat ong Het fra 
dey een wo Semmens Me) GOK eon oy Lore 


(Signed) ‘W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


—Of course, after all, the intontion that ME. de Mores at present proclaims 

ie tnd and he may, after all, be going to try to carry out that to which ho 

ae lucene ext of aotiing Gea Gita pper Nile to help the Dervishes, and 

pte be also possible that he may have had a hint from the French authorities that, 

pig Ooty ad parenlipaaiton 6 racer ed expedition, it would be difficult for the 

Ofcers of » Power, ostensibly friendly to Esglasd, to help him an they appear to 
have been doing, or even to let him pass, te 


Inclosure 1 in No. 24. 
Report by the Italian Consular Agent at Gabee. 


is de Morts est arrivé i Gabds lo Samedi, 9 courant, avec su suit, lea 

Penang néoessaires pour lo long voyage, qu'il a Vintention 
y ns l'intériour de I’ Afrique. . 
compan par quelques individ, tous Africains, savoir: tro 
Soudanais, un “Teipoltain fn, ati de Yass do Ghadamds, un ‘Tanisen relate 
jemne décoré du Nicham Ifthakar, et appartenant,dicon, i uno rich famille inl en 
He,t da voyage serait, caprts co qu’is aftrment, do pousser au dsveloppement de 
Vinfluence commerciale de Ia France, et des autres pays Latins, et de contrecarrer le 
commerce et V'influence Anglaise. 

Le Marquis de Mores, app 
Tunisiennes, doit avoir quitté Gabis 


qu'au lieu de se diriger vors le midi ¢ 
"fa route de ovcident t de la 3 


earl led 
ec, ot 
al or pgm ae 
pour combattre I'Angleterro sur Je terrain des luttes pacifiques et aux besoins 1 
taires et ouvrir ainsi des débouchés aux industries d'autres nations. 
Gabés, le 15 Mai, 1896. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 24. 
Mr. Callija to Consul-Gereral Haggard. 


'elogray Gabes, May 18, 1896, 

SGRUEA expected the day after to-morrow. Marquis declares publicly inten= 
tion to proceed to Soudan own expense. He is with forty camel-loads more than 
half-way to Kebilli. All authorities appear to be assi 
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No, 25. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury —(ReceivedJune 1.) 


(No. 16. Confidential.) 
My Lond, Tunis, May 21, 1896. 

IN my despatch No. 14 of the 16th instant, T had the honour of reporting the 
entrance of the French fleet into the harbour of Bizerta, and of mentioning that some 
of the shipe passed through Into the inner lake. 

‘The Honourable Terence Bourke, the British Consular Agent there, has informed 
me that by one of the clauses of their Agreement with the Tunisian Government, the 
Port Company have the right to prevent any ship or boat passing through the opening 
of their fisheries into the inner Jake, or even any boat from being used on its 
surface, 

It is, of course, doubtful whether such a privilege could bo legally sustained if any 
of the riparian owners or others were to think it worth while to contest the point, but, 
teanwhile, i so severely exercised that there is nota single boat afloat on the innet 
lake, 

‘When I was at Malta tho Commander-in-chief in tho Mediterranean told me that 
ho should very possibly pay the ‘Tunisian coast a visit with the fleet this summer, and 
the doubts which he aé ne expressed as to tho depth of water in the Canal 

nrgest iron-clads being now sot at rest by the entry of the 
¢ will, if he visits Bizorta, probably wish to follow thoir example by 
going into the upper lake. 

T was not aware of this prohibition when I paid Bizerta a visit in Her Majesty's 
ship “ Fearless” in the spring. The officials of the Port Company then demurred to 

suggestion that we should go through their fishery ban I, thinking that 
this was probably owing to the fact that tho operation of removing it might be difficult 
and possibly expensive, did not at all press th ho other day, however, I 

ery, and found that the net in the middle ean be lowered and 
tes, $0 it is clear that some other reason 
wast be sought for this t reluctance to let us pass. On my alluding to the 
matter the other day, also before I was aware of the prohibition, the 
works said that tho machinery was out of repair at the time. ‘This is, of course, 
possible, but if it be true, it is odd that he had not given this excuse when'l made the 
suggestion, 
Tt would appear, therefore, possible that if the Mediterranean fleet go to Bizerta 
wish to enter tho inner port, the authorities of the Company may decline to 
allow the ships to do so 

Now the question arises—apart from the doubtful validity of the clause in the 
Agreement—would the Company, having admitted the French fleet, have the right to 
exclude that of any other nation ? 

ip is aware from reports from this Consulate-General, the land for 

arsenal has already been expropriated by the milita 

ner lake. It is clear, therefore, that in the future it 
to constitute Bizerta a naval port, and if the Company maintain their claim to let 
through only such ships as they chooso, they can thus limit its use to French ships, 
thus making Bizerta, with the exception of the small artificial outer harbour and the 
comparatively small outer lake a mare clausum for French ships. It is evident also 
that by so doing they would give the French authorities the means of evading responsi 
bility by enabling them to plead that an Agreement between a Company and the 
Beylical Government was no affair of theirs, and that they had no power to coerce that 
have thought it best, in view of the possible visit of the Mediterranean fleet, to 
put these facts before your Lordship, so as to avoid the possibility of an unexpected 
refusal on the part of the Port Company to allow the fleet to pass their barrier, causing 
‘4 misunderstanding which might be awkward, and also in case your Lordship should 
wish either to ascertain or define our exact position in the maiter, or to let Sir M. 

‘Culme-Seymour know the circumstances before he arrives, or beth. 

It would, of course, have been easy for me to ascertain whether, in the event of 

this visit, the fleet would or would not be admitted into the inner lake, but I have 
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it that your Lordship might possibly consider it desirable that I should not 
Promah the eubjoctatall wi hout instructions. v oone 
have, &e. 


(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No, 26. 
Consul~General Jago to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received June 6.) 


yea, ‘ipl, May 80,1606, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information ‘& copy of a 
despatch which I have this day addressed to Her Majesty's Chargé'd’Affaires at 
Constantinople on the public affairs of this province, 

se i Thave, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. 8. SAGO. 


Inclosure in No. 26. 


Coneul-General Jago to Mr. Herbert. 

T HAVE the honour to report, for your information, the present stato of affairs in 
the Province of Tri 

Ahmed Rassim Past a x 18 of age, of 
large private means, a Greck by his mother’s sie, a connection by marriage of the late 
Midhat Pasha, and’ of thorough incoreuptibility of character, has of Inte become 0 ill 
through age and infirmity that in the ordinary course of nature a successor will soon 
have to be appointed. During his continuous residence here of fifteen years the Sultan 
has persistently dlecl ‘short leave nee for recruitment of 
health, on_the plea that no fit person can be found to repla ‘and has appealed to 
bis patriot to remain at his pst, isa last appeal n cortieato,sgued by veren 
local doctors, goes by this post to Constantinople, showing the imperative necessity of 
change of air and perfect rest. Under present cireumstances, his Excellency is obliged 
to keep his private apartments for sx months at o time, and io at present totally inea- 
pacitated from attending to public business. He has merited the highest gratitude of tho 
Saltan by the tact and zeal he has displayed in defence of Turkish interests, especially in 
the many delicate questions which have often arisen with the French and Italian Agents 
here, 

**'As you are aware, the attompt made in 1801. to fix the proper frontiers between 

poli and Tunis by the efforts of a joint Turkish and ‘Tunisian Commission failed 
{n its object, and the matter remains in abeyance, always a fertile source of irritation and 
danger. 

"Owing. to the fondly relations existing’ between: th Governor-General and my 
French colleague, the dispated territory has of lato years been considered in the light of 
‘a neutral zone pending further negotiations for a final settlement, and in consequence of 
this tacit understanding petty Tripolitan frontier complaints have been referred for inquiry 
and redress to the French Resident at and those of Tunisian origin to the 
Governor-General here. ‘ ees 

This plan has s0 far worked well, but in April Jast @ portion of the Werghun 
powerful semi-independent Tunisian frontier tribe, crossed into Turkish territory (not ‘in 
the disputed zone) near Naloot and Wazzin, and, pasturing their animals in the com. 
fields, came into collision with the villagers, resulting in seven of the latter being killed 
and wo of the former. 

{Bo tr, me coco be bon glen; end a’ ‘Tipol tele, whe’ hae Boon: wih teh. 
culty restrained by the Governor-General, vow they will take their revenge after 
harvest. D 

‘The Governor-General hias complained to me bitterly of the unjust conduct of the 
French authorities in Tunis in supporting their own officials, whether acting rightly or 
wrongly, on erery occasion, and in requiring the complainants to go to ‘Tunis and prove 
their titles to their villages before the Resident there. 

[86] H 
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“The matter is now engaging the attention of the French and Turkish Gor 
the more so, as certain Spahis, is i 
‘accompanied the Werghumm: 
‘My Talian cal the matter to Rome, the French Govern= 
ve, T believe, mn of interfering with the integrity of this 
8 Ottoms 
be worse. No salaries 
ionths. Constantinople 
ledge his personal credit 
food to the 10,000 to 
© abundant, and some 


Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘THOS. 8. JAGO. 


ety 31. News bas just arived that five days ago a serious collision took 
Race on allezed Turkish territory inthe Sian district to the torth of Naloog wee the 
Sian (Tripolitan tribe), and Tia pal four of the principal Sian 
Sheikths being killed i 


ps here from day to 
slight relief will be afforded when 


oi tee 





Gonral-General Haggard to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Receised June 12,) 


(No. 18, Confidential.) 
My Lon, 4 I 
T'HAYE the honour to inclose a cutting from the « Dpie onne” with 
ide Béhagle proposes to take to the Sondan with 
erior to the Mediterranean coast. 
‘a Marquis de 
Maria Th which is, it 
Wanted them for the 
expenses of a journey that 
that, in additi 
it ie 
Dyshowsky, may n 
direotion T have i 


aa Linian Agent and Consul-General tells mo that he has heard from hie 
colleague at Tripoli that the Vali had informed him that he hed had st authority to 
Allow Ms do Morn to enton’ Ghadamés, and that it was likely that he might only skirt 
that town, thus following the example of another French estiseary” apparently a fore. 
Funnee of ‘M, de Moris, who passed that way some then tear 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


ee 
Inclosure in No, 27. 
Eatract from the “ Dépéche Tunisienne” of Mey 29, 1896, 


agin Bde Béhagle va entreprendre dans le Soudan est patronné 


mont M. P. Bonnard, 

ML. Abel Couvreux, 1’ port de Bizerte. 

combien 1'étnde des questions qui intéressent 'Afrique Médiieraren 
référence de Ia Société, 


sur Ia ligne de partage des 
meme’ Thouse one river i la 


“ Conclusion: ui se dirigera de In Méditerranée 
vers le Tchad est appa commerce Soudanien de Ia région comprise 
entre le Niger, le Pleave Congo, et le Nil.” 

Comme Gabs est le port le plus sapproché dua Tehad, nous pensona que la ‘Tunisie 
sera appeléo i bénéficier do Ia majeure partic du trafic que fowee cote région 

PePpelons gue, sous les auspices de: Institut do Carthage, Mi ae Béhagle fera, 
Tian solr, au Thédtre Municipal, uno conférence sur le Hdic do te fos et do 
Chala ca Afrique, destinée 8 intéresser la population indigtne antere que nos 
compatriotes. 





No. 28, 
Conrul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salsbury.—(Received June 12.) 


(No.19, Confidential.) 
My Lord, ‘Tunis, May 29, 1896, 
X April, I had the honour to inclose a report of 
do Morte at's tae was attended 
he Bey's Representative 1 arly all the leading members of the Government. 
ere, who we facitly partners to his violent views, by not objec 
fhe Resolution expressing sympathy with tho Dervishos in thelr contest vice 
Soudan, which was meeting and car 
Tet uob however, mention that large number of Mussulmans wore prosent a 
ing, and that therefore tho words of M. de Moris and the sete ey 
uthorities must have become widely known amongst the Muhombedes 
tion. 
Pa oe, tuestion arises, might this murder of the Leach family at Sfax havo 
t all a consequence of this ? 

The Grime is so mysterious, and its motive s0 inexplicable, that ono must look for 
Fine outside cause for the outbreak of fanaticism which appeara to be ite only explana 
tion—at all events, for the moment 

ete Mahommedan wo are, of course, all “Christian dogs,” and if once » 
fanatic thought that he could kill any of us with he would not hesitate to do 

Might not an ignorant man of body of men consider that that punity was 
Peas Mets em, by the manner in which the Boylical Government wernt 
At de Moris’ inflammatory words? T will not yonture-to offer any opinion on thi 
Sihleot Dut T may state that my Italian collenguo, a man of great expeciones fede 
Shuntrig and of cool judgment, informs me that he has suggested thie theory as 
‘® more than possible reason for the murder of Dr. Leach and hic ferily, 

ibook ne $f. an interview with the Resident Adjoint tho other day, ME Mille 
being absent, Mr. Michel, the head of the North African Mision, inteceon reg 
Hdntafforded there in (Arabs Here had often told him that, wero it not for te proton 
Jong uforded them by tho French Criminal Code, they would have out then frees 
1 
oS Th seams to mo to lend some colo 


© 
id not think that it 
ing. I did not think 
int, al have been informed 
lid do so, an carried by’ acclamation without 1. 
the statement in the “Dépéche,” 
gan of the Residency, 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) "W.-H. D. HAGGARD, 











8 
No. 29. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received June 


No. 20, Confidential. 

Sytem, : Tunis, June 2, 1600 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 18 of the 29th ultimo, M. Béhagle last night 

held a meeting, to which he was introduced by M. Dysbowsky. . 
He stated that in view of the decrease of the influence of France in Europe, it 

was necessary for her to seck some counterpoise elsewhere; that this could be found 

most easily in Africa, whero four-fifths of the coast-line was under the influence of 

the Latin races; that he therefore recommended that special encouragement and 

advantages should be given to the other branches of the 

nationalit 

Frene 


their 
Supp 


Up to th present England had seized every possible point of advantage, but 
there was now a general spirit of combination amongst othe 
the result that she would bo allowed no further dew 
logically deduced her speedy d 
cheering. 

M. Bshagle said nothing himself aout his proposed journey, but he was followed 
by M. Bonnard, the Seeretary-General of the Société Africaine de France, who stated 
that M. Béhaglo would start from the western coast to Lake Tchad, proceeding th 
With a caravan to Biskta, a raflway terminus, the object being to show that great 

in the cost of transit will thus be effected. ‘The cost per ton from Lako 
to the B 
he exp ° ahara to the Mediterranean coast 
it will 


ke was received with prolonged 


it the friendly question which, as T have had the honour of 
reporting to your Lordship in my despatch No. 19 of the 
M. Révoil as to the possible effect of M. de Morés’ meeting on Ar 
have caused a hint to be given to M. Béhagle to be moderate in his abuse of 
at least, Cam informed on very good authority that once or twice when he 
tread on dangerous ground with reference to England he pulled up short, to the 
evident interruption of his train of thought, and consequently to the eloquence and 
popularity of his speceh, 

L have, &e. 
gned) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 30, 


ConsulsGeneral Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 12,) 


(No. 21. Confidential.) 
My Lon Tunis, June 2, 1896. 
SINCE writing my despatch No. 16 4 of the 21st ultimo, Mr. Terence Bourke, the 
British Consular Agent at Bizerta, who isin constant communication with the authorities 
oof the Port Company, has, in answer to a question of mine on the subject, told me that 
he is convinced that they would not allow the English fleet to enter the inner lake. 
T hope, however, that I made it clear that there will be no objection to their 
choring on the seaward side of the fishing barrier, where, as your Lordship will see 
by the inclosed plans® on which T have marked that obstruction, there is ample room 
for a large fleet to lie. 
Mr. Bourke says that now it is generally supposed at Bizerta, notwithstanding the 
expropriation of Jand in the inner lake for the construction of an arsenal, that the 


Not printed. 
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Yrorks will not be undertaken there owing to the great expense of the dredgin 
‘operations rendered necessary by the shallowness af thewares Po Fi 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "W.-H. D. HAGGARD, 


No. 81, 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received June 92) 


(No. 28. Confidential.) 
My Tord, unis, June 8, 1890, 
t appeared a few days back in the “Dépécho Tunisienne” of 
Trpttier and more serious conflict on the ‘ripolitan frontior between ‘nian, ai 
Tripolitans re, denied in the same paper towday, in the paragraph of 
mont locke a copy. a 
i has, apparently, an official authority, ignoros the fact that the 
cole che aself was the publisher-of' the news, and, notwithstanding it; my tealieg 
Splicague informs me that ho has just received from ‘Tripoli conflematior ot Ye ses 
of this conflt, which salar satay pelerel at Tripoli, provoked by Tunisian Spahis 
Fein rpemment irregular cavalry), but at the moment of tho departure ef tke 
steamer for Tunis there were no dabei of the afc. ee 
I heart also to-day trot Source of considerable concentration 
rection of Medenine, about three weeks ago. This was give 
ae probable Tom # good authority at Gabes, possibly the best point of obserretion, 
‘% probably, at least, some of the troops would bo sent from the gacvison thong 
T have, &e. 
W. HD. HAGGARD, 


—________ 
Inelosure in No. 81 
Extract from the “ Dépéche Tunisienne” of June 8, 1896. 
INCIDENT Tunisino-Tripolitain -— 


Flusiours jonrnaux ont parlé d'un soi-disant incident qui aurait eu tie 
frontidres de la Tunisie ef do fa Teil ra ee 


Renseignements pris, cette information est déauée de tout fondement. 


su les 





Contul-General Haggerd to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received June 
(No. 24. Confidential, 
My Lord, is 

I HAVE the honour to inclose 
translating a p 

T had my 


Tunis, June 10, 1896, 
Dépécho ‘Tunisienne 

‘Arab paper here 
ie str liciousness of the 
oae authoriti ; ; strict censorship over the 
ive pre: ‘it to appear, when my attention was called to it by ne 
Englishman m Tunis, who has a profound knowledge of tho Avabe 
saintance of their language and charactor and by constant 


gentleman pointed out to me in urgent terms the dan, 
aticism against the English misfonaries, speciale 
murders as being possibly the outcome of M. de Mores’ attack, 
She Beylical authorities at his meeting. Tt will bo obscerad dha 
= generalise it also practically 
inst English missionaries, and that very soon after 
Sepanieacd, Which is now generally attributed to that fei 
<6} I 
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‘This gentleman, though not a missionary himself is, like so many of them, living 
in an isolated place amongst the natives, and, though a man of cool courage and 
judgment, he did not conceal from me the gravity of the possible results which were 

D) if the Beylical authorities continued to allow these incitements to 
the Arabs to be made, for he knew hat ‘Arab fanaticism is not to be played with, 
pecally if it is supposed that it wil go ‘He wished me to a 
Hipresentation to the Resident at once, with the view to patting a stop to what he 
‘considered a real and pressing danger. 

Teould not but see the force of his arguments founded on his knowledge of Tunis, 
for my own experience of the East haa shown me what a dangerous tool Mahommedan 
fanaticism is to play with. I attribute the allowing of these attacks in great measure 
to the ignorance of the Resident, founded on his completo inexperience, for be has 
‘een foo much ovtuied in persqnal, matters ‘since his arrival here to be able in any 
way to get into touch with the feelings or habits of mind of the natives, while bis 
Aajoings ME. Révoll, whom I believe to be sensible and judicious, has not been hero 
long enough to know anything ‘bout such matters and bas never had anything to do 
with other Mahommodan countries. ‘The Secretary to the Government, M. Roy, who 
has a thorough knowledge of the Arab, has always struck me as a second-rate man, 
incapable, partly from overwork, partly from want of ability and from acquired Oriental 
inouciance, and party from il-health of the proper appreciation of a question. 

Without wishing to attach too much importance to the incident and to go so far 
ato make an official representation on the matter, specially as T have received no 
{instructions from your Lordship with reference to the Morés’ incident, it seemed to me 

ight be advisable to take some unofficial step, which, whilst avoiding any 

of ruling the Resident-General, might tend. to prevent the recurrence of 

matory speeches and articles which would, in the opinion of experts, be 

dangerous to the lives of English residents in the Regency, so I instructed the British 
Vice-Consul to introduce the matter into a conversation which he had to hold with the 
Rerident’s Chef de Cabinet on other subjects, and I have the honour to inclose to 
your Lordship the inclosed Memorandum of the conversation, which Mr. Profeit 
Moms to have conducted with considerable tact. He tells me that M. Dobler, who is 
An intelligent man, but greatly overworked, recognized at once the possible danger of 
circumstances which had, apparently in his ‘of work, escaped 
fssurances that every possible step will be taken to prevent their recurrence is doubh 
fatistactory as showing at once tho justice of the representation, and providing, as 
hope, against the repetition of any such circumstances as those complained of, 

‘Mf Dobler acknowledges, as your Lordship, will observe the correctness of the 
statement respecting the Mori Fesolution, which M. Révoil denied, as reported in 
ny despatch No. 19 of the 20th May, but I fancy that, unless general belief to the 
contrary is absolutely unfounded, his statement as to the Boylical Government 
Gxereising no censorship over the native press, must be received at least cum yreno sali. 
‘Ae a matter of fact, although M. Dobler, not unnaturally, did his best to minimize the 
yesponsibility of the Beylical Government in such matters, this is a contention which 
‘could hardly be sustained seriously. 

L have, &e. 
(Signed)  H. D. HAGGARD. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 32. 
Extract from the “ Dépéehe Tunisienne” of June 7, 1896. 


“AT, BACIRA,” journal Arabe, signale la main de I'Angleterre dans tous les 
Gvémements qui troublent le monde de I'Islam 

“Aucune révolution, aucun massacre ne s'est produit en Orient qui n'ait a son 
origine une intrigue de Angleterre, désireuse de se ménager ainsi un motif d'inter- 
venir, soi-disant au nom de humanité, 


“Dans les dernitres affaires d’Arménie, mous avons cu des preuves que tout arait 


646 organisé soit par des missionnaires Anglais, soit par leurs in ies, et lo 
Coaith dhction, composé d’Arméniens ot d’Anglais, ‘Wo siggeait A Londres, suit & le 
pronver. 

""LAngleterre ayant vu que grfice aux diplomates Frangais ot Russes ot le 
sagesse du Sultan, qui a suivi les conseils de ces deux Grandes ‘en accordant. 
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des réformes nécessaires, elle ne pouvait arriver & son but: débarquement militaire om 
‘occupation, Angleterre a feint de se montrer satisfaite, mais elle a cherché uno 
seconde affairo en Arménie. 

“Elle a trouvé les événements de Crite.. . . « 

“Son vrai but est tout autre. T/Angleterre ne saurait pousser & V'autonomie de 
quelque pays que co soit, ni au progrés d'aucune Puissanco ; l'Angloterre ne cherehe 
‘que son intérét personnel... . .” 

Ces intrigues ne nous étonnent pas de Ia part de la Grande-Bretagne, Nous 
connaissons son égoisme naturel. 

"Ce qui nous étonne, c'est Tattitude des diplomates Frangais et Russes qui se 
laissent abuser, ot négligent de suivre pas A pas ses agissements on Oriont, 

Cette négligence a rendu I'Angleterre plus audacicuse dans ses combinaisons, qui 
tendent & détraire ce qu reste du prestige de Jn France en Orient, prestige justement 
acquis cependant par dimportants sacrifices d’hommes et d'argent. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 82. 
Memorandum. 


tion to-day with M. Dobler, Chef de Cabinot at the Residency, T 
drew his attention to an extract from the native paper ‘ Al Bacira” which appeared 
the “ Dépéche Tunisonne” of the 7th instant, I remarked that it was with consider- 
able alarm that Mr. Haggant took note of continued appeals to the native population 
‘of a character such as the extract in question, calculated as they w 
‘aaturally fanatical disposition of the Arabs. ‘They were even liable to convey to their 
minds the impression that the Government would be disposed to countenance excesses 
‘on their part against the missionary, an opinion naturally strengthened by the idea 
that a rigorous censorship over the native press is maintained by the Government of 
the Protectorate. 

‘Articles of this nature appearing in French newspapers were of little importance, 

a at an en le gp ne 
the missionaries the danger to them became greatly augmented. ‘That this was no 
mistaken view was borne out by the fact that opinion had become very general that 
the murder of Dr. Leach might be due to the speech of the Marquis de Morts, which 
‘was delivered in presence of tative of His Highness the Bey, and of many 
of the highest Tunisian officials. Whether such an opinion was well founded or 
otherwise, it at least showed into what channels the continued publication of such 
articles was likely to direct the current of Arab thought. I added that it was 
undoubtedly a dangerous course of action to permit such articles to continue to appear, 
from a political point of view, for mm ‘of unoffending British residents— 
sufficiently serious in themselves—beeame much more so, from that point of view, if 
they were those of missionaries, members of large and influential Societies, specially if 
it could be alleged by these that they had met their deaths from the neglect, or oven from 
a mistaken idea on the part of the natives of the actual incitement of the authorities. 
Ho was a Protestant himself and would know what I meant, Greater supervision was 
thas the police force was, as even ho 
for the calls that ‘wore mado 
jence being done by men, 
be led to imagine, by the 


op orities. 
ier in Tunis, that 
‘and that the 


ave a “lavage de 
ispleasing to the 
such an article, 
must have thought that he was’ not likely to run any risk in so doing. M. Dobler 
concurred ing that the article was exaggerated and characterized it as 


TTT TTT) 








In regard to the murder of Dr. Leach there was not, as far as was yet known, 
the slightest indication which could connect it with the speech of the Marquis de 
“Moris, nor could he credit it as possible. 

T interposed that it required but little to arouse the hatred of the Christian, 
always latent in the Eastern mind, and that his long knowledge of the East would 
bear out the truth of this assertion. 

He replied that the Tunisian Arab was quiet and tolerant, and not likely to be 
affected by such newspaper effusions, or by the resolution passed at the meeting of the 
Marquis de Mores, at which Government officials were present. He further added 
‘that these officials were not aware of what was to be the character of the speech, and 
that, indeed, several had next day expressed to the Residency their regret at the part 
they had taken in the meeting. While disclaiming any countenance whatsoever for 
such articles and speeches on the part of the Government, he recognized the possible 
gravity and danger of their publication in view of their influence on native feeling, 
and the advisability of an effort being made to avoid their continuance. He, in 
addition, promised to acquaint the Resident-General with the tenour of our conver. 
‘sation, and ended by saying that Mr. Haggard might rest assured that whatever could 
bo effected ly the Htesideny towards arresting the appearance of such articles would 
most certainly be done. 

(Signed) R. A. PROFEIT. 

Tunis, May 9, 1896, 





No, 83, 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received June 22.) 


(No. 25. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, June 12, 1896. 
AM ‘tho close of my despatch No. 24, Confidential, of the 10th instant, I 
ventured to express the opinion that the assertion of the Resident's Chef de Cabinet 
that the native press here was not liable to. the censorship of the French authorities 
could not be seriously sustained. 'This opinion has been corroborated since by the 
Honourable Terence Bourke, who has told me that M. Roy, the Seerétaire Général du 
ment, to whom I also alluded in that despatch, had once informed him that 
have no authority over the French papers here, they had absolute power 
over the native press. 
‘Tho general opinion, I may almost say certainly that the “ Bacira,” the paper 
from which the cutting I'inclosed in that despatch, was made, is the native organ of 
ey, is strengthened by the fact that it is ‘actually printed in the same office 
‘a8 tho official Journal. It is therefore clear it was not inserted with the actual 
mission of the authorities, it could only have been so in the convietion of the 
editor that it would not meet with their disapproval. 
Lhave, &o. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGG 


P.8.—It appears that, although translated in a recent copy of the “ Dépich 
original paragraph was in a number of the * Bacira” previous to my eonversation with 
‘M. Révoil, which I had the honour to report in my despatch No. 19 of the 
29th ultimo, so that it does not convey any indication that the gentle hint whieh I 
ventured to give him had failed in the effect which I hoped that it might possibly 


ice. 
me W. H. D. H. 





No. 34. 
Memorandum communicated by Italian Ambassador, June 24, 1806. 


LAGENT Consulaire de Sa Majesté A Gabés informe que, d’aprés des bruits qui 
ccourraient dans les cercles militaires, il serait question de preparer une expédition paar 
*apporter Ia dépouillo du Marquis de Mor’s ct pour punit les Touaregs, Les troupes 
de Ta garnison auraient regu Yordre de se tenir prétes & partir, 





No, 85, 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 7.) 


Confidential) 
‘Tunis, June 16, 1896, 
: 23 of the 8th instant, Uhave the honour to 
inclose a copy of a despateh which I have just received from the British Consular Agent 
at Gabes . Calleja to endeavour to ascertain where M. de Mords met 
the Touareg Chief, form your Lordship of the result, 
Te would appear if his journey bas been arranged with some care and is more 
aims, whatever they may be, and execution, than at first appeared certain from 
the extravagance of M. de Morés language. casa heat 
‘The Italian Agent oformed me to-day that he had heard from 
his colleague ut Topol that there mere rumours of serous eonfiets on the frontier, but that 
as these had not been confirmed by his agents at Gabes and Djerba, he accepted them 
hopes y ~s and Djerba, he accepted them 
‘The British Consular Agent at Gabes has informed me, in answer to a telegram from 
zc requesting bin to send me any foformation which be could about the rent oot, 
orted in my despatch No, 28 of the Sth June, that one had occurred, but. that the 
reported in ty dep mne had occurved, but that th 
Tt appears likely that it was not of the ture at first generally attributed to 
it; but these occurrences and rumours of others, whether true or not, would seem to show 
that there is a good deal of friction and commotion on the frontier—whether instigate 
encouraged by the French it is, of course, impossible to tell, though the renewal this su 
after theyhad ceased for the last three years ofthese disturbances, at a moment when travell 
immediate protection of the French, are jealously warned off the neighbourhood 
of the frontier—taken together with other circumstances to swhich I have alluded in previous 
despatches, would scem to point to its being at least not impossible that the French 
be not wholly strangers to the agitation, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) W. H, D, HAGGARD. 


Inclosure in No. 86. 
Mr. Calleja to Consul-General Haggard. 


si 
Sir, = Gaber, June 18, 1696. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that the camel-drivers and camels, engaged 
by the Marquis de Mores from Gabes, have returned to Gabes after an absence of thirty- 
ove days. 

They report that they were met by Touaregs, who seemed to be expecting th 
Marquis, and toade him welcome, The Touaregs transferred all his effects to ter catucls, 
and he continued bis journey with them. It was reported that his present journey would 
last for thirty days more beyond the sixteen traversed by the Gabes men, 4 

_ Thave, &o, 
(Signed) J. CALLEJA, 


$$ 
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No. 36. 
Congul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received June 26.) 


(Xo,28, Contdential.) 
Lord, Tunis, June 18, 1896, 


iy Lord, 

‘AS T had the honour of reporting to your Lordship, by telegraph, the Marquis 
de Mores’ expedition, which was, as was hoped here, to have so injurious an effect 
on our influence and interests in North Africa, has come to a fatal termination at 
vory beginning, thus trngically justifying the opinion which 1 ventured to express 
my’ despatch No. 16, Confidential, of the 19th ultimo, that he might “find the 
‘Touareg country a very hard nut to crack, and that he might possibly even meet 
with a check at the very threshold. 

‘The inelosed Report from the “ Déptche Tunisienne” is evidently offically 
inspired, and, as will be seen from the Memorandum, also inclosed, of a conversa~ 

between the British Viee-Consul and the Resident's Chef de Cabinet, the 
Resideney acknowledge that the Marquis de Mords was killed by the Touarey 
about 150 kilom. to the south of Danirat, their farthest military post to the south, 
whence they had on the night of the 16th instant received the news of his death. It 
would therefore appear that he must have been killed abcut a week after he had, as 
1 reported in my despatch No. 27 of the 16th instant, placed himself in the hands of 
the Touareg band, by whom he appears to have been murdered, Your Lordship 
will observe that in that despatch I assumed that the ‘Touaregs whom the caravan 
drivers reported on their return to Gabds as having met and taken charge of M. de 
Mores, had done so by arrangement; but the Residency now say that this was an 
accidental encounter, and the “ Dépéche” lays particular stress on this assertion 

"This atatement fe very probably true; but, of course, every means will be tried 
Uy lessen the responsibility for his journey, for such a prearranged meeting could 

aly have been effected through the Agency of the French authorities, between 
ind the Touaregs, as I have previously reported to your Lordship, there have 
-onsiderable communication during the last few months. 

The French Residency now repudiate all responsibility for his journey, 
alleging that he had undertaken before leaving Tunis not to travel in the direction 
of Ghadamds; but it is difficult to reconcile this statement with their previous 
attitude towards his mission, and with his own public utterances at the moment of 
his departure at Gabis, where, according to the Italian Agent, whose Report | had 
the honour of inclosing in my despatch No. 15 of the 19th ultimo, he was starting 
for Ghadamas, autant que possible par les autorités Frangaises.” This 
French assistance was confirmed to me by the British Consular Agent there. 

‘There is apparently, therefore, certainly an endeavour to minimize their share 
in so ghastly a failure, an endeavour, however, in which, in view of the publicity of 

hey will find it difficult to succeed. 

T may add, in confirmation of the conviction that the autho 
M. de Moras’ intention to go to Ghadames, the fact that twelve French officers had 
announced their intention of resigning their commissions and joining his expedition 
if ever he arrived at Ghodames, "In fact, it was an undorstood thing that th 
was the frst stage of his Journey. In conversation, ton, with Major Rebilt, the 
Military Attaché to the Residency, who has the direction of all matters on’ the 
frontier, he practically acknowledged to me that he was aware of M. de Morte! 
intention to proceed to Ghadamds, for he said that he had warned him of the danger 
to which he was exposing himself, and, on taking leave, had remarked that he 
scarcely expected to see him return alive. 

Not only will this be a severe blow to their prestige and to the chimerical 
Franco-Islamic views which they welcomed with such enthusiasin, but it must be a 

heck to. the efforts which they have recently been making to conciliate the 
‘ouaregs, and to open up the south for the passage of their trade and the propagand 
of their political ideas, summed up by M. de Moris in his last speech ia the 
following words: “De pénétrer dans les régions soumises & Vinfluence de 'Angle- 
terre pour exciter toutes les peuplades qui ne se sont pas encore prononcées ouverte 
ment contre cette nation et n'ont pas excore entrepris de la combatire par tous les 
moyens dont elles disposent.” 

Your Lordship will observe that the article in the “Déptche” closes with an 
appeal for vengeance. If this appeal be responded to it may well happen that, not 


only may the French find thomselves with the difficult task before them of pursuing 
the Touaregs into the desert and punishing them there, but also that its execution 
may give rise to further complications, 

ft is most extraordinary how nearly all these French expeditions in Africa 
seem to end in the same way. This swonld ta view of tis face that oury ate generally, 
if not crowned with absolute success, at least free from fatal disaster, seem to 
to some inherent incapacity in the French character to organize such expeditions 
and to deal with natives, which is at least encouraging to us in any rivalry which 
may exist between English and French interests in Africa; but, as the French are 

ikely to admit or even to realize this, they generally find it easier to 
attribute these murders to English instigation, and I if ff xpect to see the French 
press lay the assassination of M. de Morés at our door, specially in view of the fact 
of his violent attacks on England, 
T have, &o, 
(Signed) " W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


P.S.—I had harily written the closing words of this despatch when my eye fell 

‘on the inclosed paragraph in the * Dépache” quoted from a paper of weight like 

the “Figaro,” and an hour later I read the paragraph from_a ‘Tunis paper, also 

inclosed. add that the angry looks of some of the Frenchmen whom one 

in the streets of Tonis would scem to point to the fact that they 

are fully convinced that Her Majesty's Consulate-Goneral instigated the murder of 
M. de Moras, 

W. H. D. H 


Inclosure 1 in No. 36. 
Extract from “ La Dépéche Tunisienne” of June 18, 1896. 


MERCREDI, dans la matings, le bruit se répandit, tout A coup, dans Tunis, 
avec une persistance extraordina Marquis de’ Morés et son expé 
venaient d'etre massacrés 

Renseignen i resement exact et nos dépéches d’hier 
ne pouvaient pl ndre doute a cet égard, 

M. de Mords n'est point, hélas! le premier explorateur Afrieain qui suecombe & 
sa tiche, Il ne fait que grossir Ia sanglante phalange «les Crampel, des Flattors et 
de tant d'autres valourcux enfants de la France dont le sang généreux a rougi, 
depuis vingt ans, les sables de 

Sa mort n’en aura pas moins, 4 Tunis et dans toute la Régence, un retentisse- 
ment douloureux et prolongé. 


M, de Morés d Tunis, 


Il ya si peu de temps, en effet, qu'il était au miliew de nous plein de vie, de 
force, et d’enthonsiasme. 

Qui ne se rappelle encore ici la conférence qu'il nous donnait le 29 Mars 
dernier? Le ‘Théitre Francais était trop petit pour contenir In foule qui se pressait 
afin de lentendre, et qui applaudissait, & tout rompre, aux élans passionnés ct 
patriotes de ce grand jeune homme de 36 ans, & la moustache fidrement relevée, A I 
parole si chaude ct si vibrante dont le torrent coulait impétueux avec une rapidité 
‘superbe pendant que les bras croisés sur la poitrine semblaient en contenir les 
ardeurs et I'empécher d’éclater sons la pression intérieure. 

Crétait bien Vofficier de cavalerie parlant avec In méme fougue qu'il aurait 
chargé. 

Sa conférence donnée, M. de Mords se quelque temps A Hammam-Lif 
avec sa jeune femme, passant la, dans la paix d'une douce villégiature, ses derniers 
jours dé bonheur, organisant, en méme temps, sa caravane et achevant ses pré= 
Paratifs de départ. 
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Le 22 Avril, nous retrouvimes M. de Morts au paquebot de la Compagnie 
‘Transatlantique.' Il était venu accompagner a bord de la “Ville de Madrid” 
‘Meme, la Marquise de Morés, qui regagnait la France. 

Rarement, il nous fut donné dassister A plus navrants adieux. Quand le 
steamer quitta 'appontement, et qu'aprés une derniere étreinte, il fallut se séparer, 
Ja Marquise resta sur le pont pendant que Je Marquis vint se placer au bord méme 
de l'appontement, regardant s’éloigner tout ce qu'il almait le plus ici-bas, Leurs 
yeux ne se quittaient pas et depuis longtemps déja, de Mor’s, & coup sar, ne 

istinguait plus que confusément les traits de celle qui partait, qu'il était encore ld 
hypnotisé et anganti .,.. Sa haute taille se dessinait sous le ciel bleu; pas une 
larme ne tombait de sa paupidre; mais on sentait que cet homme, de fer pourtant, 
ugonisait et que son eceur était broyé. 

Crétait hélas! le supréme adieu ! 


En route pour le Sud, 


M. de Mords gagna Sousse, Sfax, et Gabés, Dans ces villes, il parla comme il 
avait parlé a ‘Tunis, Ce fut partout le méme sujet traité: “La pénétration de 
VAfrique ; le role de a France; Ia Méditerranée aux riverains;" partout aussi ce 
furent les memes applaudissements recuelll 

Tl donnait sa conférence A Gabés, au “Café de VOasis," le Jeudi, 14 Mai. 
Des le lendemain, il partait pour aller rejoindre sa caravane sur In ‘route de 


Kebili. 


A ces tribus qu’elles n'ont pas dans la France une ennemie, 
plutot une allide préte A les aider la seule condition quielles laissent passer 
iberté nos caravanes Frangaises. 


Avis du Gouvernement. 


La Résidence Générale a ofoi impossibilité 

od il Gtait de gagner le Vainement d 
Mors avait objecté qu g des appuis & Tiniassinia, en 
taux Touaregs c 000 fr. de bié, et que les Senonssi 
favorables, vs Protectorat avait. énergiquement 


quittant Gabis, In ligne de Bir-cs 
sur le Saha 


Composition de sa Caravane. 


Son expédition, tres aléatoire et trés dangereuse, avait alors été fort bien 
organisée. Il avait'pris avec lui, comme interpréte, un jeune indigine d'excellente 
famille, Abd-el-Hak, fils du Cheikh El-Ouartani, ancien Président des Habous; un 
riche négociant Rhadamésien, établi 4 Tunis, Sil El Hadj Ali qui, par sa mére, 
était neveu du Gouverneur de ‘Rhat; un autre indigéne nommé Ali’ ben Smerli et 
des nigres, tous mariés, péres de famille, choisis, avec le plus grand soin, par leur 
Cheik Salem.  ‘Trente-buit personnes formaient ainsi sa suite; toutes étaient 
armées de fo rapide. Il emmenait, en outre, quarante-cinq chameaux 
chargés d'une pacotille valant environ 40,000 fr. 


Changement d'Itinéraire. 
Le voila done parti de Gabés pour Kebili. Arrivé la, au lieu de suivre V'itiné- 


raire convenu avee Ia Résidence, il tourna brusquement a Test en longeant la 
frontidre Tripolitaine, 
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Pourquoi ce changement soudain contraire a la parole donnée? 11 it 
frapris les on dit d'un correspondant de M. de Mords, qu'il aurait été préveny que 
le Général de Larroque avait envoyé au-devant de fui, a Bir Es-Sof, un offices 


chargé de Yempécher de i nur éviter Vofficier,—cest 
—il avait wmode oe route, | re &h pour Gviter Tofficier,—ceat-A-lire lo salut, 


A El-Ouatia, 


ernie, il était arrivé de ta sorte A El Ouatia, pris Sinaoun, 
is urs jours défi, sa caravane et lui avaient été rejoints par des 
Touaregs Ioghar, l'une des branches des Touaregs Azdjer, ll stat enteé cp 
relations avec eux et, tout imbu des fausses idées du Colonel de Polignac et de 
Daverryer sur Ia eonfiance que l'on pouvait mettre dans la parole et la bonne foi de 
ces incorrigibles pillards, il avait écouté leurs propositions, 

Ces propositions étaiént simples. 

“Renvoyez,” lui disaient les ‘Touaregs, “votre escorte et vos chameaux 
Tunisiens. “Nous vous fournirons nous-mémes escorte et chameaux et, sous notte 
Barde et notre conduite, vous ires ob vous voudres dans une sécurité parfaite, 

Le malheureux, trompé, comme tant d'autres, par les faux récits des membre 
de la Mission Mircher, écouta ce langage des Tovarees.” ie Syke 

Honnéte, loyal et bon, il n'apergut ni le pitge grossier qu’ils lui tendaient ni 
Je guet-apens qui se préparait a "horizon 

Tl congédia vingt-neuf de ses hommes sur renvoya tous. ses 
geamenux a les hommes congédiés par les Touaregs auxquels il distribua 
le fas fe @ see compagnons qui partaient, et acheta, ov loua, 
de ses nowy chameaux nécessai la continuation de son voyage, 

Sombles il paya davanco et Vescorte ot les béte lide 

Lescorte était li, frémissante, préte a la curée 

Les bites, il fallut les attendre ting jours! 
ee 4 journée, Tes Touaregs amusdrent de Morty inventant tantOt un 
prétexte, pour expliquer le retard de leurs bétes qu'll avait fall 
chercher si loin, si loin!" ess b apes te nga 

Tout cela, l'escorte des Tunisiens cogédiés I'a raconté. La suite et le dénou 
ment du drame, un seu Present, les fait connaitre: Ali ben Smerli ; et 
Voici son réci < 


Arrivée des Chodmba. 


ray ees He 4 Juin, une bande de Chadmba dissidents vint camper prés du Frang 
Pauvre taient un tel regret do vivre loin de la terre de la pattie, 
promit son intervention prés du Gouvernement «le la 
ie pour leur faire obtenir aman, 
nba pourtant et Touaregs sent pendant co temps et, 
de ces coups de et sinistres, dont Vinlortuné 
Morés faisait naguére un trop véridiq Nl parlait de In colonne de 
de Monts fa P 7 parlait de In colonne d 
Jes Touaregs In sui i ils Nentourérent 
sans méme quielle pitt s'en douter. Pais, dun signal donné, ils fondirent. Tout 
fut tué jusqu’au dernier homme, et, le lendemain, quand Vaurore se leva, il ne restuit 
Plus rién des blanes ; la mer humaine avait p: 
Etait-ce Je passé qu'il racontait ainsi, ou Vavenir qu'il entrevoyait alors ? 


Le Drame. 


Abd-el-Hak ; derriére lui, quelques pas, de 
et, avec eux, Hadj Ali et deux serviteurs 


a Bs 4 200 métres en arriére environ, le convoi s'avangait escorté des 
Si L 
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Touaregs ct guidé par quatre serviteurs Tunisiens, parmi lesquels Ali-ben- 
i. 


On allatlentement, et Yon avait d peine parcoura 9 kilom. depuis Bir-el-Ouatiag 
Joreque, soudain, sans cris, sans provocation, trois des Touaregs de lescorte lancent 
Jeurs meharis ct fondent au galop, le sabre haut, sur de Mords. 

Tis avaient compté sans l'audace et Je sang-froid de V'officier. D'un coup de 
revolver, il abat un de ses agresseurs, et les deux autres prennent la faite. 

Mais cette attaque était le signal convenu. En deux troupes, Touaregs et 
Chaimba_se précipitérent, les uns sur le groupe de Mores, les autres sur les guides 
du convoi. En un clin dail, ces derniers sont pris, attachés et dépouilles; les 
chameanx s'agenouillent et les marchandises sont jetées a terre. 

De loin alors, Ali-ben-Smerli et ses camarades, réduits A Vimpuissance, assistent 
a Fattaque ot APhéroique défense de Morés et de'ses compagnons. Quatre heures 
durant, ces cing hommes tinrent tite & lears assailants qui tourbillonnaient autour 
deux comme un nuage de poussiére soulevé par le simoun, Jusqu'a ri 
héros, que nous unissons dans notre admiration et dans nos respect 
rolliche, rendant coup pour coup et répondant aux clameurs furieuses de leurs assas- 
sins par le crépitement de leurs earabines. 

A midi seulement tout se (ut et un lourd silence de mort plana sur ce champ de 


carnage. 


Aprés le Massacre. 


La soirée fat employée, par les Touaregs et les Chaimba, an partage des 
Aépouilles volées aux morts. 
Les uns et les autres couchdrent prés de leurs victimes. Entre temps, ils 
rassurdrent leurs captifs et lour rendirent leurs vétements. 
Co fut le. au matin seulement quiile se déciddrent d quitter ces lieux sanglants 
vers le sud en s'enfongant dans le désert avee leurs prisonniers et leur 


Le 9 an soir, Alicben-Smerli et ses camarades parent s'évader. Us refiront, & 
pew pras, dans Ia journée du 10, le chemin parcouru dans celle du 9, et se retrou- 

le soir, pris des cadavres raidis de leur chef et de leurs amis, liss'arrétérent 
et les reconnurent tous lex uns apris les autres, Tous les cing étaient couchés cdte 
Aebte; tous les cing dormaient leur méme sommeil aprés avoir versé leur sang pour 
Ja méme cause; tous I battus comme des lions, étaient tellement 
criblés de blessures ct de coups qu'll était impossible de distinguer celles provenant 
«armes a feu de celles provenant darmes blanches. 

De Mords était étendu sur le ventre, les bras en avant. 

Regardons-le bien. Son cadavre est le résultat des théories des de Polignac et 
des Duverryer sur Phonneur, la droiture, et la loyauté des Touarogs. 


Conclusion. 


Et maintenant, que tout ce noble sang, sang de Frangais et sang indigdnes, a 
coulé il nous reste dn double devoir & remplir 

Le premier, c'est de nous incliner, avec un respect profond, sur ces tombes si 
tragiquement ouvertes. Crest de saluer, sans distinction de race, de 
nationalité, ces vaillants qui sont tombés ensemble, aprés avoir lutté, cinq contre 
160, pendant quatre heures, sans faiblir et sans reculer, pour le drapeau dela France 
et la cause, plus sainte encore, de la civilisation. 

Le sang qui coule pour de telles causes ne saurait jamais couler en vain, et le 
second de nos devoirs est de le bg, wi 

Tly a trop longtemps que les Touaregs Azdjer, ces pirates du désert, abusent de 
Jn longanimité et de la patience de In France. Elle est longue Ia liste de leurs 
victimes. En 1869, c'est Mile. ‘Tinne, massacrée  Birguiz; en 1876, ce sont quatre 
Pires. Blancs, tués entre El-Goleah et le Touat ; en 1879, ce sont MM. Dourneaux~ 
Dupéré et Joubert, assassinés par les Chadmba, entre Ghadamds et Rhat. En 1881, 
est Platters; en 1886, ce sont quatre Péres Blancs encore ot enfin hier, e'étaient 
de Morts et nos Tunisieas qui tombaient sous les coups des mémes assassins. Et 
nous disons bien des mémes assassins ; car on sait que parmi eux se trouvaient les 
Chefs Okhad-ben-Bechaoui et An Deboul qui avaient déja escorté et trahi Flatters, 
est temps que tant de massacres ne restent pas impunis et que, puisque ladoucear 
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8 échoué et n'a servi qu’a rendre les pillards pl 

r y es pillards plus audacieux, la force, hati 
omme il Je méritent lex poursineJonque dane leurs repareg foe ag ea 
toot le sang et asstire définitivement aux routes du désert la paix et la 


Inclosore 2 in No. 36, 
Memorandem, 


IN reply to a question as to whether the Resid i rma 
he e Residency hind received any c 
tion of the sported assssnation of She Marquis de Mors, M. Dobler ioral ae 
Which they had received from the military authorities left uo douh 
#2 the scarey of th Terert, “This tragic result. he tributed to the Marques 
g bem induced by a band of Touaregs, whom ho met en route, to confide Mager 
and his followers to their escort. He had’ probabl re readily into the 
ort, He had probably entered the more readily into th 
snare thus prepared for him from the impredsion tint n dance, he would 
; rom the impression that, under their. gu he wi 
be more ita to atiain tho object of ‘hia, expedition, “On this subject! ae, 
arraplee was not communicative, beyond saying that it was believed the Ue 
nartuls intended to reach Rhat by way'of Ghadambs. It is vonsoquantly suppose 
er tiatter having transferred his baggage to their own eamelsy and atter the deypeteen 
{ne guaiority of the original caravan, the Tounrogs, at a’ place about 150 kilon 
south of Denim, fall upon and killed the’Marquis and his compan j 
trav Dober added tha wh rernment could not absolutely provent 
to prevent aanes eae et injunctions had been given to the French aubore 
natives from acting as bearers, and from supplying camels. f 
° tives from actin plying camels for b 
ie Cronin CN 0 fe rom Gabi by tho country of the Nefaoun to. the 
Alger er. It is, therefore, surmised that, a soon ‘as he had he las 
milgy post, be hanged his rout and made forthe direction of Ghaddnaes ? St 
;{luete remarks M. Dobler evidently intended to show that cho 
suthorities wero in no way officially connested potion, and that 
ay officially connected with th tion, and that, ax 
Monta bad departed from hia course they. were not Tesponsiblo forthe eosumrnce” 
1¢ danger of travelling in these 10 i¢ remarked, could not be oxagige 
and t spirit of enmity towards Christians far from ‘ding satan eared 
the incense. This was to bo attributed he insinuous propaganda 
ofthe 8 . ince ing on the Mediterranean 
Mora ter attain dimensions with 
Africa will sooner or later have to 
ers, and Morocco its devotees proclaim the 
asidiously as to escape detection. 


ee 
Inclosure 3 in No. 36. 
Estracts from Tunisian Papers. 
LE “Figaro” dit: “Si M. de Mords est r(ellement mort, il conviendra de #0 


sebpeler equi nous disat avant son départ: ‘J'ai moné une eampagno ted; violent 


contre Faction Anglaise en ©; dl 
cola me porte mala By aeraee: il ne faudra pas vous étonner outre mesure sf 


Ja premiére heure, que le M: is 
Rhadamés. : Shag 
ient nous eonfirmer, 


inion publique, le soupgon général est que co 
fois, voulaient faire parler etx par quelgue Gornite pot 
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‘Tout Jo monde se souvient des eonférences du Marqais de Mor’s, avant son départ 
nar le désert. 

Tew’ s‘L/ennoml lo plus d redouter,” disait-l, “et par conséquent le plus d combattre, 
c'est Albion, dont on ne peut séparee le nom du qualificatif de perfide”” 

Son intention était Waller A travers le désert encourager les Derviches a Ia 
révolte contre Ia domination du mandit et détesté Iéopard. 

1 eat done asses naturel que le soupgon d’an pare guot-apens so soit ports sur 
Vennemie séculaire, traditiounelle de In France, ; 

Aucun méfait' de In part des Anglais ne nous étonne, car, depuis des sidcles, ils 
nous ont fait, ot continuent ’ nous fairo tout le mal qu'ils peavents toujours, et 
partout, Ia France sent Ia main de I'Angleterre dans tout ce qui lui arrive de 
‘ésagréablo, de doulourenx, et de fatal. 

D'ailleurs, le souvenir du malheureux Olivier Pain est encore trop présent & notre 

esprit, pour que nous doutions, un seul instant, de la véracité des accusations publiques 
contre notre ennemie acharnée. 





No. 37, 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received July 7.) 


(No. 29, Confidential.) 
My Lord, unis, June 20, 1896. 

ATT the clote of the Memorandum of the conversation between Mr. Profeit, the British 
Vice-Consul, and the Resident's Chef de Cabinet, inclosed in my immediately preceding 
Aespateh, your Lordshi have observed the remarks of the latter with reference to 
the alleged great and mischievous influence of the Senoussi sect in Tunis, He also elludes 
to the extraordinary seoreey of their proceedings. 

‘This may be true, but, though the French authorities should be supposed, with the 
Powerful machinery at their command, to know more about such matters than any one 
else, they are so litle in touch with the natives, and theit police iso ineffective, that 1 

such a statement should be received with caution, and your Lordship will 
uccording to M. Dobler, they know very little about the workings of 
Which he says are so insidious a8 to avoid detection, If this be 40, it is 
perhaps the most curious feature in the matter, for the natives of Tunis have the reputa- 
wot being able to keep a secret for long, so much #0, that the Courts rely upon 
this failing for the eventual discovery of carefully concealed erime. 

Since my arrival here I have constantly endeavoured on my own account to make 
‘out something about the workings of the sect in ‘Tunis, bu , #0 have come to 
the conclusion either that M. Dobler is right, and that the secrecy of their proceedings 
is phenomenal or that, at all events for the present, they are not very active, 

1 happened yesterday to have a very good opportunity of cross-questioning an 
influential Arab gentleman, specially powerful in Kairwan, where, if anywhere in North 
Africa this religious sect must be working, and where its workings could cert 
escape his notice, Ho assured me that the sect was not active or dangerous, at. al 
in Tunis, Ofcourse there is nothing to pre ce from speaking falsely, 
‘and ho may even be himself a leader of this Soci ht possibly have said to 
me what he would not have Frenchman, and 1 could detect nothing in his 
replies to my questi n his manner to give me’ any reason to suppose that he was 
not speaking the truth, ‘To-day, moreover, I had a conversation with another Arab 

ntleman, a large landowner in’ the neighbourhood of Tunis, the leading man 
flourishing’ country town. T questioned in on the subject through one of my j 
series, and could see that neither of them understood in the least to what I was alluding. 
He not only declared that the Senoussi sect did not exist in his district, but he had never 
‘even heard of it, and both my janissary’s and his puzzled expression ‘at, and irrelevant 
‘answers to my questions, convinced me that the whole subject was new to them. 

Of two others whom J have questioned lately on the subject, one said that he had 
eard of Senoussi as b luential in Tripoli, but had never heard him alluded to in 
‘Tunis; the other, a man of standing, education, and travel, knew all about the sect, which 
he said was very numerous in Tripoli. He added that sometimes the Maroccines came 
aand preached the tenets of the sect openly in the mosques; but that, as far as Tunis was 
concerned, there wore very few followers of the sect, and that there was nothing secret 
about their proceedings. 

Thelieve that the inquiries of my predecessor, whose knowledge of Arabic gave him 
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Sense of probing such a question than T can possibly have, arrived at 
gbserve that some of the French papers attribute M. de Morés’ murder to the ai 
ate A forés' mur tion 
piithe Senoussi, and M. Dobler would seem to suggest that, at least indirectly, this may 
Knowntizel to bring about his death; but it would secm ‘unnecessary to. go beyond the 
occurrence om and predatory instinct and habits of the Touarege to account for that 
T have discovered in the archi inumbered despatch which Mi 
rE ives an unnumbered despatch which Mr, Ricketts 
parently teat to the Foreign Office on the 30th April or the tat May, 168 chin nee 
8 good deal of information on the subject of the rec ee enna 
_ Ehave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H, D, HAGGARD. 








ConealsGeneral Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Reeevel July 7.) 


(No. 30.) 
My Lord, 
Jon {PH reference to my despatch No, the h 
close herewith n copy of a report from the British Consular Agent at Gates 
detalls ofthe murder af the Margus ds Monde, 8) CoMlaT ABeat a Gates, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 


ee 


Inclosure in No, 38, 
Mr. Calleja to Consul-General Haggard, 


sir, 
, Gabes, June 
sie LHAVE the honour to comenicte to you the roumstaiee wife 202880 
able to learn of from outside sources regarding the expedition oaderahe sr en aee® 
de Morés and its unfortunate termination “e *Petiton undertaken by the Marquis 
‘The Gabes cameldrivers, teclve bee, were engaged to 
amber, were engaged to go as the Marquis 
igh oer ars lat" parte om aes was on the Itt May, but Troe 
Cannot state any of the subnequent dates with precision. T'eay onhe ait ee 
Approximately * i ee 
‘The cararan was added to near Ketilli, and on tho way, by Tanisinn border Arabe 
and Algerian Arabs engaged by the Marquis. Whe, about the Set or 40h feu et 
Caravan was near Sinaouni, there was a dificulty for water, ad while all tie moe he 
ofthe carwean waited, the interpreter and thre en wen off ts one eee ieee 
spat tnl ove man went offi another direction, “he later beard. frag, whieh 
aflerwands learned was due to a gazelle hunt; but he was alarmeh, and eine 
that enemies were likely at had Ths caravan moneda eh pee 
ssid party meanwhile had ‘net: two Touaregs and x Sinaoul man, whe! chewed ay aseee: 
Ta panel, and came ito the amp along with the party the net dey towards eae 
ims farty bad brought a camebload of water from another well Other Tooreds 
inte the camp in the evening, aod all hospitality was shown by thom in ererct mate, ae 
2 by bring three large dabes of cuss, : ue 
he Touaregs, with their Chief, Besh Shaoni, who were encamped in the neighboure 
food, offered to make up a caravan for the Mangus, with which they silt he coed eet 
iiany direction he pleased, and with which in particular, he eoull reach Oley i tee 
the time thatthe Gabes meni would ake. The Marquis mi completely petuctea bia 
[Presentations and offers, and signified tothe Gabes men that thay wert toes Keot te 
e Nould go on with a Touareg caravan. ‘The Gubes men called hi to wifes wat ae 
Hae Breet realy to fall er contact by going on with hw, but he nseaede 
pensing with their services, and he paid them for twenty-two dayy travelling ieee 
Mattsite they bad teen cecopied with him.” All the Runsian ‘ametdeives, te 
Marquis about the Sth June, and, beiog without lod, travelled rapidly The Cake 
made shart cat by Taabioniog, ad reached bron the 12th Jone 
a 





Totty irri 





C~ ae We ees 


av onend 
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After the Gabes camels left the On some pretext or another, detained the 
‘Marquis for two or three days, and started with him on the 8th June from Sinaoui. 

‘hen they had been travelling for a short distance, three Touaregs came up behind 
the Marquis and wounded him with swords. Morés turned round, and with his revolver 
‘shot one dead and wounded two; but then all the Touaregs set on him and finished by 
Killing him, 

‘The Murquis’ own party, besides himself, consisted of ten. Of the cleven five were 
Killed, and six escaped death.’ ‘The man who has given information of the massacre was 


‘The place the massacre took place is a little way beyond Sinaoui on the route to 
Ghadames, and about three days’ journey from Ghadames. 

‘The news they brought in by one of the survivors has been corroborated by a 
caravanist, who, having passed the site of the massuere after it happened, bas vesterd 
reported to the military authoritiés that the dead bodies re 


authorities are sen 
Lhave, &e. 
F. CALLEJA, 





Consul-General Haygard to the Marquess of Salisbury —( Received July 7.) 


(No. 31, Confidential.) 


My Led, Tunis, June 28, 1806 


IN imy despatch No. 28, Confidential, of the 18th instant, I ventured to s 
that if tho French authe 


the Marquis 
ese complications would seem to be foreshadowed in t 


might bring 


character of that paper, is to me 
additionall ive, inasmuch as in its geogra events, it 

expressed in much th words, as those conveyed 
y Major itebill ilitary Attaché to the Residency, who 


frontier uni 


* Dépiche,” which, 


¢ those of the French 


Your Lordship will observe that these views are somewhat startling. Major Rebillet 
told me, and it is repeated hero, that, taking as its basis the Convention concluded 
between your Lordship and M. Waddington on the Sth August, 1800, under which the 
Hinterland south of Algiers and Tunis was within tho sphere of French influence ; 
towns such as Ghadamés, Sinaoun, and Rhat were Turkish, but that the surrowsding 
districts were under Fronch influence, ie., that the tow uurkish, but that the 
country round is French. He went on to say that this being the case, the French 
authorities had, although M. de Mor’s was killed between Sinaoun and Ghadamés, 
two Tripolitan towns, no grievance against the Turks, for he was not killed in Tripo- 
litan territory. 5 4 

‘This might, at first sight, of course, be considered as promising well, as indicating 
no wish to the ‘Turks, save that such a claim would raise the question of 
possession of territory in such a manner as to make it difficult for the Turks not to 
‘oppose it. Such a pretension, moreover, would also give a somewhat wider inter- 
pretation to the second clause of the ‘Treaty quoted than possibly your Lordship 
intended. 


One can now see how all these late frontier disturbances have come about. 
According to this new French theory there is no Tripolitan territory in those regions. 
It is all ‘Tunisian; there are, therefore, no Tripolitan tribes ; they are Tunisian, and 
must pay Tunisian taxes. ‘They resist this act of oppressive usurpation, and are shot 
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they hold then Wi 
to me once, 
ures de nous opposer une 


T could hardly ve that I had h oT i 
nal aly | heanl Major Rebillet’s views aright, b 
eth a en en ai eratin ne 
poppies pape e also mentioned, the inclosed art further confirms 
_ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) H. D. HAGGARD, 


SSS 


Inclosure in No. 39, 
Extract from “ La Déptche Tunisienne of Jun 


ON a va, hier matin, dans n¢ dé " 


ner A cette affirmation, absolument erronée, le démenti catée 


iter pour juger la question 
Armée Halton iho," t Ot Publife a1 rary par 
a rontidre eutre la ‘Tunisio et la Tripolitaine est nottement 
cus et entrée du Sahara, au point de Djenayen. Mais, & paste 
ean ligne S Aémarcation In est en plein Sahara, dans co 
{lont In possession est régléo par la Convention Franco Avy 
5 Aoi, ignée par Lord Salisbury ot qui reconna 5 
Vautorité do la Francs, le sud de sea peosesins Mean Artic 
sur le Niger, ct Baroua, sur le Lac Thad, eet A 
Libinterland d'une région est eotto parti 
ont ot conmercialement. Or, 10 8 mo sans valeur, ne tito ‘son 
mportance que des routes « ion In eOto Mediverransonse 
Fe ont eulan. La route, suivie par de Mort, ot quo jalonnent Inspect cane 
Ee taut le Sahara et la véitablo route Saharionne devia Tunisian, Perea teat 
r pastent aonnée par les caravanes qui so rendont & notre marché do Turan ose 
appartiont dono bion & hinterland ‘Tunision et constitue et 
iPétous, quo I'n reconnu, daillours, la Convention ie 


Jn seule route Saharienne 
et voisin, 
Ie territoire des 


n'en a du reste jamais réclamé 
jamais reconnu et, & auoune Spoque, nots n'avons fait 
les massacres commis par cos inootrigibles pila 
Sao an dons de tas quelques de ob mere 


de Flatters, éo, 


uaregs. Cex 
ns Yoisins du 


par 
are gs 5 
eux, Mais jamais 

ion sur ces insoumi 
passé en plein Sahara, 
le prétend “I'Bvénement,"” h 
Cotte thise de notre confréra 





“ 


“Ele est infuste pour les raisons que nous venous d'exposer; elle est antipatriotique 
eo qu, acl pourait prevalotr, clo tendrait & donate 8 Porte, au détriment de 
France, une influence et une autorité que nous lui avons toujours gontestées, 

Non, no demandons point 1 la Turquie vengeance pour de Morés ot ses com- 
Pagnons. | Vengeons-les nous-mémes. Que leur sacrifice, héroiquement accompli, soit 
Pour nous occasion d'un pas en avant décisif dans les profondeurs du Sahara, 

Allons! Bt si nous trouvons devant nous les assassins de nos fréres, 
comme ils le méritent. | Mais surtout vengeons-les comme, A coup str te 
le plus d'étre vengés: Prenons possession de cett témoin de leur vaillanee 
co sable quia bu leur noble sang, de ect espace qui a répercuté leurs eris 
requ leur dernier soupir. | Rtablissons-nous la définitivement; qu'un fort y 
portant le nom des morts; que nos couleurs y flottent et que In vue de ces couleurs, 
Fayonnant dans Tincommensurable azur, aniionee aux bandits que le Sahara sera 
bientOt libre et que pour eux approche I'lieure du chdtiment final. 





No, 40. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 7.) 


(No. 82. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Tunis, June 24, 1806, 
KING it better, before sending off my immediately preceding despateh on 

the subject of the views of the French authorities here with reference t the Tear 

‘Tripolitan fro confirmation of Major Rebillet’s statement, special 

‘a8 my conversa had been of a casual and informal el 

dispatching it and took an opportunity this morning of s 

Rewidont. loner “f : 

M. Millet fully. o« ows expressed. by y nd 
enlarged upon by the * Dépéche ” inelosed in my immediately preceding 
despatel 

He taid that sccoling to the Convention between your Lordship and 
M. Waddington of the Sth August, 1800, the sphe fluence was acknow- 
edged to extend from the territory of Tunis to’ the ake Tehad—thus 
taking in the country surrounding Sinaoun, Ghad 
merely Turkish settletents, and that the surrounding districts were in nowise under 
Tarkish sw fact that the Turks themselves had constantly to 

mit to the exactions of tho Tounregs in the neighbourhood of these places. “He 
Smphasized this very strongly in reply to a remark from me that it appeared that th 
Marquis do Mores having heen Killed between i had fallen on 
‘urkiah territory. |“ Tt is not Turkish territory,” he replied, and on may saying. that 
Maou free Turkey from any responsibility for th murder of the Marquis de 
Morts, he replied, “ just so, but it gives us the argument which we shall make yas cf, 
when the occasion arises, that she has no claim on a territory where she cannet 
preserve onder or protect the lives of travellers 

On my inquiring as to how far sidered that French influence extended to 
the east, he sid thats reference tothe lie of angie thera ard, f0 
OF course, according to this theor ry large part of what has hitherto. been 
considered’ Tripoli » be so and pass to France. He added that the 
cones atteet Tunis aod Tripoli had been defined as far as Djeneyen, and practically 

hat point they considered themselves at liberty to take what they 
© that evon north of Djeneyen they would consider it necessary 
wat, and hero it is worth observing that Sinaoun is to the east of 


ot told me (perhaps somewhat hesitatingly) that there was no immediate 
of sending an expedition to punish tho Touaregs, but that M. de Morte’ 
murder would bo an additional drop to the cup which was already nearly full. 

Since writing the above E have read the inclosed article from to-day’  Dépeche.” 
Xour Lordship will observe that its terms are practically identical with the cievs 
Sadreveat to me by the Resident-General. Tt may be taken, therefore, as recording the 
Tews of the Residency in the matter. The wording, indeed, is wo similar te the 
language used to me by M. Millet that I think he must either have himself written 
‘the article, or, at all events, have inspired it. He simply gave mea précis of it 


“5 


pent deux ou trois 

pation constitue des 

en deliors de ees points of 

ees {es routes, et les pdturages ne leur 
There can be no mistaking those words, 


but one wonders why they are written, 
ters why they 5 


T have, 
(Bigned) 


ee 


Inclosure in No, 40, 


W. H. D, HAGGARD. 


Bstract fron: La Déptche Tunisienne” of June 24, 1806, 


CHACUN sait qu’on appetio 
rat sfogrphigunnent ep 
Un interland de Ia Tunisic, comme celui do Algérie, notre voi 

Boban “gle Méliterrandenne, so prolonge wind et, isin, ct des autres 
rasta et ate ger admin deta part, ase ac, Saba ee quo la 
mime, eof ans aes Mando da Sabarey sans ‘ateur of "eogeree, par ele 
cation’ jalonnae si™Ple gion do transit, uno sorie, ag Preeaue a de communi. 

nts dau ent 10" Contro African Tes page reeqcgataatl 


Reste done & déterm da 
Res dans Jo partage du Sabara en hinterlands 
len, Ip gua nent ly AAG Saharan tia 
literranéennes, ee 
Or, géographig ement, rien do plus nid 
, tA Vheure que Ia seule valeur du © tine dey 
qi alcur du Sahara se tire des différentes 
teretoies Mrdinvervent ‘aboutissant, d'un edte, au Route ne divers 
hi a 3 sant, d'un foudan; de Vautre, aux divers 
i erate "Mau ot Rm de Hr a 
Ste pone Me a4’ prolonger, dans le Baliars, Tes nedrigh extrémes 
céte pour déterminer les limites de le hinterland respootif 
toute le renee Prnelbes la part d'hinterland Saharice on ovient A la Tunisia oo 
toute la région située A {4 méridion de Zarzis-Dehiba prolouge on- 
fale commerciale Saharienne actuelle, qui vient de Kano par that 
Sensis oa ul n idien du Ket & Gafsa, est bien comprise 
igeauché du Sahara vers Inchte Méditerrangenno so trouy 
cs Bibans. De Ghadamds & co point on me compte, 
i ,0° Kilom., tandis que de Ghadames ‘Tripoli, il y on a 
ne stance un quart plus fongue que cello aboutieens Ia cbte 


n pays Ia région intéricure qui en 


i on compare les deux ehemins, non plus au 
8 cel dea eit, te ne Febport 
Seaaee aw elle ext la plus directo et parte 
Aésolées pour entrer dans a zone edtiire wlan 
des moyens de subsistance. mks! 
Hleeneny, parce, Sabsrionne actuelle, cello que suivat lo Marquis a 
a n ok » celle que suivai is do Monts, 
teat, amet arcourue par les caravanos qui viens Matahiouino ef quiet 
longement de son mane, Yl desserve In Hégence, silage den it pro- 
gene mesitien, fait bien partic do Vhinterland géographique ate, 


4 Tripolitaine n'en saurnit dire autaut, Catto route, en effet, n'est point située 


t de vue des distances, mais 
dien davantage encoro sur 

elle quitto plus tt les ‘régions 
ment peuplée, riche en eau et préventant 


sar Ie m igé du seul débouché quiofire le vilay Tipo, ot ae 
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Eh bien, si yhiquement toute In bande Saharienne & Vouest du méridien 
de Zarzis relive ainsi dela ‘Tunisi, elle en relbve beaucoup pls encore politiquement. 

Rappelons d'abord, ce que beaucoup ignorent, qu'une fraction de la tribu 
‘Tunisienne d’El-Ourghemma posséde un droit seigueurial incontestable sur toutes 
les oasis situées A Nouest de In Tripolitaine jusqu’au delA du neuvidme méridien, et 
spécialement sur Ouarzen, Nalout, Sinaoun, Derdje, Bir-Zar, Bir-Tiaret, &,, e'est-A- 
dire sur tout cet hinterland Tunisien qui nous oceupe. Ces droits seigneuriaux, qui 

lacent les indigénes de ces différentes onsis dans un état réel de servage vis-A-vis 

des ELOurghemma, ct font des Ourghemma les propriétaires principaux de toute 
cette région, mettent ainsi la ‘Tunisie, par rapport A Ia ‘Tripolitaine, dans tine situation 
privilégiée & Inquelle le Gouves t du Protectorat aurait réellement. tort: 
suivant les conclusions d'une brochure tr’s curieuse sur cette question de 
M. yguyer—de ne pas donner la plus solennelle et In plus indiscutable con- 
sécration 

Cette consécration daillours ne fera que venir en confirmation des arrangements 
internationaux réglant l'approprintion de hinterland Saharien. 

La Convention Franco-Anglaise du 5 Aoitt, 1890, Article II, reconnalt, en effet, 
comme formant Ia zone soumise A V'influence Frangaise, tout Te sud de nos posses- 
sions Méditerranéennes jusqu’h la ligne Say sur lo Niger et Baroua sur le Lac 
‘Tehad. 

Sahary, limitée par ees lignes, et qu 
int Hlentique’ A calle qui rel 
possessions Algériennes ot Tunisien 

‘Sans doute, dans ect hinterland Frangais, les Tures oecupent deux ow trois 
points: Ghndamis, depuis 1840; Rhat, 1874. Cette occupation constitue des 
faite accomplis devant lesquels nous nous inclinons. Mais, en debors de ces points oft 
ils tionnent garnison, le pays ouvert, les points d'eau, les routes et les plturages ne 
Tour appartiennent point. Ils n'ont dessus aucun droit ot n’ont du reste jamais songs 
‘ven réclamer aucun, ni d y faire acte d’eutorité. 

nsi quien 1862, le Gouvernement Francais traita directement avec les 
es contrées. sans soulever In moindre objection da Gouvernement Otto- 
Aidée de In Franco de demander 
nombreux et les brigandages sans nombre 
rés, par les Touarogs Azdjer de ces mé 
régions. el a davantage compte Asa voisine 
do Tripol nent de couler de nouveau & 
#l-Onatia 

El-Otiatin est on plein Sahara, sur territoiro Touarog, ot, par conséquent, il 
appartient A la zone soumise d laction directo do In France et non & Ia Tripolitaine 

Les cartes, quelles qu’elles soient, qui, au-dessous d'Ogla-Djoneyen, présentent 
uno ligne figumat In frantidre entre In Tipolitaine et la 'Tunisje nont donc vicicuses, 
Cotte fronti&re n'existe pas. Dans le Salicl, entre In mer et Djeneyen, Ia frontidre a 
616 déterminge soigneusement et discutée point par point. Rien de pareil n'a été fait 
nine pouvait 6tre fait au sud de Djeneyen. Les Tures, en effet, y possident trois 
points: Ghadamds, Sinaoun, et Djerdj; mais, en dehors de li, tout to reste du pays, 
ans les limites que nous avons précisées plus haut, reldve de I'influence Frangaise et 
fait incontestablement partie de notre hinterland Tunisien. 





No, 41. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 7.) 


(No. 88. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, June 24, 1896. 
SINCE writing my despatch No. 82 of this day's date Thave seen Major Rebillet, 
who told me that the frontier is really only fy defined as far as Debibat, where 
Ahoy have a miitry pot. The Chef de Cabinet was therefore wrong the othr day 
when he told Mr. Profeit, as I had the honour of reporting in my despatch No. 28 of 
the 18th instant, that Danirat was the southernmost Tunisian military post. Major 
Rebillet gave me some information about Djenoyen which I confess I did not grasp. 
‘Phe fact is that, as is perhaps not , in view of the extensive but shadowy 
nature of the ‘frontier and of the French ‘claims, the different members of the 


a7 


Residency are very mixed as to the matier and contradict one another in questions of 
detail, 


‘Major Rebillet spoke very sensibly about the vengeance to be taken, saying that 
twas perfect nonsense to think of such a thing for the moment, but he said what 
right be done, and what he should like to see done, would be to ercot a fort at Bir-el- 
Mater, the spot where M. de Morés was killed, where thero is a good well. 

‘This would give practical effect to the views expressed by the Resident-General 
and by him, which I have reported to your Lordship in my previous despatches, views 
which Major Rebillet repeated again to me at considerable length, and, though ns was 
natural, they were Meaehal ix tats Tolereet ott uage than that of his chief, the 
substance was the same. 

T called on Major Rebillet to try and see the Military Map of 1804, alluded to in 
my despatch No. 81 of the 22nd June, which I had triedin vain to get in Tunis, He 
himself had not got a copy of it, but he fully explained to me the situation. I will 
forward Lordship a copy as soon as I can get one, which I am promised in a 
fortnight’s time. 

In the course of our conversation Major Rebillet alluded to the folly of the 
French newspapers, which were crying out for the Government to demand reparation 
from the Porto for the murder of the Marquis de Mors. ‘This, he said, would at once 
admit the territ« right of Turkey, which they contest, and tarn’a purely local 
matter into a question of European policy. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 





No. 42. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received July 7.) 


(No. 34. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, June 26, 1800. 

CHANCING to mect at dinner last Major Rebillot, the Military Attaché to 
the Residency, to whom I have alluded in my immediately preceding despatches on the 
subject of the views of the Fre i reference to the Tunis“Tripolitan 
frontier, he asked me if I had read in the “ Dép of that morning the narrative of the 
murder of M. de Mores, which I have the honour to inclose herewith. 

On my replying in the affirmative, he said that it had been given to him by the 
negro, and that, {rom his examination of the man, he was convinced that it was a true 
account of the disaster. On my asking him if he had supplied it to the “ Dépéche,” he 
said that a representative of that paper was present at the examination. 

‘This would scem to tend to confirm the opinion which T have ventured to express 
to your Lordship as to the direet inspiration of the different articles which I have had 
honour of inclosing to your Lordship, and it will be noticed that. in the remarks at 
close of the narrative is reproduced the scheme which Major Rebillet, as reported in my 
immediately preceding despatch, bad mentioned to me of erecting a fort on the spot where 
the Marquis de Mors fell. 

It appears that the Chatmba who were associated with the Touaregs in the crime 
are a revolted (*dissident™) Algerian tribe, who have left their homes in Algeria and taken 
to the desert. 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Inclosure in No. 42. 
Ectract from “ La Dépéche Tunisienne" of June 25, 1896. 


ALL SMERLI cst revenu A ‘Tunis, et, aprés lo récit tris précis ot tres détaillé 
quills fait des derniers jours et de Ia fin de Vinfortuné de Moris et de ses compagnons, 
nul doute n'est malhoureusement possible. 

Ils ont 6t6 certainement massnerés, et sont tombés victimes, en définitive, il faut 
Je dire, ni de l'Angleterre, ni des Juifs, comme ont déji déclaré, sans In moindre 
preure A V’appui, des feuilles toujours bien informées, mais simplement d'une bande 
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illards ‘Touaregs et Chadmbs, allumés par V'appat d'une richesse que de Mores 
hvalt fort imprudemment trop étalée i leurs yeux, toujours pleins de convoitise, 

Cette vérité ressort, avec une Iumineuse évidence, du récit trés simple, mais trés 
circonstancié pourtant, qu’a fait devant nous Pun des négres, heureusement échappé & 
In catastrophe, et dont nous nous bornéns A reproduire ci-dessous la narration, apres 
avoir toutefois présenté son auteur i nos lecteurs. r 

"Ali Smerll, done, ndgre, originaire de Tunis, est Agé d'une trentaine d’années, 
marié ot pore de famille, Grand ct vigoureux, les traits réguliers et assez fins, iL 
paratt intelligent. Il semble, dans tout le drame od il a été mélé, s'étre conduit avec 
tune honnéteté et un dévouement parfaits, 

Laissons-lui la parole. 


Départ de Djeneyen. 


La carayane de De Morés quitta Djeneyen le 31 M: 
Le 1" Juin elle eampa sans avoir trouvé ni puits ni point d'eau. 


Le 2 Juin, 


Le 2 Juin, vers 3 heures du soir, aprds une marche pénible, on dut s'arréter 
encore, sans avoir trouvé aucun puits. Comme il fallait, de toute nécessité, en trouver 
un Ie lendemain, M, do Mors envoya Abd-el-Hak, Ali de Sinaoun, Ali-el-Chambi, 
un Chaimba, engagé A Djeneyen pour guider In caravane jusqu’d Rhat, et quatre 
guides de Nefzaoun, afin de chercher et de trouver le puits le plus proche, 

Co petit groupe partit aussitét. 

Ta nuit était presque arrivée lorsqu’un de ces hommes parut A horizon agitant 
son burnous. Tlexpliqua que ses compagnons avaient rencontré un habitant de 
Sinaoun, fabricant de goudron, qui leur avait offert de les conduire jusqu'au point d'eau 


ntendu des coups de feu, et, eroyant 
uno attagu sil engagea vivement MI. de Mords 


A lever Ie camp ot 
De Moris suivit ec 

montagneuse et rochew 

aavancer dans les téndbres 
Bon gré, mal gré, il fallut done starréter et coucher la, 


Le 3 Juin. 


Lo Iendemain matin, Mercredi, 8 Juin, nous nous remimes en route, et nous 
arriviimes promptement an puits d’El-Ouatin. Nous fames étonnés de n'y rencontrer 
ni Abd-el-flak, ni ceux qui l'accompagnaient, Tl fallut courir & leur recherche, et lun 
de nous, originaire de Merzoug, partit dans co but. Tl les apergut bientét arnétés 
pris dun puits un peu plus loigné que cel surle bord duquel now étions fxs nows- 
me Nos camnarades revinrent don 

Absl-el-Hak amenait aves Ini deux ‘Touaregs, dont l'un nommé Bou Chaoui, qu'il 
avait rencontrés le matin méme. Ces Tounregs, qui étaient A pied, présentés dM. de 
Mords, reurent de lui le meilleur accueil. Il leur offrit da café, les fit déjeuner, les 
retint A diner et A coucher au camp. 11 parnissait enchanté de ces premieres relations 
avec eux. 

Dans la soirée une quinzaine dautres Touarogs environ vinrent A notre campe- 
ment, On les hébergea ; on fit enire, en leur honneur, deux plats de couscous et un 
plat de riz sans viande. M. de Morés ouvrit méme une boite de thé pour leur en 
servir. L’houre du repos arrivée, ces gens se retirérent un pen en dehors de notre 
camp. 

Bou Chaoui semblait étre leur chef. Il était’ seul A parler Arabe, Encore 
parlait-il cette langue assez difficilement, et d’une fagon peu intelligible. I fallait, 
pour le comprendre, toute la bonne volonté d’Abl-cl-Hak, qui servait d'interprote 
entre M. de Mor’s ct ect homme. Ses compatriotes du désert ne parlaient que leur 
idiome national. Aussi, seuls Hadj Ali et deux de ses serviteurs pouvaient s'entretenir 
avec ux. 

‘Détail & noter: Bou Chaoui demands des cigarettes A Abd-el-Hak. Pour les 
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famer, il abaisea son voile, de sorte que Smerli put voir sa figure, C’ 
on voile, de sort i pu C'est un homme de 
40 8.45 ans, quil recomnattrait sirement sil se trouvait jamais. plaoé en face 
Disons aussi tout de suite que les jours suivants, pendant qu 
immobiliss 4 El Ouatia, Bou Chaoui ne manqua pas de revenir novs voir longuetnent 
tameua mime sa petite-flle, enfant de 0. 7 ans F 
Visite de Veufunt ‘ferait assez croire que le ea i 
tout proche du ntre; il eat vrai que nous, ne {avons nulloment aperpos ree aie 
ient, sans donte, A Ja forme et & Ia couleur des tentes Tounregs faites de cuir et trds 
er, méme i courte distance. 
Quoi qu'il en soit, Bou Chaoui et sa fillette furent Vobjet de mille attenti 
: ‘objet attentions 
wévenantes.  Abd-el-Hak les photographia plusieurs fois T'un et Vautre 
Sion it eadeau A Venfant de plusicurs tracelatss peice en Sete 
le vont MMe Hl tennit table ouverte pour tous ceux do tn tribu qui veunient 
dant que nous racontons cette journée di aj " 
ul os fe journée du 8 Juin, ajoutons qu’Abd-el-Hak 
entamay ave un adi do Sinan, qu fut du goadion dane Ie volsinage du 
mits prés duquel nous campions, des négocintions en vue do Ia location de . 
Hadj All discuta To prix de cette location, “Lihomme de Sinaove denendait 
30 fr. par 100 kilog. jusqu'h Rhat. Hadj oulut en donner que 26 fr. Ils ne 
parent sentendre Tad Ali a en pourparlers avee Bou Chiaoui 
Pour obtenir de tui les’ chameaux néceseaires au widvement do ceux vents do 


Le 4 Juin, 


Le Joudi, 4 Juin, tes pour : R 
¥ rit part en personne, par Finterméd seria: 
Di reste, 

a . nin et Salah, domestiques: au 
service do 

EI Hadj Ali partirent. po afin acheter cles cones, dex 

on dont lo besoin ve fast sntis, nn * Omness Ge 

e journée employée, comme on lo voit, en causcries 


Le 5 Juin. 


mp, établi jusque Id A une cortaine distance du 
Fat dresé tout pris dit puits més : : 
peine faite qu’on vit arriver uit ow now a 

Ms venaientabreaver ears chamentx A notre afta, nt Nt Chien dwidents, 
M. de Mor les fit présenter ; les entrotint longuement ; s'informa du motif 
Pitre Meanie guts leur pays; eur propose son, intervention pr dos 
sutorités Frangaises pour les fairo rentrer en gic et alla jusqu’h leur offre uno lettre 
gos off Chakmbe Mécoutrent, mais refusdrent catégorique 

= de Moris alors leur fit distribe e d'orge ot un litre a 
le Mort sles te ln ot un litre hui 


at ses propositions et 
quills 


° im stro El Ouatia 

, Fenvoyérent A M, de Mors, par un jeune 

il eto aro quis sient dard aed 

intions engagées, pour la location des chameaux Touare 

a {Cloui avaient abouti,  SL'de Morés remit done les arch cotrenues of 

Tallgrene In plas grande ils stent of oct ener soot ior joa ni aaa 

oe ml Grande; ils Saint en effet louds pour aller junga'a Rat et dg le 

soirée se passa, conséquemment, & ees arrangements noitveaux, en 

de compte. M. de Morés les paya, acheta Jes provisions dont ils étaient muni 

eur devenaiont inutiles, et convint avee eux qu’ils partiraient das le lendemat, 

guides de Nefmous, c comme les chamelicrs Gabésions, 

eps ot partirent dane Ia nul, sans mémo attendre le jour,” 

‘ous ces soins n'absorbérent pas eopendant tellement M. de Moris qu 

<i Chaka amenées pat I curioté & uote camp, Tl leur omit maine 

C) 
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ehacune 10 fr.; cette générosité fit accourir trois Chamba, & chacun desquels il donna 
encore une pitce de 20 fr. 

Le soir, enfin, deux employés du Cheikh de Sinsoun vinrent, de la part de ce fono= 
tionnaire, demander le signalement de la caravane, mais M. de Morts les Gconduisit 
sans rien entendre et sans vouloir leur communiquer le moindre renseignement, Ils 


so rotintrent done sans ¢tre plus avanoés au départ qu’h Varrivée, 


Le 6 Juin, 


Das Yaubo du Samedi matin (6 Juin), les chameliers Gabésiens nous quittéreat, 
ainsi qu'll avait été convenu Ia veille 

‘Ali de’ Binaouan et Salah Te domestique WEL Hadj Ali, n’étaient point encore 
reyenus de Sinaoun ; nous restions done seulement, & El Outia, sept personnes attachées 
4 M. de Mor’s. En le comptant, nous étions ‘huit en tout perdus au milica des 
Touaregs ot des Chaimba. z 

La journée pourtant se passa tranquillement; M. de Mords était gai, plein 
@entrain et de bon humeur, & son habitude. 

Tieonvint que les chameaux louds nux Touaregs seraient amenés le lend 
1a premitre heure, et il en paya la location jusqu’a Ithat. 

Tl profita méme de In conclusion définitive de « 
Chaoui, le porte-parolo et le Chet des To carabine a répétition, d’un 
burnous, d'une “ jebba,” et de divers vétements pour femmes, 

Tl avait aussi distribué Asa nouvelle escorte Touareg quatre carabines prises 
ux trois serviteurs noirs d’EL Hadj Ali et  moi-mé nue Ali-ben-Smetli 

Pendant tous cos préparatifs nos gens étaient eufin revenus de Sinnoun, et la soirée 
<achevait paisiblement lorsque des Chadmba se présentirent et réclamérent AM. de 
Moris des cadeaux en nature analogues & ceux qu'il avait fails dans la journée & leurs 
voisins les ‘Tounregs. Ils demandaient aussi des vétements, des armes, &¢. M. de Moris 
rofusn not. Co refus mécontenta si vivement ces Chadmba que leur compatriote 
Ali-el-Ohainbi, engagé i Dje pour guider notre caravane jusqu’a Bhat, crut 
lovoir solliciter Vautorisation de se retirer. Déja, probablement, ‘de se 
trouver mélé i quelque regrettable affaire. 

Viincident n'eut d'ailleurs pas d'autro su rmina par 

iat aux Touaregs, pour Abd-cl-Hak, dun chamea liv lendemain matin avec 

autres, 


Le? Juin, 


Co lendemain matin parut, mais les chameaux ne vinrent point. On ne vit ni eux 
ni auoun Touareg co jour-li, 

Souls, deux ‘Tripolitains, réfugiés dans ces tribus nomades pour échapper aux 
‘utorités Turques, se montrdrent au camp, porteurs de deux jeunes agneaux qu’ Abd- 
elHak leur acheta, 

Nous regimes également, dans ce jour, la visite du Cheikh de Sinaoun. Il dina 
méme au camp, et y passa la nuit ‘Avant de le Inisser partir, M. de Mors, aveo 
equel il avait Jonguement causé, lui fit don d'une pidee d’étoffe et d'un “ harrain” 
teint en rouge. 


Le 8 Juis 


Le 8 Juin, au matin, les chameaux ne paraissant pas encore, Had Ali se décida A 
aller les cherctie 

Vers § heures il revint avee les chameaux attendus, huit ou neuf Touaregs, et leurs 
ndgres chameliers. 

Malheureusement; les chameaux amenés n'avaient pour tout harnachement que 
des bits privés de sangies et de cordes, 

Le camp fut pourtant abattu, 
animaux se déchargeaient & chaque. 
‘caisses ot cantines sur Jour dos. 

Apris do longs efforts, comme midi aj M. de Mors ordonna de 
Akcharger entidrement los bites ot, vu l'heure trop avancée, remit le départ au lende- 
main, 
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Pourlant on ne relova point le camp; on ne dressa point les tentes et, pour 
precurer un peu d’ombre & M. de Morés, on se borna A établir un tondelet entre deux 
caisses. 


Ces contre-temps n'influsient toujours pas sur In belle humeur du chef, Il 
s'était toutefois rendu compte des difficultés qu'il aurait avec les ‘Tounrogs pour 
‘convoyeurs. 

Le soir méme, en effet, il s’en ouvrit nettement & Bou Cha Déoidément,” Lui 
Aditi, “je renonee A I'idée d’aller A Rhat aveo vos chameaux ; ils no sont habitués ni d 
nos eaisses ni ii nos charges, conduisez-nous done seulement & Sinaoun ; 1a je trouveria 
des animaux du pays qui feront mieux mon affaire. Bien entendu, vous garderes les 
somines que vous avez touchées pour aller jusqu’h Rhat; je vous les abandonno dés 
maintenant.” 

Co fut chose convenue et les Touaregs, promettant de revenir lo lendemain, 
quittérent le camp a Ia nuit close. 


Le Mardi, 9 Juin, 


Dés en s’éveillant dans cette journée du Mari, 9 Juin, qui devait se termin 
tragiquement, M. de Mors Sapergit quion Tui avait vol6 sa scoche accroohge une 
caisse. On vint l'informer également que son mela 
M. de Moris so plaignit amérement de ces vo Un instant apres, 
fit remettro sa sacoche ; mais les papiers qu it Gtaient déchinés 
moitié rougo et moitié blanc, manqunit tau mohari, Bou Chaoui 
1 allait se mettre & sa recherche, et il dispar. 
ut beaucoup de temps pour procéder au chargement. Pendant cotte opérn 
tion, M. de Moris surprit un jeune Touareg foui la patience lui 
manqua et il administra au voleur un coup de canne qui lui fit une légore blessuire A 
In téte, 
hargemont terming, on se mit on marche. 
‘aicnt dispara regagnant leurs tentes ot 
es chamelicrs, 
Nous avancions done avec une lenteur désespérante, obli 
instant, le chargement tombé de quelqu'ane des 
deux heures A parcourir moins de 3 kilom, dans ion d’El-Ouatia & 


Ordre de Marche, 


Bn tite du convoi, sur une seule ligne, nox quarante ou quarante-cing chameaus, 
Bangués, i gauche, des chameliers ndgres au service des Touarogs et, h drotte, des trols 
serviteurs négres, d'EI Hadj Ali et de Ali do Sinaoun, 

A vingt pas pied, Ali Smerli. 

Dix pas en arriéro encore, mais monté sur un chamea 

‘Trento pas plus loin, sur Ia gauche ct A dos de mohari, M. de Mords, suivi d 
80 matres environ de distance par ses deux serviteurs Algériens, Mohamed sur se ga 
et Ahmed sur sa droite 

Enfin, i cinquante pas en arritre d'Abi-ol-Hak, mais i droite, presquo paralldle- 

le ‘Moris, par conséquent, Bl Hadj Alisur un chamean que conduisait par In 

bride un domestique. 


Premitre Attaque, 


Tl était done 10 heures ou 10 heures et demie lorsque, au loin, nous vimes arriver 
Jes Tonaregs, sur leur meharis ct par petits groupes. 

Bient6t ils nous eurent rejoints. Ils mirent alors pied a torro et nous suivirent en 
tenant leurs montures. 

Tout & coup, Smerli, so retournant, aperout trois de ces ‘Touarogs qui s'étaient 
approchés sans bruit et par derridre de M. de Mords ct se préparaient h Pattaquer 
‘coups de sabre. 

Découverts, ils poussent des cris dlappel pendant que M. de Mords, sans perro sa 
présence d'esprit,ripostait: “Qu’y a-til done? Que veut.on ?” Et comprenant trop 
eo qu’on voulait, tirait son revolver de sa cointure, ajastait les bandits, en tuait un et 

it les deux autres, l'un gri¢vement, le second moins gravement. 

Tl était temps, car les agresseurs étaient si pris de lui qu'au moment méme od i 
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Jes mettait en joue, l'un d’cux, d'un coup de sabre, Vavait atteint au-dessus du poignet 
Aroit. = : 

evant cette agression, Smerli avait rejoint Abd-cl-Hak, qui, descendu de 

eccinh sah ates ws vaenion que lui tendait le négre et avait, avec lui, couru & 

‘de Mores. : a 

it pris Ia bride du chameau que montait ce dernier et pendant quiil 

descendalt, avait kégagé sn carabine de ia galte dans laqucle elle était rebfermés & In 

lui tendait au moment méme ob il mettait pied A torre. 

En prenant sx carabine, M. de Morés a laissé tomber sur les vétements de 
erli deux gouttes du sang wéchappant de sa blessure; elles y sont encore trés 
bles. 

Attaque Générale. 
ndant, de Morés erie: “ Aux chameaw indiquant de la 
qu'il fant, & tout prix, 

C'était du resto Ia consigne donnéo d 

¢ toujours dans Ia colonne. 

Smerli, sans arme ct des lors 

oxéouter eet ordre. Mais 
sur In droite, tandis qu 
meharis, nous fo 


uis longtemps, pour le eas & prévoir d'un 


de Mors, court pour faire 
nt I 


Hak et El Hadj Al 
ss grands jones du désert 


o fusils A tir rapide, 


Mor’s qui 
«16 tne tous les deux wana que Tours armes alent 


nt, dds la premidre nttaque, été 


durant A peu prds, de Mors et Abd-cl-Hak tinrent done seuls tite & 
Pendant uno heure, en effet, les erépitements de la fusillade ne 
ls uaregs parfaitement dissimulés derriére les 
*soboth” dont lo terrain est semé; c le autour deux, les 
fusillaient, de leur e6té, d'une distance approx’ variant entre 100 et 150 
métres, 
Ligs au milicu des chan 
assister aux détails de cot 
Quand Is fusitlade n 
11 était environ midi 


Une he 


hommes de de Morts ne parent 


La Curée, 


‘Touaregs et Chaimba se pricipitirent alors sur les bagages; ils ouvrinent les 
Ualloth; fs talérent lot bales et, In smeunon bla Bouse les aruiee ha main, 
ils foredrent Smerli et ses camarades & leur alder A ouvrir les caisses en leur criant 

Di est I'argent ? oit sont les armes ?" 
Quelques instants pris arriva Bou Chaoui. 1 rassura les prisonniers, qui 
nt d'atre dgorgés; il fit c rs liens ct les prit & témoins quill n'aseistait 
massacre et que In catastrophe s’tait produite pendant qu'il était A la recherche 
du mehari de de Moris. t 

Puis, avee les autres, il alla an partage des dépo Smerli dut dévisser le 
couverele d'une eaisse pleine de sabres; une arme plus riche que les autres fut mise de 
ebté pour Jo frre de Si Mohammed, un gros personnage de Rhat, parait-il. D'autres 


isses furent brisées pour aller plus vite. s 
Le soir, enfin, on rendit aux eaptifs leurs vétements, on leur distribua une outro 


murriture, et ils passirent Ia nuit au milieu des assassins, 
Le 10 Juin, 


Le 10, & Yaurore, reeommenga Ia curée: Touaregs et Chaimba se disputdrent 
méme, Enfin ils s'entendirent et chacun prit sa part. 


Bou Chaoui congédia alors les prisonniers et s' litudes du s1 
areo 227, rs rs et stenfonga dans les solitudes du sud 

{It pouvait étre 10 heures du matin. Ali de Sinaoun rejoignit Uh i 
fabriqutt le goudron et dont nous avons pasis ot lui lous uh Shame 


$n repassant alors sur Je champ du massacre, Ali Smetli et ses camarades virent, 
tout A lour aise, les malheureuses victimes ot les reconnurent, 


Les Cadavres 


Hadj Ali, frappé jambe, dormait 0 
iad Ali, fap re ila jambe, dormait son 
droit do la poiteine avait, en outre, 
‘ouareg. II était couché sur le dos, attestant lc 

l était mort en brave, 

Algériens de cle Mores 
sisaient l'un sar lo dos, Pautre 
M. de Mor’s, chef de ancien offcien, il. s'était 
wax out en chef, 1 I s'était batt en Lion et, 
ns le trépas, sos distingué de ses compagnons; 
2 était (ollement eriblé it impossible do distinguer celles 
ui provenaient darmes feu de cell arme blanche. On avait dd s'acharner 
sur lui ot lui faire expier, jusqu’apris si mort, ses titres A 


i 1a pourtant, étondu sur lo ventre, les bras allo a pour 
kr ok Rene elon de cette terre axrosde do son sang et qu'il aval fone, 
‘dans sea x, de conquérir A la Franco et A la civilisation, 


Epilogue 


paix, Moris, ton voou sera pout-itre accompli plus vite quo 
crovais toi-méme et plus vite i i travers To desert ne 
Pealiag) mime ct plus vite quo ta vio ct ton passage A travers le déscel ne Fewecee 
1a France va sentir lo besoin impérieux de faire un pas décisif a 
L impérieux de faire un pas décisif do plus sur le 
Coplte ae demeh ates aut Tul appartionnent. Aust, Ih méme ot ton nongte sees 
Pur Gd a apn fet couleurs de Ia. patric, quo tu portals aves tol Maticcnt ee 
népercuté ses derniers cris ot tes der y nt ton 
Rom, apprendra aux bandits du désert que leur n 
rove t, tes os vout revenir aveo ceux de anis les 
Tnanimes * 18¢laues jours, avant Ja mare pateie, aveo un respect ct une ode ee 


La Fin, 


Deux mots pour finir. Ali Smesli ot ses camardos gaguarent’ rapideme 
Sinan, ue 10 au soi, ils couchérent dans un des villages voids de cement 
16 Ua lls ¥ passtrent In journée dans la demeure de Tun dene scuge ae Sinaoun 

All Sent 4 dos de chameau pour Dahiba ot Tataouine, 
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Gonal-General Haggard tothe Marquess of Saisbury.—(Htceeed July \0,) 


Gio,2%,, Contdeatiat) 
iy Lord, Tunis, June 90, 1 
ay;, LN 8 private letter which I have received from Her Majesty's Con Genel ok 
Dine he “ays, with reference to the murder of M. de Mords, “ the Turkish authorities 
territorn’ O27 interest in the caso as they regard it as having happened on ‘Touareg 
[886) P 
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Tt will be observed that this view of the case ery much simplifies the French 
policy which I bave explained in. my previous despatches on the subject, for, nx it 
oes, it exactly coincides with that of the French authorities here; and, as the Turks 
and French agree on this point, it is presumably the affair of no one else, though 
possibly this may not be quite the Italian view. But the French go a step further 
and say, What is Tounreg country is our country, and though, if, with the view of 
avoiding responsibility for M. de Mors’ mnrder, or for any other reason, the Tarks 
readily give up to the Touaregs their territorial claims, it remains to be seen whether 
they will be equally pleased when they realize that this will mean handing these 
claims over to France. ‘That they will then not be so pleased would seem to be 
indicated by another fact which Mr. Jago mentions confidentially to me. He says 
that the Governor-General was recently very indignant at the French Consul-General 
waving made a gomplaint on behalf of some Touaregs who had heen plundered near 
Ghadames by a mixed band of other Tounregs and ‘Tripoli Arabs, as he, no doubt 
rightly, considered this as an attempt to assert French protection over the Touai 

and said that it was most to the interest of the Turks to keep in woll with the 
‘Touaregs as the prosperity of ‘Tripoli depended upon their so doing, they being in 
possession of all the trade routes to the Soudan. There can be no doubt bat that the 
Governor-General is right in. this view. various conversations the Residency 
have specially dwelt on the importance to Tunis of commanding the trade routes, and 
the articles in the “Déptche,” which I havo forwanted to. your Lordship, havo 
emphasised this equally strongly, whilo in previous despatches Thave had ti 

of pointing to the efforts that the French are making to divert this trade from and 
through 7 into and through ‘Tunis, the successful accomplishment of which 

eme would mean the commercial rui i. 
y very considerable, as in an 
article which it published some time back it Inid claim to the fact that over 100 
caravans entered Tunisian territory from the Soudan during the last halfey his 
8 possibly true, but the inferenos therehy conveyed of a large transit trade is not, 
T believe, to be accepted. 
bers of small caravans of Touarogs do arrive at ‘Tata itary po 
and market established by tho French about 20 miles from Donirat—but they, as 
it would appear, only carry on local traffic, bringing matting, hides, gum, &o.- and 
bartering theso for grain,” As far ns I can ascertain, iny previous reports on” thi 
fed, and very few caravans go on to Gabes with the 
ory, gold dust, &e.—all of which at present passes thro 


Il, the fact that caravans pass at all into Tunisian territory shows that th 
roads aro open, and, tho distance to the sea through ‘Tunis being conside 
a the French succeed in overcoming by sot 
the ‘Touaregs there is no reason why they should not succeed in 
the trade, and, though Moris’ murder may give a temporary check to 
the movement, the building of a fort on the spot where he fell cannot but, in the long 
run, aid in the development of the French se It would scem that if the Turks 
tamely submit to this on the ground that the 
they will simply be playing the French game, 
As far as I can see the diversion of the Soudan trade from ‘Tripoli to 1 
not affect us commercially so long as we uphold our Treaty here, or 0 long as France 
not annex the Regency and repudiate it, for under that ‘Treaty our goods enter 
s as they also enter ‘Tripoli at the same tariff, 8 por cent, but, of course, if our 
‘Treaty be given up or repudiated after the trade route has teen diverted, both our 
present ‘Tunis and ‘Tripoli trade—which, under present circumstances, admits of so 
much future development—would be practically fost. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) "W.-H. D. HAGGARD. 
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No. 44, 
Coneul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 10.) 


(No. 36.) 
My Lord, Tunis, June 80, 1896, 
TUIAVE ‘the honour to inclose herewith an account of the Tousres 
Chaamba tribes—parties from which murdered M. de Morés—-taken tr 
“Dépiche,” which T have ventared to think might be of interest at this moment, 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 


——_—— 
Inclosure in No. 44, 
Extract from “La Dépéche Tunisienne” of June 20, 1890, 


IL nous semble intéressant de donner & nos lecteurs quelques détails aur lea 
deux groupes de nomades qui viennent dattirer do nouveau surient Vattention 4 
monde eatier par le massacre du malheureux cle Moras et de ses infortunée voce 
Paras. Nous avons nommné les Touareg et tes Chamba 

ie nom de Touareg est le nom d'une famille Saharienne, qui occupe tout le 
aba reg est le nom famille Saharienne, qui occupe tout 

en réalité, se partagent en quatre fractions trés distinctes, dont 
x septentrionales. 
area, 200% fractions da ard, les seules qui soient en contact avec nos possessions 
Méditerranéennes, sont les Touareg Hoggar A louest, au sud de Alpe 
Touareg Azdjer A Vest, plus spécialoment, par conséquent, au aud devia Tocince 
La Timite entre Hoggan et ‘er suit & peu prés Ia route transsaharienne do 
aargla a Ia Sebka d'Amadghor, route qui suivait le Colonel Flattera on 
Ousr Is! te q it le Colonel Flatters en 
io Gouvernement d'Algérie tend & la faire rovivre, et pout dtro elle serait la 
wae ecu, Pour gagner le Soudan wi la rivalité des deux tribus entra lenquelion oh 
eat tracée ne Ia rendait des plus dangereuses, si que Flatters, guidé 
par les Audjer, fut massacré a Bir el Garamar par l x les Hoggar, 

Plus récemment, M. Foureau dit aussi reculer dovant in. meme festilité dea 
Hoggar contre les Azdjer qui accompagnaient 

J2uoiau'llen soit, les Azdjer, qui nous intéreasent plus particuligrement, sont dex 
Berbéres incomplétement Islamisés, et parlant leur langue d'origine, 

M. de Behagle était donc dans une compléte erreur lorsque, au cours «lo aa 
Ticente Conférence & Tunis, il affirmait quavec la langue ‘Arabe ‘oe pouvait 
Met fonts, le, desert et tout TAtrique, La vérité est que | © 
M. de Morts lui-méme, ce pauvre Abd-l-Hak, qui pourtant 6 et 
El Had Ati nratSRe: Ba pu entrer en relations avec les Touareg, et que scale 
Frain) Ali, avec deax de ses domestiques qui parlaiont cet idles aon, 
différent de I'Arabe, ont pu entrer en relations avec eux, 

ie nombre de 20,000 enviroo, sur un territoire grand comme la France, et ai 
inert ave Vapprovisionsement de la noarriture de chaque jour est pour ene va 
Probléme constant, les Touarog ont littéralement toujours faim” 
nour? im gui les aiguillonne jouiours, et ce pressant besoin de trouver fn 
‘ourriture indispensable, constituent le mobile le i tle plus général des 
Sono gy rere plas paissant et le plus général de 

Tis sont divisés en tribus ayant chacune un Chef ou Amenokal; les tribus elle- 
Trance, font réunis dans une conféderation que préside un Amgar fédéral, Cy 
charges sont héréditaires dans certaines families; elles nremporient dhe reste, la 
pivpart du temps, ni autorité ni fonctions. Pour que Pautorité des Chefs deren 
fiiective, il faut que ta solidarité de race, poussée ther ces peuplades den anne 
limite, fasse lever toute Ia confédération dans le but de faire venger njure ou les 
sévices infligé & guelqu’an de ses membres. La réparation obtenve, ou la vengeance 
TAmsenbal oa it 2 disperse de nouveau et Tautorité un instant écoute de 
1'Amenokal ou de l'Amgar, s'éranouit de rechef. 

Da reste, ce n'est pas seulement une extréme solidarité de race qui di 
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Jes Touareg : est tout autant, sinon plus encore peut étre, un exelusivisme de race 
absole. 

‘Tout ce qui nest pas eux ne compte pas. Ils se croient tout permis visai-vis, 
de Nétranger quel quil soit, e x, entre eu ils se piquent de parle etd'une cetaine 
loyanté; ils estiment qu’ils sont complétement affranchis de toutes ces régles morales 


dés qu'ls w’ont plus affaire AV'an des leurs. Le mensonge, la trahison, le guet- 
apens, le meurtre méme d'une femine, l'assassinat avec toutes les agravations possibles 
leurs paraissent alors naturels et de boone guerre. 

Crest ainsi, dans le massacre de V'expédition de Morés, par exemple, que nous 


Ts 
q ent étre, A aucun titre, les 
hétes-de homme dont ils tramaient deja ta perte. 

‘Touareg n'ont pas de ces scrupules. Ils mangent et boivent avec de Mores. 
ls acceptent son couscouss ct son riz; ils fument ses cigarettes et hument délicieuse- 
went les gorges parfumées de son thé Chinois. es ces marques d'amitié 

enlivent In défiance de la vietime dont ils conv 
‘sang ct, par conséquent, ils les prod 

TI faut done avec’ eux se déliér toujours, évitant dane part Vemploi de la 
violence & laquelle Jeurs mehari qui peuvent franchir couramment chaque jour 
120 kilom. avec des aiguades distantes de huit jours et pour toute nourriture le 
paturage sabarien, les soustrairaient facilement et, d'autre part, se gardant dane 

jance dont ils abusent immédiatement, 

Ajoutons sur ces Axdjers que tous les membre es de Ia tribu prennent 
part Ala discussion de toutes les. q ent les membres de la Con- 

la Confédération tout entidre; qu’'ils sont régis par un code de 
coutumes ot de lois antiques tr’s simple ‘sont monogames, et que la femme 
ches eux, rée cousidérée, a, pour ainsi dire, le monopole de instruction. 

Cos Azdjers 5 res de la route que suivait de Mor’s. Tout ce que nous 
revendiquons comme * Hinterland appartient et bien loin q 
Gouvernement 1 exerce sur eu. ms tribus, 
au contraire » en réalité, sur plusieurs des points méme ot flotte le 
Pavillon Ture, notamment a Ghadames et & RI 

Les Ghadamésiens, en effet, paient aux Azdjers une redevance 
‘® Rhat, les Turcs, eafermés dans leur caserne fortifige, sont obligés, les | 

@abandonner Ia ville A ces Touareg qui y 

bsolus, 

Quant aux nba, leurs tribus occupent surtout M'Hlinterland 
sud de Ouargla 

M, le Commandant Rebille 
annies des 


acipales : les Chambet Berazegua 
Gueléa), & Vouest des premiers, et les 


x et leurs 
Bothitn ; ils ni 
que Ia petite oasis de bed, 3 kilom. au nord-ouest di 
dépendance de cette ville, et soit placée sous l'autorité Turque. 
fin 1854, la conquéte dOuargl, faite pour notre compte par la, tribu vénérée 
des Oulad Sidi Cheikh, rangea sous’ notre autorité 1a plupart des Chaambn, leurs 
serviteurs religioux, 
Aprés le massacre de la Mission Flatters, ces tribus Chaamba furent lancées 
contre les Touareg, et leur firent pendant quelque temps une guerre acharnée. 
Lexplorateur Foureao, qui, dans ses voyages, a presque toujours eu des 
Chamba pour guides et pour escorte, n'a jamais eu i se plaindre de leur loyauté. 
11 raconte méme, qu'un soir, il entendit des Touaregs Auijer, venus dans son camp 
et bien traités par lui, proposer A ces hommes de Passassiner, ce quils sefustrent 
ignation 
Les Chaamba qui ont pris part au massacre de M. de Moris et de ses com- 
agnous font partic dan groupe de ces Chamba qui sont dissidenis et qui, 
nlants perdus du désert, se sont soustraiis A notre autorité aprés. plus dan 
anéfait. 
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Kefoulés sans cesse dans Pintéricur par la construction des postes de Bis-Regof, 
@EIMay, du Fort MacMahon, du Fort Miribel, du Fort Beaupritre, et par la 
eréation d'escadrons de Méharistes chargés de la police du désert, on ne les 
rencontre plus maintenant que, comme de Aorés les a Fencontrés lui mene laneés en 
razzias lointaines A travers le Sahara, et cherchant A surprondre quelque’ caravane 
mal gardée. 

dissidents forment ainsi plutdt une association de pillards qu'une tribu 
Aésertique proprement dite. 


No, 45. 
Consul-General Haygard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received July 10.) 


(No. 87. Confidential.) 
My Lord, July 1, 1806. 
MY Italian colleague hax just informed 1 re bes has 
reported that preparations are being made by the garrison there for the starting of 
an expedition to avenge the death of the Marquis de Mords. 
1 this information be correct (and M. Machiayalli believes it), the aim of this 
pedition may, for the present at all events, only be the erection of the fort on the 
spot where M. ‘de Mords fell, to which [have bad the honour of alluding in my 
Previous despatches ; but if the column is, as it quite possibly may be, attacked by 
the Touaregs, it is difficult to foretell what may happen, 
inavon, near where M. de Morés fell, is about 180 miles, or, ray, twelve days? 
march from Gabes, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 





No. 46. 
Mr. Howard to the Merquess of Salisbury. —(Received July 18.) 


(No. 210.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 12, 1896. 
WITH re to your Lordship’s despatch No. 257 of ‘tho 7th instant 
ectings the of the Marquis de Mores, and hable military expedition 
nst tho Touaregs, T have the honour to transmit herewith an extrict from the 
“Politique Coloniale,” stating that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had denied. that 
there was any truth in the report sent from Tunis to the Italian Agency, that M, Millet 
had left for Paris in order to consult M. Hanotaux as to the expediency of sending an 
expedition to subdue the tribes implicated in the massacre of the Moras’ Mission, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) HENRY HOWARD, 


Inclosure in No. 46. 
Extract from the Politique Coloniale” of July 9, 1896. 


de Tunis, adressée d Agence Italionne, annongait que M. Millet 
était parti pour Paris afin de conférer ayco M. Hanotaux sur l'opportunité d’une 
expédition destinée & soumettre les tribus qui ont pris part au massacre de In Mission 
Mores. 

Cette nouvelle est, absolument inexacte, comme V'indique une note officielle du 
Ministdre des Affaires Etrangéres 
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No. 47. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received July 20.) 


(No. 38. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, July 1, 1896. 
‘THE French Residency here is, I think, heartily ashamed of the Morbs flasco. 
and I have never seen M. Millet so subdued in speaking of any subject as he is on 
this, It is true that in the“ Dépeche,” for the sake of popularity, I suppose, Moris 
is talked of as a sort of hero, but in private he is now described as a madman, and yot 
he was no more mad at the moment of his death than he was when his “ conférence ” 
of violent abuse of England was attended and applauded by all that is most important 
amongst ch Government officials in Tunis, or than when, with the 
active aid of the Government, he mado his preparations for a journey, the aim of which 
was avowedly to attack us 
It is true that now the Residency say that they di y to stop him, 
his is obviously incorrect, He could not have jout. the per- 
mission of the authorities. With the view of stopping travellers, like Mr. Sloane 
Stanley, strict oners had, I am informed, been given that no camels should be 
supplied without permission, therefore M. de Morts could not have gone without 
Tact, to any one who knows this country tall, auch a contention ig simply pucril 
Speaking to me this morning, M Millet, by of pointing to M de 
folly, actually instancod the circumstances of ‘the “conférence " saying that no oni 
b's man who wns med would havo proposed tothe meeting such s’rettation no hoe 
which he had proposed, and that, havi man would have fo 
warded to your Lordship, for comm le hte de France,” such 
a resolution as that which he put and 
T could not help being amused by M. Millet’s re 
ouly a short time back, as I informed you 
20th May, int, his al as 
deniod that any such resolu boon put to the meeting. This gave me an 
‘opportunity of saying that I quite with M. Millet as to the impropriety of 
M. de Morts' conduct, and of adding that it was a pity that undue importance should 
have been given to such a 1 onduct, anit specially to such views as wa 
of, and the applause with which it was 
persons and personages wh 
M. Millet ‘so justly characterised. 
foven one man, I said, got up and loft the room as a protest, 
M. Millet’s reply was characteristic. He said that they v 
As [thought that he was doubtloss the best judge of the 
jeneral commanding the forces here and of his own Minis 
ts I made no reply to this candid i 





Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 20.) 


(No, 40. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, July 7, 1896. 

AFTER my Italian colleague had communicated to me the intelligence received 
from his Agent nt Gabés with reference to preparations in course of arrangement at 
Gabts for a punitive expetition which Thad the honour of reporting in my despatch 
No. 87 of the Ist instant, I lost no time in telographing to the British Consular Agent 
there to inquire whether he could confirm this. 

On his replying that no such proparations were being made, I called on my 
Italian colleague and informed him of the result of my inquiry. 

M. Machiavelli replied that his Agent was so convinced of the cortainty ot his 
intelligence that ho had first of all telegraphed it, and followed this up by a detailed 
Report which he read to me, to the effect that orders had been received by the Com- 
‘mander of the troops to hold himself in readiness to start, and that these orders were 


being executed. ‘The Italian Agent mentioned cannon slso somewhat vaguely, and 
that the erection of fort was in contemplation for which those cannon were 
intended, but, as far as T could gather from M. Machiavelli's quick realing, he did not 
seem to know where the fort was to be. 
AI. Machiavelli appeared to rely upon his Agent's accuracy in the main, though 
he said his Report might possibly be a little exaggerated, and added that he mix 
good deal with the officers, and in that way picked up’ valuable information. Ho 
seemed, however, to think ‘that wl Intion, it 


(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 





No. 49. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 20.) 


41. Confidential.) 
y Lord, ‘Tunis, July 8, 1896, 
IN more than ove of my despatches of last year and the beginning of this 1 bad 
the honour of alluding to the probability of italy falling back ont 
reserved to her in Tunis under the Capitulations in tho event of the dei 
the Beylical Government of her Treaty not being followed by another equally sat 


of such a ment having been ma 
d to express, has now received the offici ation. 
ister for Foreign Affairs, who, speaking in the Italian Chamber on 
the following statement -— 

“In consequence of its denuncintion notified last year, the Ttalo-'unisian ‘Treaty 
of Commerce will torminate on the 20th of next Soptember, But besides this ‘Treaty 
exist the Capitulat ¢ tho suspended Consular jurisdiction.” ‘This declaration 
has made a considerable sensation here, spe noni the Italian Colony, who look 

as the most important statoment which 
since the French oceu Your Lonlship may recollect that, as reported in m 
despatch No. 74 of the 30th September of last year, AM. Machiavelli, in acknowledgin 
the receipt of the note from the French Residcney denou veaty, had stated 
that, in addition to the ancient Treaties, Italy would in future base her ‘position on 
the Capitulations, but it is just possiblo that the recent on the ‘Tripolitan 
frontier, and the attention directed to them by M. de Mo isational expedition, 
and its still more sensational termination, may not have been wholly without influence 
at this moment in determining this important public declaration, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H, D, HAGGARD, 





No. 50. 
Consul-Generol Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received July 20.) 


(No. 48. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, July 11, 1896, 

MY Italian colleague has informed me that M. Hanotaux has stated to the 
Italian Ambassador in Paris that the French Government has no intention of sending 
an expedition to avengo the death of 3M. de Mors. 

is would appear to confirm the remarks to the same effect made to me by the 

Military Attaché to the French Resideney which had the honour to report in my. 
despatch No, 88 of the 24th ultimo. 

M. Machiavelli further told me that in remarking to his Government on this 
statement, he had observed that it would have been still more satisfactory it 
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‘M. Hanotanx bad at the same time stated that there was no intention of mal 
further encroachments in the direetion of Tripoli, or of erecting a fort. 
ave, &. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No, 51. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 20.) 


(No. 44. Confidential.) 
Tunis, July 14, 1896. 

WITH reference to the information which Her Majesty's Consul-General at 
‘Tripoli gaye mo in a private letter, as reported to your Lordship in my des 
No, 35 of the 30th that the Turks themselves’ asserted that the Marquis de 
Mords was murds ouareg, not on Turkish territory, he has 1 mo 
that in a subsequent conversation the Gover 
him, quoti ‘Treaty with Pran 

that he accepts the Fi 

‘Turkish subjects, but aro net 


pleased all round. 
Mr. Jago goes on to say that he doos not think that the erection of a fort where 


Moris fell will injure Tripoli trade for n long time to come, as the Tripoli traders go 
Jitsin, Megda, &e., n long way to the east, and all well within 
‘Tripoli territory, 

T cannot pretend to tho local knowledge or experience of Mr, Jago, but I do 
know that tho avowed object of the French in building the proposed fort at E 
Ou to command the country round, and the routes into and out of Ghadamé. 

y are now apparently at one with the 

damés are not Turkish subjects, and 
full force own argument, that they are Prench subje 


and routes: ravers up to the gates of Gh 


Now, that the ere 
hood of mis, to be subsequently succeeded by othor posts still closer to 
that placo, will have the effect of turning this theory into an accomplished fact, and if 
they can succeed in doing this, it really would seem not to matter whether the 
length of the route is uniufluenced and uninfluenceable by the French so long as 
that part of it nearest to Ghadamas, if only a few miles, or mile or less in length, 
be liable to their interruption or domination, Ghadamés is the junction or e 

and if the French once mmand of ‘the smallest possibl 

connecting it with the they can tu 

direction that they choose; they 

and direct them towards Gabis, 





No. 52. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received August 4.) 


(No. 46, Contidential,) 

My Lord, Tunis, July 17, 1896, 
"I HAVE the honour to inclose a paragraph from the “Dépéche Tunisienne,” 

reporting that the English fleet had been executing before Bizerta certai 

object of which was the complete blockade of that port. 

T have thought it advisable to call the attention of the Délégué to this paragraph, 
which by quotation without comment from the “Courrier de Bizerte” has leat ite 
authority to the statement that the English Mediterranean Squadron had been practising 
the operation of blockading the port of Bizerta. 

As in view of that authority this ridiculous assertion was generally believed here, and 
gave rise to n great deal of comment, angry on the part of the French, exaltant of the 
Part of the Italians—the “ Unione,” the leading Ztalian paper, in commenting on what it 
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called this “importantissimna” of intelligence, expressing the latter feeling i 
sarcastic article, and making py political capital out of the imaginary incident—in 
showing it to M. Révoil I pointed out what seemed to me to be the inadvisability of 
allowing the “Dépéche” to indulge in these erratic statements, and suggested that it 
‘might be well in this case, in the common interest, to make it publish a contradiction, 

M. Révoil agreed with me, and said that when a report of the circumstance arrived 
from the Civil Contrdleur at Bizerts he would have it inserted in extenso in the “ Dépéche," 
and thus give the most official denial Possible to a statement at once anjustifable and 
injurious. "In the meanwhile, your Lordship will see by the inclosed cutting from to-day's 
“Déptehe” that he lost no’ time i steps to have the statement unofficially 
contradicted by that paper in a para h attention is specially called to the fact 
that it was only quoting the “Courrier de Bizerte.” 

M. Révoil then informed me that, as the result of the representations whi 
instructed the British Vice-Consul to make to the Chef de 
the paragraphs that bad appeared io the native paper “Et Bacira,” appealing to 
‘Mabommedan fanaticism against the English, the editor of that paper had received a very 
severe reprimand. I expressed mny satisfaction at this, and added that | had acted the 
Part of a true friend in calling the attention of the Beylical Government to t 
character of such appeals, as, when it came to questions of Mahommedan fanaticism, we 
Christians were all in the same boat—a remark to which M. Révoil assented, aud on 
which be enlarged. 

‘The conversation, which was of the most friendly character throughout, then turned 
to M. de Mords’ murder, and the circumstances accompanying and following. that 
incident. | M. Révoil began to abuse M. Béhagle, who, as Thad the honour of repor ing 
to your Lordship in my despatch No. 18 of the 29th May last, gave a " Conference 
here, to which be was introdiced by the Minister of Agriculture,’ “ML Révoll oat 
disgraceful that a man who had thus received the official hospit 
Government should subsequently give utterance to the sen 
letter published in the press. ly agreed, but 
subsequently that we we M, Bébagle’s accusations against the 
Beylical Government of supine terest in M, de Mor’s’ expedition was what 
M. Révoil chiedy complained of, though T sympathized with him in the injustice 
of M- Béhagle'’s accusing the Beylical Government of not having given every possible help 
to M. de Morts, what” scemed specially objectionable to me was that, writing as an 

thority on the matter—an authority which had been confirmed by his official recogni- 
ion here—he deliberately accused England of having, through the ‘Consul Arb 
‘murdered M. de Mores as during the last Nile expedition we had murdered Olivier Pai 
With reference to this statement, I said to M. Ré 
accusation of complicity in M. de 
accepted authority on African afluirs, 
Consul, 
disinterested 
‘amp of the Mabdi, 
en widely published, I added that I did not 
Suppose that we should have offered any objection to M. de Mores joining the Mahdi by 
the regular Nile route, save pethaps in the interest of his own safety. 

While speaking perfectly openly to M. Révoil, L was very careful both in the manner 
and matter of my remarks to avoid wounding his amour-propre, and at the close of our 
long interview was glad to see by the cordiality of his own manner and remarks that I 
hhad not been unsuccessful ia my endeavour, while U am not without hopes that, 
ase of the “ El Bacira,” the semi-ofical  Dépéche,” which, although it rarely att 
England directly, has opened its columns widely and, it would 
the repetition of the rabid and libellous abuse with which the F 
hhas been lately filled, particularly with reference to M. de Morés, mnay be given a hint that 
it is advisable that if should in future temper its patriotic indiscretions with alittle attention 
to accuracy—at all events, in matters involving questions of international courtesy, or of 
European policy. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 52. 
Extract from La Dépéche Tunisienne” of July 18, 1896. 


MANBUVRES navales Anglaises devant Bizerte: 
Nous lisovs dans le “ Courrier de Bizerte” :— = ‘ 
“Hier, 9 Juillet, depuis midi, Mescadre Anglaise, composée d’uve vingtaine de navires, 
dont environ Ia moitié de gros cuirassér, alex€cuté devant Bizerte des manc-uvres d’ensemble 
dont Fobjectif était de bloquer complétement le port de Bizerte. L'escadre se trouvent & 
pew prés la hauteur de I'lle des Chiens. 
Plusicurs croiseurs sont venus explor. 
Jeurs motivements du haut des terrasses de la 


cdte de trés prés. Il étuit facile de suivre 
Qu’attend-on pour armer Bizerte #” 


Inclosure 2 in No. 52. 


Bectract from“ La Dépéche Tunisienne” of July 17, 1896. 


LES vaisseaux Fant 

Nous avons publié, ces jours 
A'ailleurs, au Courrier de Bizerte,” 

Notte confiére jetait un eri d'alnrme et 
de guerre Anglais daient venus maneuyrer tout prés 
Terransen do In ville, In population suvat leurs évolutions ayee sine curiosté 


anxiet : 
Renseignements pris, cette affaire se rédoit & des proportions beaveoup moins 


‘indignation en racontant que des navires 
‘do Bizerte, si pris que, des 


graves, ies 
S" Notre confrdre a regardé les choses par le bout trds grossissant dune trés forte 


Janette HS ss 5 
En réalité, pas un Bizertin n'a apercu, de sa terrasse ni d’ailleurs, Nombre d'une 


excadre procédant 4 Yombre d’une manceuvre quelconque, “ 

Tet guetteurs da sémaphore du Cap. Blanc, venus A Bizerte pour se ravitailler, ont 
ruconté a quelques personnes qu’ils avaient apergu, 4 V'side d’un de leurs puissants 

ments doptique tre jours auparavant, des navires en ligne, trés éloignés, mu 

sance. Ils avaient conjecturé que c’était Vescadre Anglaise 

an Ie sait, de faire une petite visite d'inspection aux ports 


cancon a suff pour mettre en travail "imagination impressionnable da “ Courrier 


de Bizerte,” 5 

Le Commandant du Condor,” qui évoluait au large, assez loin de Bizerte, a, lui 
fnussi, apergu ces vaissenux, mais naviguant bien au dela des eaux Tunisiennes, si lointains 
{Wil uth pu lee Teconnalire exsctement, méme a Teide de ses luneties marines, et que ce 


aft que pa hy pothiee apres I forme dex navies, quit cone, Tui aussi, au passage de 


Vescadre 4 . - 
‘Avec ces chalours, il faut se déficr décidément des mirages grossissants. 





No. 53. 
Conaul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received August 4.) 


Xo. 47. Confidential.) 
Sige Tunis, July 23, 1890. 


WITH reference to the Memorandum of the Italian Ambassador, inclosed in your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 5, Confidential, of the 17th instant, I have the honour to state 
that, save the public vapourings of persons, of whom the Archb 
perhaps the most conspicuous in position, while not the least s0 in violence, at the different 
Testing places of M de Morés’ body on its journey to Paris and in Paris itself, I have 
heard nothing lately of any intention to send an expedition into the Desert immediately to 

jenge his death. é 

“On the other hand I think it quite possible that the garrison at Gabes may have 

ved instructions, as reported by the Italian Consular Agent, to hold themselves ready 


3 


to leave for the south, though I imagine that this expedition will probably be deferred to 
the cold season, and will only have, at all events as ite primary object, the erection of 
fort at El-Ouatia, 


T have, &o. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


P.S.—With reference to the inclosure from Mr. Howard, sent me in your Lordship's 
despatch, I do not imagine that M. Millet’s journey to Paris ‘was, at all events primarily, 
connected with M. de Mords, as Thad reason to suppose that the chief object of that 
Journey was to discuss the questions of the Commercial Treaties. 

With the object of ascertaining whether he had received any instructions from his 
Government as to M. de Mors’ journey, I, one day, lent him “Truth,” which contained 
an article from its Paris correspondent, asserting that he had, and took an opportunity of 
asking if that statement were true. He replied, “No,” but added that he was in Paris at 
the time, and heard what was going on, or words to that effect. ; 

W. H. D. H. 





No. 54. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Haggard. 
4 Foreign Office, August 8, 1896, 
I HAVE roeived your despatch No. 46, Confidential, of the 17th ultimo, 
reporting your conversation with M. Révoil with’ regard to an erroneous report 
had ay i ne” on the movements of the British fl 


this matter. 


(Signed) | SALISBURY, 





No. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received August 25.) 


(No. 49. Confidential.) 
My Lond, Tunis, August 6, 1800, 

OF Jate there has been a renewal in tho French press here, specially (in the 
“Dépicho,” the generally received semi-official organ, of the agitation in favour of 
the project to which I had the honour of alluding in my despatch No. 65, Confidential, 
of the 12th August, last year, of making Bon Grara, in the south of the Regency, 
second Bizerta, 

Tt is asserted t ble, the dredging operations 
necessary to deepen to enable ships of burden to pass, 
could be effected at little cost. However this may be, there can be no doubt. bué 
that, if the plan be feasible, Bon Grara offers great advantages over Gabes both as a 
commercial and as a military port, for w ra is completely land-locked, 
Gabes is an open roadstead, while it’is nearer and more ¢ ent to the scene of 
proposed French action on politan frontier and towards the Soudan than is 
Gabes. 

In my despatch No. 44 of the 14th ultimo, I had the honour of laying before 
your Loniship what I take to be the French intentions with reference to the measures 
to be adopted for divert course of the Soudan trade from 
and of pointing out that the command and isolation of Ghadan 
of that. trad ppear y 
ventured, at the same time, to exy pini » probal 
supposing that, if they erect forts in the neighbourhood, they will have 
power to turn the stream of Ghadames' commerce into Tunisian territory. But 
the question arises, and this is a consideration which they would sem to have lost 
sight of, as to whether the merchants engaged in that trade, who are all Tripolitans, 
would not afterwanis ignore Ghadames altogether, and take some more southerly 
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route to Tripoli—through Wadai even, if necessary,—and be thus secure from French 
interference for, at least, a long time to come. i 
‘This reflection may possibly account, at lenst in part, for the apparent Turkish 
indifference to the French schemes, of which no secret is made. ‘They may think that 
the French are embarking on an arduous enterprise, that they will find themselves in 
& hornet’s nest of hitherto irreconcilable and unconquerable Towaregs, whom they 
will, therefore, for a Jong period, at all events, be neither able to concilinte nor to 
crush effectively, owing to geographical, climatic, and racial causes, and that, when 
they have attained their object, they may after all find that the command of Ghadames 
has brought them no nearer any tangible result than they were before. g 
It would seem that, if the works at Bon Grara are really in contemplation, it is in 
connection with the Ghadamnes' scheme that they will be undertaken. Were it not, 
however, for the instanceof Bist, where enormously '¢ works were under- 
taken in anticipation of a problematicn! commerce, whi 
come thera for many yea, perhaps never, one would uuppose that it would be most 
unlikely that any simil lay would be incurred at Bon Grara until the problem 
olved as to the valuo of the trade which will, it is hoped, be diverted from 
nd it might Le supposed that now, with the example of Bizerta before them, 
‘an outlay wi but that the murder of M. de Mor’s having 
1 up a perhaps f g enthusiasm, it is difficult to gauge the 
ties of French financial folly in such a matter, particularly as, whatever the 
cost, none of it will fall upon themsrlves, as the native inbabitants of Tunis will have 
to pay the Dill, and as, morcover, it is confidently asserted and hoped that with the 
fortress of Bizorta in the north of Tunis, and that of Bon Grara in the south, Malta 
would be in a bad way, a belief which, however, as I am told, is not fully shared by 
‘our naval and military authorities, although Bon Grara, at'a few hours’ distance, 
is uncomfortably close as a base for w torpedo-bont raid—the one form of attack from 


which Malta is supposed not to be quite secu 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 56. 


ConsuleGeneral Jago to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received August 31.) 


No. 4. Confidential.) 
Grit, lugust 19, 1896. 
“1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the ree ‘Thomas Sanderso 
dlenpatch No. 2, dated the 2th in ony of 8 
despatch from Her Majesty's Consul-G at Tunis, No. 44, of h ultin 
fecting the murder of the Marquis de MMos, and” the in itentions of the Fren 
trortien in ‘Tunis to construct forts-at 11 Oxvatia, and near Ghadamés, with the view 

to divert the Soudan trade from ‘Tripoli to Gabés. 
T yonture to submit to your Lordship Memorandum which I have drawn up on the 


ject, 
wait poems to mo hardly eredible that if the French are really actuated by commercial 
erations only, they should be in ignorance of the facts stated by me in regard to 
the Tripoli-Soudan ‘trade, and which are kuown here to every person at all interested in 


the subject. 


Inclosure in No. 56. 
Memorandum. 


IT is impossible to understand in Tripoli the importance given by the French in 
Tunis to Ghadamés in connection with the Tripoli aod Western Soudan tude. Ghadamés 
is not a junction or emporium of this or any other trade, and its disappearance to-morrow 
would exercise no influence in any dircetion, i ape 

It is true that the Ghadamscen merchants have, by superior commercial instiuets 
aud business habits, secured to themselves the practical monopoly of the trade in 


os 


ion, but their 


establishments at ‘Tripoli and Kano, are 

at Ghadamés when at home, but who buy 

ich forms their outward and homeward 
caravans. 

All Ghadamseen caravans, great and small, pass by Ghadamés on their way to and 
from Ghit, but for personal conve ly, not for trade parposes. ‘They stay for a 
time to see their families for repose or for ronowing their eamnels, the neighbourhood of 
the town heing a large camel-breeding district. ‘They return there in their old age and 
occupy themselves with the correspondence between Kano and Tripoli. In rare instances 

ull depots of @ particular kind of goods coming from ‘Tripoli are formed there, until 
advices from Kano render their expedition there advantageous. 

bound to Ghat, other than those of the Ghadamseen, ever pass 

they invariably proceed by Urfella, Sokna, and Shebba, leaving Murzuk 

to the left. Ghat, and not Ghadamés, is the junction or emporium of trade with Kano, 

‘and is the real point of departure for, and arrival from, the Soudan, Caravans meet 

here from all parts; goods are bought ‘and sold; and numbers of ‘Tripoli traders never 

Proceed further. 

Through caravans from Tripoli here make their usual contracts with the Touareg 

fs for guides, escorts, hire of camels, and tolls for safe conduct through their 
Fespective territories on their road to Kano. 

‘The number of commercial transactions made here during the season of the passing 
of the caravans is said to be very large, 

The murder of the Marquis de Mords was held at Tripoli to have been the natural 
Bequence of a most foolhardy enterprise, conducted under circumstances of astounding 
ignorance and lack of forethought and preparation, 

The creation of a fort by the French at El Ouatia, the scene of the murder, would 
have no other result than to stir up the latent fanaticism of the ‘Tripoli frontier popula 

against the French. El Ouatia is said to be about 30 kilom, from Sinaotn, a 

Kish oasis on the road from Naloot to Ghadamés, on the Tripoli-Algerian frontier, 
the limits of which baye not been defined. All to the west of this road is the Sahara, 
the territory of the Touaregs, in which El Ouatia is situated 

‘This road, Naloot-Sinaoun-Ghadames, is tiever used by th 
proceeding from Tripoli to Ghadamés, ‘They go by Dexj and Mizda, well to 
the east, in well-defined Tripoli territory. It is therefore difficult to sce what influonce 
on trade the erection of a fort would have, It would, however, undoubtedly afford a ri 

and incidents, 
¥ the same observations would apply to Ghadamés as to El Ouatia in the 
event of the advancement of French forts to its neighbourhood in order to command it 
and cut off its communications with the Soudan, But Ghadat’s has no trade beyon 
That is necessary for the local wants of a small and poor population ; and the passage 
by it of Ghadamseen caravans from ‘Tripoli to Ghat is taken purely as n matter of 
and personal convenience, as I have pointed out. ‘These caravans, if disturbed 
tach vicinity to Ghadamés, would naturally avail themselves of the eastern route to 
reach G all other Tripoli caravans, that is, by Sokn Shebha, returning by 
the same route. ‘The French theory, therefo Ghadames would divert 
the stream of communication from Tripoli to Gal 
being « trade centre; but the 
Bou di 


namely, 
's ipoli traders 
ids of Ghadam 
‘Tripoli Ghadamseen houses of commere 
in inseparable. Tripoli caravans have not gone to Sokoto 
for some years. Kano is now the head-quarters in the Soudan of Tripoli trade, 
Supposing that in process of time the French succeeded in cutting off the oasis of 
Ghat from the Soudan, its existence as a junction and emporium would cease, but vould 
be transferred most probably to Murzuk, which would thus become of enormcus come 
[536] s 
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ia i ee, both for the Bornu and Soudan trades. ‘Tripoli-Soudan caravans 
So ae kee Bilma, Air, or Agadés. This route is already followed at the present 
by a few caravans, and before Rabah's invasion of Borou many came home through 
Horna and the Feszan to Teil. The choice of routes, more especially forthe hame- 
ari-ound caravans, largely depends on the supply of ciels and litle ese. Only last 
week, for inane, n Tiplicaravan from Dick, the new caital of oes aired by 
way of Kano, Zinder, Bilma, and Murzuk. A companion caravan, expected next week, 
Wtosiag nome toigh Ait aed OMe Thee: separation having been caused by want of 
camels, - 
“Indientions are not wanting thatthe Borno-Tripall trade wil soon be reopened, and 
dy the old route of Murzuk and Bilma, Already Rabah is maki 
ténde with Bengbas ‘Tripoli through Kufra and Jalo. ‘i 
Tittle doubt that, however much the French authoriti : 
1 the Tripoli-Soudaa trade by advan hwanls their posts, and this 
t, this trade will survive a considerable time owing to the diversity of rontes 
‘The French, however, appear to leave out of the question the 
considerations w Tripoli, rather than Gabés, a centre of Soudan trade. 
‘Tripoli is practically a free port, and Soudan and Bornu produce pay as costoms 
duty frow the country of origin to the wharves of European Custom-houses, a rominal 
port duty of 1 per « nothing else, This produce passing through Algeria or 
isin, would have to pay heavy export duties under present cireumstances. 
Again, Tripoli possesses stores of articles imported from ally designed 
for consumption in Wadai, Baghirmi, Borna, and the Souda of whi 
ferent variety; a knowledge of which has only been gained by lo 
‘The ports of ‘Tunis and Algiers contain no such depots or local expe= 


n 
ding the Touaregs, o-Freneh Treaty of 1890, here of i 
of the Pretch comprises the terttories of this people and lan 
are concerned, it is held that the if they choose, and are able to do so, 
subjugate il ocenpy their ¢ 


Hoe for incidents connected with their wal tbl warfare, o chaste 
on behalf of a small section of them who may have found it convenient 
inhabiting or frequ hara in the neighbourhood of the Oases of ( 
Ghadamos, 
‘The ‘Touaregs are held to be perfect! 
masters of the situation hy reason of the nature oft! 
powers of endurance and by their holding all the trade routes, 7 
he prosperity of ‘Tripoli consists in keeping on good terms with the Touare 
in mixing itself up with their private family quarrels or trital differences, 
‘Tripoli trade depends on the ‘Touaregs who hold all the trade routes to the Son: 
the latter are larg ner for their means of livelihood. 
The value of the Tripoli-Western Soudan trade, out and home, during 
twelve months is estimated approximately at 100,000. 


hey being 
limate, and their g 
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Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received Septeniber 12.) 


No. 50. Confidential.) ; Rees 
My Lord, Tunis, Augest 28, 1596. 


AFTER several awertions and denials with reference to au attack by desert 
nomads on Fort MeMahon, a French military post in the direction of Tn Salah and 
‘Tuat, to the south of the Algerian provines of Oran, there las appeared in to-day's 
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issue of the semi-official « Dépiche,” the inclosed account, which appears to be autho- 
tative, of that occurrence, which would seom rather to argue against the certainty 
Zith which the immediate and easy occupation of the district of Tat far away in the 
Sahara is foretold by another article from the “Dépéche” also inclosed, an occu, 
ation which was also diseussed in the inclosure of a despatch from Mr. Howard, 
forwarded me in your Lordship's despatch No. 7 of the 7th instant, 

It will be remembered that it was a band composed, like thaé which raided Fort 
MeMahon, of Tousregs and revolted Chaumbas which murdered the Marquis de Mords 
hundreds of miles away to the south-east, $0 the hostile operations of these nomads 
would seem to threaten French schemes of territorial expansion in North Centeat 
Africa in more than one direction, and may well prove a formidable obstacle to. the 
peaceful realization of thove plans. 

In conversation with the “Chef de Cabinet of the Residency, he told me that 
they lad no official confirmation of the projected movement for the oceupation of 
Puat, but he seemed to think that it was more than possible that the statements ia 

newspapers might prove to be correct, 
L have, &e. 
(Signed) W. 1. D, HAGGARD. 


———————— 
Inclosure 1 in No, 87. 
Extract from “ La Dépéche Tunisienne” of August 22, 1896, 


Le Tovar-Crest une afftiro enteniue: dans quelques mois le drnpoaw Frangaia 
otter sur les ksour les plus importants du Gonrara bt du Tidikelt 
In Le Gouvernement a décidé In prise de. posses 
c ne sous le nom de Tount—qui so fora 
des chefs les plus influents de Ia 
Eddin, dont 
voulons occuper. 

Notre prisence & In-Salah aur, pour notre influence, les plus heurouses conad- 
Diaikelt; cece ty Wen, Het co district est lo centro commersial ot politique da 
Tidikelt; c'est le passage habit epot lo plus considérable dos marchindises 
traversant Ie Sahara pour aller au nord, au sudest, o d, Les caravanes 
Ghadamés, do Ghat, du Fezzan y entropasent. des mare! destination de 
‘Tombouctou, ou Tinbektou, du Sot a ouest ot du sud, 
des nomades de Vouest du Sahara 

Von considére que nous avons comme partisans Jes marabouts ot los autoritée 
locales; que, d'autre part, certaines confédérations du atral cherchent i se 
mpprocher de nous, pour trouver un point Wappui qui leur Gchappe allloure il eee 
Perens despérer quiapris notre installation & In-Salah, In traversée da grand desert or 
Faceds du Tehod n’offriront plus d'insurmontables diMeuttén, 

Depuis plusicurs années déja, Ag-Kernzy, 'Armrar 
habitent I’Adrar-Ahnet, demande i n Fel 
reprises, il a promis 
installés A In-Salah, 

Chef Targui, dont le nev 
de M. Masquermy. 

Bien que ths pou d'Européons aient pu visiter lo Touat, eo pays est aujount hui 
connu. Des spahis digi ¥ sont allés maintes fois ot 

nt rapporté des rense nts tr’s précis et tris complets. MM. les 
Deporter et Bissuel, M. le Capitaine le Chitelier ot M. Gerhant Tt 
détail dans leurs ouvrages. 

See iteurs saccordent & dire quo les étrangers Arabes et Berbires donnent lo 
Pan, Fe Touat & tous les groupes d'oasis limites an nord par le massif der tee ae 
[Erg Occidental, au sud par l'Erg Echchach et lo plateau de Mouidirs ‘To est, par 
te bord du massif des dunes d'Iguidi; A West, par lo plateau de Tadaey 
ramifications septentrionales. 

Mais, pour les indigines, le nom du ‘Touat est éservé aux oasis de la valléo do 
pOued Messaoud. Les groupes du nord constituent le Gourars et, seus Ae eee 
Forment le Tidikelt. Lensemble de ces territoires, avec les oasis qui s'y tatlechine 
naturellement au nord et i Youest: Kazas, Guersim, &e, a uno population sé 
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Setstes alten! qui pow ia lepers produmens Wemconp to detton coat qualqess 

tiers qui, tf p de jont quelques 
Pphoer was do cutie eepdctctet of a ediasies oele emcee - 

Les indigines se divisent en Arabes, Berbéres Zenata, Chorfa, Harratine, et 

Tes premiers dérivent en grande partic de la eélébre tribu des Hilal, venus 


Orient. 
Les seconds appartiennent & In race des Kabyles de V'Atlas. Les troisitmes sont 
dea Araben de nobleaso religieuse, descendant ou prétendant descendre directement, 
i les males, du Prophiote Mohamed par la lignée de Fathma Zohra, sa fille, mariée 
Alben Abou Thaleb. Cea Chorla, nombreux au oust, y exeroent ausal une 
nde influence. Les Harratine passent pour des mulAtres du pays, et les ndgres 
Soot originales du Soudan; lo as of les kutros sont caclates om tects den greads 
Seigneurs Sabarions, 

Les indigines de toutes les oasis du Gourara ct du Touat sont inégalement 
répartis en deux sofs ou partis opposés: les Soffian et les Ihamed. 

‘Lindustrie locale produit des tissus de laine trés estimés. A Sha e: & Kaberten, 
dans le Gourara, on procéde i extraction du salpétro et partout, surtout dans Ia forét 
au sud d’In-Salah, lo charbon et les bois font Yobjet d'importantes exploitations. 

Le commerce d'éehange est assez important avec Ghadamia ot Tripoli, avec Air 
ct le Soudan Contral ; il est considérable avec Tombouetou et le Soudan Occidental ; il 
‘est tris actif avec le sud Marocain et les tribus Sahariennes de louest et de Vest. Les 
Chaiimba, les Laghoua ‘Traf, les Hamia tent des céréales, de I'huile, 
Au bourre ot des. prod fueturés provenant du Mzab, Comme toutes les 
earnyanes allant vers le nord, des dattes en grande quantité, de Yor en 

poulre et en lingots, de Vivoire, des cuirs bruts, des pelleteries brutes, des’ ustensiles 
& des cuirs “fagonnés, des dépouilles 'autruche, des fines, et des ndgres 


eafé, thé, suere, fer, acier, plomb, soufre, cuirs 


‘On trouve dans les entrepdts: 
tissus de laine bleue, chéchias, 


‘ouvrés, cotonnades blanches et teintes'en ble 
chaussures, drap de couleur, burnous en drap, outils en fer et en cuivre, ustensiles de 
ménage en fer batt, en cuivre, et on porcelai gent, corail, 
verroterio, parfums, médicame coutellerie venant da Maroc, aiguilles et 
fi, arms et poudre, fil de fer 

Les habitants t le 
henné, Dans les jardins des 
et comme Idguines, des eh 
citrouilles, tomates, poivrons, {eves, carot 
chevaux, Anos, chdvres et moutons, parmi 


‘ot sans Inino, 
Par ce qui précidite, on voit que la contrée dans laquelle nous allons nous installer, et 


qui est lo prolongement naturel du département d’Oran, ne manque pas de ressources 
Jes troupes qui encadreront les goumiers y trouveront tous les vives nécessaires. 

Si Pinfluence de Si Eddin est réelle, nos soldats n’auront pas a se sorvir de leurs 
armes, Car si nous nous présentons devant les oasis Touatiennes en amis, des dispositions 
teront prises your vaiuere toute attaque imprévue: Si vs pacem gar eli. 
faisant, on agit aussi sagement que prudemment. La réussite de Ventreprise nous 
paralt done certaive. 

‘Au point de vue 
du sud trouyeront de no 

ile de vue, en effo 
Dranais, 


melons, 
went des chameaux, 
jemau, espice de mouton sans cornes 


Tunisien, nous ne pouvons que nous en réjouir. Nos négociants 
aux débouchés sur les marchés du Touat. Il ne faut pas 
quils en seront plus proches que les Algéricus ou les 


Inclosure 2 in No. 57. 
Extract from “ La Dépéche Tunisienne" of August 27, 1896. 


Avram pv Fonr Mac-Mauos.—On se rappelle quill ya un mois environ 
Hous avons annoned qu'un parti de Touareg et de Chaimbas dissidents avait attaqué le 
Fort Mac-Mahou, et razzié les méhara de Yescadron de spabis Sahariens qui y tient 
garnison. 

Voici des détails précis sur ce coup de main audacieux :-— 

‘Vers le milieu du mois dernier, le 17 Juillet, un “rezzou” (expédition armée) de 
cinguante combatants environ, Touareg et Chadmbas dissidents, obéissant & Bou- 
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sest i. ao 
atte i pone Poa Jefort Jui-méme, mais prés du Fort de Mac-Mahon, qui 
Le rezzou prit Objectif le trou i 
sen Ge ro A a ada te 
7 Pp par 


gt-doux méhara de 
‘emmener To troupeau, mais a 
rv in chef de groupe des spahi 
gérien, ot deux autres tiralleurs ont cle Vleeseen 
Pas pu poursuivre, et Vinfanterie du fort (demi- 
ment impuissante, 
Arabe n'a p 


re jusquh 


wait quitté 

eter des inghara pour 

‘Udcidée, TH était, a 

Boment du nit Inissé que son Sous 

De plus, par sureroit d'embarras,Ioffici 

dembarras, Vofllcier de renseignements du pos a 

courant de choses de son annexe, M. Faleonnetti, venait de partir on oc eet eene 

Femplacé par un nouveau venu, ieee 
Voecasion était favorable, Is n'ont eu garde de Ia manquer: 


Se Ee 


No. 58. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 12,) 
,, Conidential) 


LTHOUGH nothing definite 

negotiations for the renowal of the ich 
ip of rig, WA the fan Taman he Henle 
Marah : me of the Italian Unione” is correspondingly 

It is possible that the correctness of thi 

ess of this impression may be to a certain exten 

goafimed by the inclosed extract from a private letter which re ferday rescived 
rom the Italian Acting Agent and Consul-General, eo 
trom SR fart ae craiat ih it, his representations to mine to obtain 

m the Bey rerament the repudiation of the application to forcien 
Consulates x the Samp and registration tax, and thus to continue the jatar 
reference to Fane ari tawal of the clause in the original Decree vive 
is Governor ance, and I fancy that he looks upon this present taut nnwee 

Government to continue that identity of action at almost ae eee pe etregh 


enemy. 
‘ithout, however, supposing that it is a straw whi 

hi yu g that it is which at all indicates the directio 
of the wind as far as England is concer ‘d, the fact that Tal should aes 


= > : 
continue her 8 a right at once so clear and so useful to 
At all events, to indicate an extraordinary change 
9 at least with reference to the burning question of 
high op phat and the bickerings and recriminations 
ig 80 many years cease, it would se 

itv tind Hl 3, Gc al em ta a 

msul-General has also had no reply to his representati 
subject of continuing the common action with remand toe 


. 
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Is it possible that this, taken in conjunction with the recent arrangement with 
rogard to Punis between Austria-Hungary ani Franee, may be also not entirely devoid 
of signifleance ? 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


Inclosure in No. 58. 


Signor Carletti fo Gonmul-General Haggard. 


‘Tunis, le 2 Septembre, 1896, 
regt_aue’ onse ait sujet du timbre et enregistrement, pas méme 
mot de réeeption pour par conséquent il me semble clair 
mon Gouvernoment désire ne pas soalever la question qui nous intéresse. 
¢ Gnormément de ne pas collaborer avee yous pour obtenir le but 

commun, 





No. 59. 
ConsuteGeneval Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 12.) 


(No. 52. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, September 5, 1896, 

WITHOUT knowing to what extent the Austrian revenues may be improved by 
ho 2nd clause of the Declarations exchanged botween France and Austria forwarded 
to mo in your Lardship’s despateh No, , Confidential, of the 14th ultimo, under wh 
Fraueo cannot claim until 1904 for Freuch wines imported into Austria-Hungary the 
low duties emeoded to Italy for Italian wines, it is impossible to say whether Franco 
‘or Austria will be the wr pecuniarily by thi nent, by the first clause of 
which the Intter renounces her most-favoured-nation clause in Tunis as regards 
France. 

Bul to cause this arrangement to prove an advantage to France it must be shown 
that vory liltle difference will arise from the priv von to Austria in importing 
French wines, as the whole duties levied on Au goods entering Tunis during the 
past year ig to 0 fe., or under 19,000, 

It would thus appear that any French pretension to point to this arrangement as 
1 proof of Aust selfdeninl—an example which it would be only 
becoming in other Powers to follov—must be looked la eritieal eye to relative 
facts and figures rather than with the unguarded benevolent glance of sympathetic 
appreciation 

L have, &e. 
(Signed) W. I. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 60. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 12.) 


(No. 53. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, September 5, 1896. 

‘THE Ttalian Acting Agent and Consul-General was good enough to-day to hand 
ime the inclosed paper. 

He tells me it is a copy of an original document which was picked up at Gabis 
by an Italian, and taken io the Italian Consular Agency there. He had no doubt as 
to its authenticity, It must ly have been the coverer of the various papers 
which it mentions, and had been accidentally dropped. 

It would seem to show that, as late at least as iast month, the French military 
suuthorities were contemplating the possibility of an advance of a column to the region 


éelairé de M. le Procurour de In République, et 


2 


of Ghadamés, and perhaps the careful details of preparatio! 
e o ion wh 
may tend to argue chat fhat moment may not be very far distant. 
imagine that the last figure “17” in the second colum: ibly indi 
the detailed descriptions of soventoen stages between Gabts and Gheteata nteae® 
__ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) " W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


this paper registers 


Inclosure in No. 60. 


Copy of an Original Document picked up at Gabe, 


Divistox v'Ocouration pg Tuxtsry.—ComManpement Miura p 


Ganis. 
Service des Renseignements, 


No, Objet 
Le Chef de Bataillon Wacki, Commandant Militaire de 


Gabis par interim, a 
M. le Général : _ 





dee Pidcos 








Gabés, le Aodt, 1896, 





No. 61. 


Conwul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received September | 


onfidential.) 


Tis, Seplember 6, 1806, 

py of the note which the Ttali 
: ¢ eneral hs this day addressed 0, tho Mi , ; 

Mv ling on him to proceed against the editor of a local paper, the “ Petit 

Tunis” for an inal to the King of Tay contd in ses he ith 

Thave, & ‘ 

(Signed) W. 1. D. HAGGARD. 


_—<$<—$_—— 


# the honour to inclose herewith the o 


Inclosure 1 in No. 61, 


Signor Carletti to the Tunisian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


M. le Ministre, 


mistre, Septembre, 1896, 
LA “Petite Tunisie yous transmettre, 
uste Souverain, qu'elle 


it tombe sans lo coup de I’Article 36, 
1301, sur la liberté de la presse, je vous pid 


vouloir, en conformité de I'Article 4, '§ 5 do In méme Lai, d 
Procureur de la Républi ‘Tunis qu'il soit ‘ie eee 


dé doffice contre qui de droit. 
bienveillant concours et sur lo zdle 
je vous prie dagréer, &e. 

(Sign) "2, CARLETTI. 


Je suis sir de pouvoir compter sur votre 





Inclosure 2 in No. 61. 
Law respecting the Press. 


ARTICLE 36. offense commise publiquement envors les Chefs d’Btat 
gers sera punie d'un emprisonnement de trois mois & un an et d'une amende de 
100 85,000 pi (100 fe. & 8,000 fr.) ou de Tune de ces deux peines seulement. 
Article 14, § 5, Dans le cas d'offense ou outrage prévu par les Articles 36, &¢., 1a 
Rouruite aurs eo, soit & la regutte de Vottensé ou de Voutragé, soit dofie sur ax 
lo adresséo nu Ministre des Affaires Btra le i 
du Ministre Résident de France @ Tunis. Rana fe haere Tana 





. 62, 
Coneul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.— (Received September 28.) 


(No. 56. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, September 7, 1896. 

IN my despatch No. 53 of the Sth instant I had the honour to inclose the copy of 
& paper referring to a project of an advance on the region of Ghadamés from Gal 
and I have now the honour to trait eutting from the « Dépdeche” treating on the 
same , from which it would appear that the secret of the finding of thi 
hhas not been ‘very well kept , mae ed 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) H. D. HAGGARD. 


Inclosure in No, 62. 


Newspaper Extract. 


LUNIONE” public Vinformation suivante, que nous reproduisons so 
oe UU que nous reprodui us 
“A Gabis, les Prangais parlent tros ouvertoment de occupation 
par les troupes Francaises. Ils digent que Mexpédition du ‘Tount é 
nt d'une pierre deux coups, et ils assurent que co n'est plus qui 


jow 
“On no parle q 
jours, dans Van de ces derni 


on a vt wito d'une lettre du Commandant 
nait le plan de Vitinéraire & suivre pour l'occupa. 


to Minute tomba par hasard entre les mains d'un Italien, 
‘assuro-t.on, In transmit, commie il devait le feire, & notre autorité Consulaire. 





No. 63. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received September 28.) 


Poe Confidential.) 
'y Lord, Tunis, September 
__AS was perhaps to be expected the “Déptche” publishes ola Beas 
inspired denial of the fact that any such paper as that of which I had the honour to 
c wy in my immediately preceding despatch had been lost by. the 
Commandant do Ia Place" at Gabis, but the Italian Agent and Consul-General has 
ity. The paper was a lithographed form, and 


Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 
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Tnclosure in No. 63. 
Extract from the “ Dépéche Tunisienne” of September 11, 1896, 


NOUS avons mproduit, en faisant les plus expresses réserves, uno informa 
tendancicuse de “I'Unione,” relative & des propos tenus dans un café par le Com- 
‘mandant du Bataillon d'Afrique et Ie Controleur Civil. 

Ta Consorella ajoutait qu'un sujet Italien s'tait approprié In Minute d'uno lettre 
accompagnant le plan d'un itinéraire ‘A suivre pour loccupation de Ghadamés, et que 
cette Minute avait été remise a I'autorité Consulaire Italienne. 

Nous sommes en mesure, aujount’hui, de démentir trds catégoriquement Ie 
journal “1'U i, effet, notre correspondant de Gabés nous télégrap! 

“Ta soi-disant conversation entre le Commandant du bataillon d'Afrique ct le 
Contréleur est fausse. Aucune Minute de lettre n'est disparue de chez le Commandant 
de Ia Place de Gabes. 





No. 64. 
Consul-General Haggard 10 the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 67. Confidential.) 
‘Tunis, September 12, 1890. 
return here of the Resident-General was not expected until late in October, 
Révoil was to go on leave directly me back, Now, how 
wu without his family 
that the Resident will come back towards the ond of 
ofl g. 

g is going on quite qu tho normal sta 
of affairs to call for M. Millet’ may be something 
in the wind, 

The Italian Treaty will lapse on the 29th; possibly M. Millet’s return may bo 
connected with this, but as the negotintions for its renewal are not going on here, 
there may, perhaps, be some other, as yet unexplained, eauso. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


No. 65 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 68. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, September 12, 1896. 

IN the Foreign Office despatch No. 1 of the 26th January, 1895, T was insteuctod 
to take care of Portuguese interests, 0, on hearing from his relations that a young 
Portuguese Jew, 1 Peisoued by the order of M. Henge, 
the French Pres © native Conrt—which has 
over him, I made representations on his behalf, which have resulted in 
from prison. 

‘Poe circumstances connected with this incident are not uninstruct 

It appears from the “dossier” of his caso, which I saw, that Silvera 
mitted no offenco—for it wa: iat of declining, on accou 
Portuguese nationality, to recognize the jurisdiction of the Ouzara, which ho lad 
a perfect right to do, For this offence this respectable young man was put into the 
Onzara prison—a h place Iam told. 

‘The President of the Court took no steps to inguite into the truth of his state- 
ment, though it appears that his family are generally known hero as “ the Portuguese,” 
nor to inform me of his plea and of his detention, and, when I heard of it from his 
relations, used every effort to avoid releasing him, so that he was kept in prison for a 
week, three days of which were actually after I liad furnishod the Residency-Generat 
with ‘a formal declaration accompanied by dates that his father was registered as a 

[88] U 
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Portuguese mavy years ago in Her Majesty's Consulate-General (which at that time, 
1879, as now, protected Portuguese interests here), and with a certificate to that effect 
issued to him at the time by my predecessor. 

I rogret to say that, in my first conversation with the Resident “ Adjoint " on th 
subject, [could not perceive that he in any way recognized the impropriety and arbi- 
trary nature of M, Berge’s behaviour, but supported his action. 

T have treated the matter unofficially throughout, and as { presume that your 

ip would not wish at this moment to raise a question with the Tunisian Govern. 
ment, as Silvera has been released, as he has put forward no claim for compensation, 
and as, iu reply to a private letter to the Residency after his release, in which I went 
through the whole case, pointing out the impropriety of M. Berge’s conduct, and 
asking that he should be censured for it, and that measures should be taken to prevent 
the recurrence of such an incident, I have received satisfactory assurances, Ido not 
Propose to pursue the matter further. 

ML. Berge’s action was, doubtless, in the main, inspired by the jealousy of the 
French officials of any resident of Tunis being in any respect protected from their 
tyranny, and tends to show the sort of treatment which the many thousand British 
subjects here will have to expect if they are at any time handed over to their tender 

hy the withdrawal of the Consilar protection which now, to a certain extent, 
nits, preserves them from the partiality and spite of the French authorities. 
we affords an instance of i 
ners to adopt French or Tunisian nationality 
Thave, &e 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No, 06. 


Consul-General Hoggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received September 28.) 


a8 59, Confidential.) 
y Lond, 


September 16, 1896. 
‘THE Resident “ Adjoint” told me on the 12t was not expecting 
the Resident-Genoral back before the end of the month—his return being originally 
fixed for tho latter part of October. Thad the honour of reporting in my 
despatch No, 57, Confidential, of that date. 
In the afternoon of that day Mdé 1 was calling at my house, and was so 
usly reticent about the matter when it was alluded to that it was difficult not to 


announced his return for to-day, and he has 
arrived this morning. 

M. Millet’s extraordinary restlessness might perhaps be sufficient without any 
Other special cause to accourit for his return during the heat at least a month before 
he was expected, but I do not understand the mystery which has been made about the 
matter by M. Révoil 

T have, &e. 
(Bigned) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 67. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receiced September 25.) 


‘0.00, Confidential.) 
ly Lord, Tunis, September 18, 1896. 
IN my despatch No, 50 of the 16th instant, I had the houour of announcing the 
unexpected return of the Resident-General, and in my despatch No. 57 of the 
12th instant, of informing your Lordship that the Resident “ Adjoint” had told me 
that he should stay on here, together with M. Millet, for some time; while the semi 
official * Dépéche” announces this morning, in the most conspicuous place in its 
column of news, that “ M. Révoil, Résident-Général Adjoint, prendra probablement 
‘son conge annuiel vers le 15 Octobre.” 


cd 


But M. Révoil called on me this afternoon to say good-bye, as he is leaving for 
Paris to-morrow; Mde. Révoil and his family following at the end of the month. 

If there be any reason at all for these repeated contradictions and mysteries, save 
the desire to be “en evidence,” it is doubtless (as well as the cause for M. Millet’s 
return and M. Révoil’s departure) known at Paris, Here their only effect has been 
to excite a great deal of conjecture and gossip, much of it as silly as is, apparently, 
the mystery which has given rise to it. 

Tt has struck me as possible that the real explanation of M. Millet’s return may 
be that M. Hanotaux may want the immediate services of his old private Secretary in 
some other direction, and that he is, consequently, returning to Paris, M. Millet being 
sent back here to carry on the work. ‘They came together to call on me to-day, aud 
seemed on perfectly friendly terms. 

Thave, &o. 


(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 





No. 68, 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Consul-General Haggard. 
rg 95 


(No. 14) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 1, 1896, 
L APPROVE the action taken by you in the case of David Silvera, as reported in 
your despatch No, 58, Confidential, Tunis, of the 12th ultimo. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "SALISBURY. 





No. 69, 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 61. Confidential.) 
Lord, ‘Tunis, September 19, 1896, 
T HAVE the honour to incloso a cutting from to-day’s “ Dé i 
would appear that the so-called aggressions of Tripolitan tribes on Tunisian territory 
are beginning unusually early this season, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 


Inclosure in No, 69. 
Extract from the  Dépéche Tunisienne” of September 19, 1806, 


LES Ourghermas sont en train de procéder & leurs labours, Il parait méme quo 
certaines tribus Tripolitaines de In frontiére ont tenté d’ensemencer sur des terres 
situées en dehors de leurs limites et que nos protégés ont di repousser, par In force, 
ces tentatives d’'empittement. 





No. 70. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 21.) 


(No. 74.) 
My Lord, ‘Tunis, October 18, 1896, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit two cuttings from the “ Dépéche,” reporting the 
conclusion of Arrangements between France and Russia and France and Switzerland 


respectively. 
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By these Arrangements, as reported therein, while the Treaties and Conventions 


existing between France and the other two countries licable to Tunis, 
Regency will eontinue to enjoy the most-favoured-nation treatment in respect to ee 


other eountry save 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) 





. H. D. HAGGARD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 70, 





Extract from the “ Dépéche Tunisienne” of October V5, 1896. 











HANOTAUX, poursuivant le rég! 
avec diverses Puissances, vient de si 
Paris, un Arrangement. qui 
entre i France et la Suite. 
In vortu de cet Arrangement, la Suisse jouira dans Ia Régence d 
Soscatneid la pis Ja plus favorisée, Ia heer exceptée. Serer: 
Ce traitement lui est coneédé dans les mémes formes ot a été établi le régi i 
rile les relations commerciales de la Suisse et de Gtabli le régime qui 
Sed Jes relation nereiales de In 8: et de Ia France depuis le mois d'Aoat 





ment de Ia sitaation com 
avec M. Lardy, M 
di In Tunisie les ‘Traités et 


tionnelle de la 
istre de Suisse i 






















Inclosure 2 in No. 70, 





Eetract from the“ Dépéche Tunisienne” of October 16, 1 








UN Arrangement dosting i régle 
ment dosting i régler les rapports 
a dté conelu, A Saint-Pétersbourg, entre lo C vi 
Rumi a és hourg, entre lo e Vauvimeux, notre Chargé 
W'Affaires, ot lo Représontant du Ministéro des Affaires Btrangéres de Russie 
ation signée par les Représentants des deux Gouverne- 
iellement existantes entre les deux pays seront 


reinux do la Tunisie avec In 


















, toutes les Conventi 
dorénavant applicables & In Tunisie. 

La Russie jouira en Tunisie, au point de 
In plus favorisée, & Mexeopt In Pram 








ue douanier, du traitet 
Puissance Protectrice. 


de la nation 




















Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Reccived November 9) 
(No. 7. 


My Lor 
1 HAY 










honour to infor 





‘our Lordship that Mr, Galea, British 
at Susa, who is at present at Gabes, te prineipal French Settioment in’ the south ofthe 
Regency, reports that whereas lately the whole military administration of the frontis 
districts: bordering ‘on Tripoli was carried on by ‘Tutivian irregular troops. directed 

the “Bureau Arabe,” these are now being replaced by regalar soldiers, and. the 
number of outposte is being increased. Previous to these changes the positions in 
Sccupation were Mednine, Matmata, Zarzis, Tatahoaine, Danirat, and poseibly. soveral 
wel {bas now been decided, however, to bring the number up to at lewt fourteen, one 
of which is Gast Garden. Mr. Galea does not as yet know the names of the other pi 
which re intended to be occupied, but presumes they ell beni abe eheenee 
newlysdug wells, 

The tuarket village of Gasr Garden has not proved so successful as was hoped, oning 


probably to the migratory habits of the i 
Pe Ret eae mgratOrY habits of the Arabs, and to their prejudice against having © 


























ines they will be in the neighbourhood of 














T have, &e 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


















































No. 72. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received November 9.) 


(0.78. Confidential.) 
fy Lond, Tunis, October 26, 1896. 
‘THE Resident-General has told me that it is hoped that the murderers of 
Dr. Leach and his family have been discovered in Tripoli. He added that as there 
was no Extradition Treaty between Tunis and ‘Tripoli it was proposed, with the view 
of bringing tho men to justice, to come to an arrangement with tho Tripolitan 
authorities upon the theory that Tunis and ‘Tripoli both still formed part of the 
Ottoman dominions. ‘This assumption has, as your Lordship will remember, hitherto 
always been strenuously contested by the French from the moment of, if not bef 
the occupation, and this would appear to be a curious moment for them to choose for 
the tacit acquiescence thus conveyed in the claims of the Porte over Tunis, which 
aye, I believe, never been relinquished either by act or deed. 

M. Millet’ suggested to me that the murdered man’s heirs ought to pay for the 
expenses connceted with the tracing and trial of the murderers. T replied that, with 
the exception of a few hundred francs found on the body of the murdered lady, the 
survivi had been left absolutely penniless. then suggested that’ the 
religious Society to which Dr. Leach belonged ought to be called upon to pay, To 

ng proposals I replied that it seemed to me that the. proper people fo 
‘the munderers to justice were the Tunisian authorities, especially in 
» fact that they were responsible for the necessity of incurring tho large 
es of which ho complained by failing to arrest on the spot, or in the immediate 
neighbourhood, the man to whose complicity in the erime every suspicion pointed from 
the first moment, 

Your Lonlship may recollect that, at the time the Residency acknowledge 
of the police, and excused it on the ground of economical ¢ 

subject of the responsibility for the 






























pay for bringin 









incompet 

M. Millct did not pursue ¢ 
further. 

Her Majesty's Consul-General at Tripoli, in 10 
matter, has kindly informed me as follows :— 

“My private information obtained from the French 
‘The two murderers of the Leach family are supposed to be livin 
about 120 miles on the coast south of ‘They are Tripolit 
and will be tried here by the Ottoman ‘Tribunals a 
the Vali and the Fi horities here. ‘The Vali is 
to-morrow. After his arrival the ‘indicateurs’ will come from ‘T 
cause the arrest of the men. 

“Of course, the matter remains seoret here until action is taken, I will lot you 
Know more in times 











ly to an inquiry of 





te is as. follow 
at Misiwanta 
1 Ottoman subjects, 
ngements betwee 
will retin hero 
nis to identity and 



















I have, &o, 
(Signed) W. H. D, HAGGARD. 





No, 73. 


Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salistury.—(Received November 9.) 





No. $0.) 
My Tavis, Octber 25, 1806 
THE Resident-General mentioned to me, in the course of the conversation on the 
subject of the Leach murder, which I have reported in my despatch No. 78 of this 
day's date, that to falfl tho’ requirements of the Ottoman Lav, under which they 
were proceeding, it was necessary that the prosecution should be nominally instigated 
the representatives of the victim, and asked me whether I could find out some one 
related to Dr. Leach to whom to send for signature an authority to take proceedings. 
Colonel Rebillet, the Military Attaché to the Residency, who has heen charged with 
the matter, also spoke to me in the same sens 
T accordingly put myself in communication with Mr. Michelt, the gentleman in 
charge here of the Mission to which Dr. Leach belonged, and took him to the Resident 
to explain to him certain difficulties connected with’ the suggestion. ‘This was, 
[se] x 












































TITTTITITITITI TIT T Th 





inoalcl 5s ‘aoe 





















8 


however, rendered unnecessary by M. Millet declaring that the procedure which he 
had himelf suggested was not wanted, 

Meoting 1 Robillet some days afterwards, he asked me what steps I had 
taken in the sense of his request. T told him what I had done and its result. He 
expressed his great surprise at M. Millet’s action, explaining that nothing had 
happened to alir the nevenity of the coune which they both bad naked me to take, 

Je then suggested that, as there seemed likely to be some diffeulty about procuri 
the omoeut of the volatives of Dr. and Mr Leach, Hor Majesty's Consd-Govecal 
might, as tho natural guardian of the infant child within his Consular district, make 
the application. I asked him to let me havea note on the matter, but, though ten 
days have now elapsed since our conversation, I have heard nothing more about it 
I should be much obliged if your Lordship would be good enough to inform me 
whether, in the erent of the request being repeated, there would be any impropriety 

it in view of the peculiar course proposod by the Resident, which I have 
provious despatch on this subject, to my adopting Colonel Rebillet's 
suggestion, which was, by the way, also made to mo by the Hesident-General on the 
occasion of our first ‘conversation, both he and his subordinate alluding to the 
thority 98 a mere matter of form, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) ' W. H. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 74, 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Reevived November 9.) 


(No. 81. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, October 28, 1896. 
IN ‘iny despatch No. 54 of the Sth ultimo, I had the honour to inelove a copy of a 
note from the Acting Inlian Agent and Consul-Gen on the M 
Foreign Affairs to proceed against the ‘Petite Tunisie,” » local newspaper, for 
published against the Ki nd Thave now the honour to trausmit the report of 
the suit, consequently instituted against the editor and printer of that paper. 
It would be remarked that the extreme penalty for such an otfence being a y 
nmeut and 3,000 fr. fine, the President of the Court considered that the imposition of 
a fine of £0 fr. in the case of the editor, and of 25. fr. in that of the printer, was suficient 
punishment for charneterizing Hix Majesty as a “sombre et sinistre soudard,” and that the 
*Procureur de la République,” in prosecat sserted that were he a private 
individual, he should not contest the arguments for the defence, but that in his public 
capacity he could not agree with them. 
‘As this view may be taken to represent that of the Government, it is perhaps not 
surprising that no heavier penalty was intlicted. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD, 


Inclosure in No. 74. 
Bstract from * La Déptche Tunisienne” of October 28, 1896. 


DRS Touverture de Ia séance Ia salle est comble. Confondus parmi le public ordinaire 
des audiences correctionnelles, plusieurs persoonalités Tunisiennes et un grand nombre 
de journalistes et de correspondants, 

ffaire u'est appelée qu’ 4 heures. MM. Crouzet ct Brigol prennent place au 
bane des prévenus. A la demande du Président, M. Fabry, ils déctinent leurs noms et 
qualités et déclarent s'ea remettre entidresment A leur Avocat, M* Pietra. 

Le Procureur de la République, M. Spire, sc lve’ alors et prononce quelques 
paroles -— 

“Quelle que soit,” dit-il, “ la quatité du plaignant, je ne puis que demander Vapplica- 
tion de Ia loi. 

“Sj Jes inculpés se contentent dexpliquer dans quelles circonstances et par quelle 
suite de fats ils ont été amenés & employer des expressions offensantes A Vadresse d'un 
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Chef d’Btat étranger, s'ils se contentent d'expliquer quelle a été leur intention et de 
discuter la valeur des tnots échappés & une plume trop rapide, mots empruntés dilleurs & 
tun autre journal, s'ils se renferment dans ces limites, je ne serai pas en désaccord avec Ia 
défense. 


« Mais si les inculpés essient de soutenir que les jourvalistes ont le droit d'offenser 
‘ou dPinjorier un Souverain étranger, alors je me néserve de faire connaitre au Tribunal dans 
quelle raesure et dans quel seas je demanderai application de la loi.” 

M¢ Pietra commence son plaidoyer. 

Tl reprend, en quelque sorte, Ia thése da Ministére Publi 

* Le Roi Humbert,” dite, “est diseuté ; et, comme homme public, il est discutabl 

te, un Frangais, est autorisé A prendre une plume et & éerite oe qu'il a sur 
devoir pour tui, dans certaines circonstances et alors quiil s'en 
prend & ces personnazes, A ces Souverains, qui appartiennent & histoire, 

La question ne pouvait étre mieux hi plus elairement posés par le Ministre Public, 
Crest ce droit dapprécier un Chef d’Btat étranger, que revendliquent les inculpés. 

Le Roi d'Ttalic se plaint de la triple épithéte que nous avons employce & son adreseo 
dans notre numéro du 4 Septembre. Ces mots * sombre,’ ‘sinistre,’ et “soudard’ constie 
tuent a seule injure, la seule offense que lon reléve dans assignation qui nous a été 

-méme, cette assignation en Hisant au Tribunal la phrase 
qui suit immédiatement le passage incriminé.” 

wocat donne lecture de ectte phrase, od auteur de Marticle dit que le Roi d’ltalie 
“na quiune pensée: celle de nous urracher une ou devs provinces qui se sont librement 
données i nous.” Il fait ressortir que le but de Yauteur n’était pas d'offsnser te Roi Hume 
bert, quil était tout autre, et que les mots inerimings, et seuls incrimings, ne sont que des 
saccensires, des énthites on pe vives dckappéey & a plume, 

“Dans combien de bouches dorateurs, sous combien de plumes de journalistes ces mots 
ne se sonteils pas trouvés ?” 

M. Pietra soutient que le seul (ait de faire partie do In Triple Alliance est In preave que 
Vitalie ‘est. Tennen Ia France, Son Chef n'a pas le droit, ajoute-til, de dire A un 
‘Tribunal Francais: “ Voila un Francais qui, chez vous, m'a offensé par ses appréciations, 

pays. Vous allez le condamner.” 
pour lequel M. Crouzet est poursuivi est un délit @opinion, “Et s'il est un 
délit opinion qui puisse Griné,” s'écrie le défenseur, “c'est bien celuis. Je 
Vappelle, moi, un délit de pat 

“ Convoquez done tous les Frangais, et demandes leur si co délit existe. Je vous défie 

de ne pas le trouver dans tous les caeurs. 
as contre le M lui, de sa propre autorité, 
poorsuivi mes clients 

“ Mais pour découvrir PArticle XXXVI da Déeret sur In presse, il falla une plainto 
du Roi d'Italie, Or, le Roi d'Italie n'a pas osé in 

‘A ce moment, il se produit un lKéger incident. it remarquer 
M. Pietra qu'il fait ‘le procis du Roi Humbert et qu'il va, | tire le dit 
eproché & ses clients. 

L’avocat reprend son plaidoyer :— 

Le Roi d'ltalie,” dt-il, ‘se prétend offensé. Que peut étre et que peut valoir cette 
offense? . ... . Si vous parcoutiez l'histoire et que vous reclverchiez les procés faite. par 
les Chefs d’Biats a des particuliers, vous en trou 

“".. ... Il fait pour cela plus qu'une offense, 01 ue cette offense ait 
caractére odieux ou menacant. II faut qu'elle devienne un crime de Idse-majesté!” 

M* Pietra cite alors plusicurs phrases qui, & ses yeux, constituent uno offense méritant 
des poursuites. II rappelle betta, presque une menace a Tégard de 
MacMahon: “Qu'il se démette ou se roumette!™ Il cite le mot de Rochefort, dans 
tune de ses premidres “ Lanterne:” “La statue équestre de Napoléon ILL représenté 
‘en César, est Vceuvre de M. Barye. On sait que M. Barye est le plus oélébre de nos 
sculpteurs d'animaux, 

“Le plaignant,” dit lavocat, ‘s'est rabaissé par sa plainte. Il est vrai quiil est & 
Rome; et que c'est ’& Rome qu'on a parlé pour la premiére fois du crime de Iesc-majesté, 

| “Lhistoire nous apprend que Domiticn et Commode avaient besoin de ce crime, 
qui emportait Ia confiscation des biens, pour remplir les caisses du Trésor vidées par leurs 
prod insensées. Ce n’est pas le cas, pour le Roi Humbert ; il ne s'est pas portée 
partic civile!” 

Mt Pietra passe ensuite d la discussion cles inots ineriminés. 

“Le mot ‘sombre,’ dit-i, ‘veut dire ombrageux, soupy: 

‘ sinistre, est & peu prés son synonyine. 
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toute personne ayant adressé une offense A un Chef d’Btat d'une peine de trois 
mois fun an de prison et d'vue amende de 100 fr. & 3,000 fr. ou de une de ces deux 


Mais, attendu que le passage incriminé n'est qu’un accessoire dans un long article; 

Attendu, au surplus, que cet article a 6té publié A une époque de violentes polémigues 
‘engagées entre les journaux Francais et Italiens ; 

Par ces motif, faisant application de I'Article 463 du Code Péual sur les circons 
atténuantes, 

Le Tribunal condamie M. Crowaet & 60 fr. damende et M. Brigol & 25 fr. 





No. 75. 


Conaul-General Heggard to the Marquess of Salisbury. —(Received November 18.) 


November 14, 1896. 

T have the honour to 
inclose copy of a despatch from the British Viee-Consul at Sfax, and of an extract of 
4 private letter from Her Majesty's Consul-General at Tripoli, stating that it. is 
Feported that the supposed murderer of the Leach family, who had taken refugo in 
‘rlpolitan teretory, Tea dae, 

Thave heard nothing more from the Residency about their request that I should 
appear as the nominal prosecutor, of which I had the honour of informing your 
Lordship in my above-mentioned despatch. 

have, &o. 


(Signed) W. H. D. HAGGARD. 


P8.—Just after I had concluded this despatch I reocived the note of which I 
havo the honour to inclose a copy. 

As the mail is just closing, 1 communicated immediately with the R 
the reported death of the supposed murderer. Unfortunately, the Chet 
Was not in, but his subordinate stated that, as far as he know, they had only 28 yet 
received the rumour of the death. 

Tn any case, T shall take no steps in the sense of M, Millet’s request until T have 
had a reply from your Lordship to the inquiry as to tho proper course for me to follow 
which Thind the honour to nddress to your Lordship. ie my despatch No. $0 of the 
25th ultimo, 

W. H. D. H 


Inclosure 1 in No. 75. 


Sir, Sfaz, November 10, 1896. 
I HAVE the h inform you that the two men sent to Tri 


Moktar, presumably an assassin of Dr. Leach, have returned, reporting that Moktar 
A for 


in the month of June at a place one day’s march from Tripoli. A formal inquiry 
was made by the Turkish authority of Tripoli, and the act certifying the result of tho 
inquiry and the certificate of death have been sent by the Tripoli French Consul to the 
French Residency at Tunis, 

"Phi result has greatly disappointed and put out the judicial authorities, who 
have alvways been anxious to carry out any line of research indicated by me. 

In prison at Susa there are two under arrest suspected of coniection with the 
murderer, one of whom is much compromised by the contradictions between hie 
depositions when arrested at Zavsis and those afterwards made by him before the 
Judge at Sfax. 

I have, &e, 
(Signed) J. LEONARDI. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 75. 
Consul-General Jago to Consul-General Haggard, 


‘My dear Mr. Haggard Tripoli, November 7, 1896. 

WITH reference to the attempted arrest of the gardener, the reputed meniores of 
the Leach family, I regrot to have to tell you that, on the arrival cf the French avd 
Tartish Agents at Mesurata, it was found that he had died a few weeks ago at Sleitom, 
Meet nen, Colleague is collecting all the evidenco he can obtain respecting the 
alleged death of the man from the Turkish and other quarters, as well na. the deposi- 
fons, of the “ indicateurs” sent here from Tunis to identify the nocused te the 
Resident at Tunis, 

Fars under the impression that two men woro sought for, but my French 
colleague tells me that only one, and that the gardener, was wanted” 

Both the Governor-General here and the French Consul-General seom to have 
done.all that could be done, and the matter was kept a profound secret. “My French 
colleague had even paid to a local lawyer here the sam of 200 fr te fellow ‘up the ease 
before the Tribunals here. I had myself also retained a person to watoh therece, 

Believe me, &e, 
(Signed) THOS, 8. JAGO. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 75, 


-M. Millet to Consul-General Haggard. 


M. le Consul-Général, 
NOUS avons des raisons de croire 
réfugiés en Tripolitaine. Notre Consul 
faire poursuivre devant los Teibunaux du 
66 chargé de suivre cette alfa 
Test nécossaire, & cot possession d'une procuration des ayante 
droit de | ‘sg Prooédure usitées dans le pays exigent 


Agréez, ho, 
(Signé) RENE MILLE 


No.7 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Consul-General Haggard, 


(No. 16. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 20, 1806, 

I HAVE had under my consideration your despatclon Marta vont 80, Confidential, 
cours ai ultimo, in regard to the murder of Dr. Leach and his fail, aed the 
sourse which the French Resident at Tunis proposes to take with a view of bringing to 


ajesty’s Government, w 
inderers to trial, and t it may 
‘The crim mero private wrong, 
the interests of the peace and 
te to punish, 
e that, before they take 
should receive n formal application from Her Majesty's 
Tons iit, the natural guardian of the infant child within his Cosel 
Gistrich" authorizing them to do #o, I have to observe that, although unter (oon 
Peculiar and tragical circumstances of the preseut case Her Stajesty's ‘Conule 
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General would undoubtedly consider himself to be the proper person to protect the 
interests of the orphan until its natural guardians ean be communicated with and their 
wishes ascertained, “the natural guardian of the child,” so far as English law is 
concerned, will be’its nearest relative, failing whom, the duty will devolve upon some 
person appointed by the Court, or on the Court itself. 

It is naturally, however, a matter of solicitude to Her Majesty's Government that 
when two British ‘subjects have been brutally murdered in a foreign country their 
murderers should be brought to justice; and you are therefore at liberty to sign the 
requisite request to that effect as Her Majesty's Representative, though you will be 
eareful to point out to the French Resident-General that you are precluded from doing 


Lam, &, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





Consul-General Hoggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Ieceived November 23.) 


No. 83, Confidential.) 

Tunis, November 14, 1896, 

ship's despat wt did me the honour’ of 

approving the representations which I made to the ‘Tunisian Government on the subject of 

the report which had been published and repeated by the scmi-official “ Dépéche ” as to 

the British fleet having been e in the manquvre of practising the blockade of the 
port of Bizerta, 

In the course of those representations J pointed out that the authority of the semi- 
offical character attributed to that paper would cause in France the belief of the tale, 
ridiculous in itself, an assertion which was immediately justified by the appearance 
French press of numerous articles violently attacking Bagland for her supposed action. 

‘This is now still further confirmed! by the inclosed cutting from the same semi-oficial 

after some months’ silence returns to the charge, notwithstanding the fact 
dy twice had to deny the accuracy 
ieee of information is considered so valu 
Knowledge of its untruth, puts it in the largest type in the most prominent post 
paper, It is true that it is inserted as a quotation, but no attention is called to the fact 
that the statement is untiue—a somewhat strange omission, 

i Lordship will probably be of opinion that, sare perhaps incidentally, there is no 
good object to be gained by a renewal of my representations on the subject, and I only 
Fopott the elroumetanice In order to show the ‘animus againet England which will stick 
at nothing to give itself expression, and will, ia order to do. so, even cause a semi-official 
paper to stultify itself over and over again. M. Estancelin’s assertions as to the conse- 
‘quences of our supposed action would also appear to tend to show that such statements 
may possibly bo not wholly without political obj 


Estract from “La Dépéche Tunisienne” of October 25, 1896. 


M, ESTANCELIN, ex-Député, public dans le “ Guulois un article dont voici les 
passages les plus intéressants :— 

“On se souvient que, peo de jours apres le départ de I'Amiral Gervais, la flotte 
Anglaise vint faire, en face de Ventrés du port de Bizerte, une manceuvre de guerre ayant 
pour objet le blocus simulé de ce port par une flotte eanemie, 

“Celte iwpertinence Britannique pouvait se traduire ainsi: Vous pouvez envoyer 
votre flotte A Bizerte, mais, si elle peut entrer, nous sommes 1a pour Pempécher de 
sortir, 

“Si Je Gouvernement Francais n'a rien dit du procédé, il n'en a sine compris 
Fimportance. Il en a té de méme a Saint-Pétersbourg, et je sais de Ia meilleure source 
jue cette démonstiation Anglaise a eu le résultat de donner plus de suite aux pourparlers 
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dgja engagés catre Paris ot Ssint-Pétersbourg en vue d'établir un port d'hivernage pour ta 
flotte Russe dans la Méiiterranée: Bizertc aurat été chols. 
 Bizerte réunit admirablement toutes les conditions désirables. 

“ Sur les terrains disposés pour recevoir les constructions des nouveaux quartiers, il 
‘st facile d’élever des magasins et d'établir des dépéts de charbon pour la flotte entidre ; 
puis, cn pénétrant dans la rade intérieure, soit, au sud, prés de Menzel-Djemel, soit, au 
‘bord, le long'de la route de Mateur, on peut choisir, A volonté, des emplacements pour les 
ales de radoub ainsi que pour tous autres établissements tels que forges, chanticrs, fc. 

'ai lieu de eroire que les environs de Menzel-Djemel ou de Menzel-Abderrahman 
seraient préférés wu cbté nord ct a In route de Mateur. 

“La question, du reste, est encore & 'étude, mais il est certain que Ia présence de ta 
flotte Russe  Bizerte compléters, d'une maniére éclatante, la démonstration navale 
Franco-Russe, qui serait une réponse indireete & la promenade de l'escadre Anglais 
notre nouveau domaine maritime, et que le jour ob, & cdté du pa i 
Te pavillon Russe, cette térielle, pacifique aujourd’b 
ct daus tout I'Orient, des effets dont chacun doit comprend 





No. 78. 
Consul-General Haggard to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received December 21.) 


(No. 90. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tunis, December 8, 1896, 

T HAVE the honour to inclose a Table taken from the “ Journal Ofliciel” which, 
as the heading of tho Statement explains, professes to be a Statement of the trade 
between Tunis and ‘Tripoli during the year ended September 1896. 

‘The British Vico-Consul at Susa assures me that this Statement is purely imaginary 
He is, perhaps, the largest merchant in the south of the Regency, and, apart from the 

ers of observation which his widely extended business relations give him, it would 

ly have been possible for such a trade to exist without part of it passing through 
is hands. He, moreover, resides a good deal, and has a large business, at Gabes, 
which is supposed to bo the centre of this i y trade, and he says that it is quite 
impossible that it could pass unobserved } 

The frontier trade, which Mr. Galea says docs exist vory largely, is the 
import Agiers of French sugar, smuggled over the frontior with the connivance 
of the Tu ‘authorities. I 

authorities try to 

into Algeria from France, 

in this trade till latoly to 
ho hind at Je 


i the smuggling. 
in those ‘Tables, in wh 
indeed, sugar figures for only a small 
Even with the explans head that the object of their publication 
is to show that, in consequence of the peace and security assured by the authority and 
good government of the frontier, the ancient trade route with the Soudan is being 
restored, itis difficult to see the that is to be gained by the official and author! 
tative publication of what Mr. Galea declares to bo pure fabrication, as complete as 
it is elaborate, save that of throwing dust in the eyes of possible hostile Frenely eri 
of the administration of Tunis. 
As a matter of fact, the region supposed to be traversed by those caravans 
this moment in so disturbed a condition that it would appear that the 
authorities here, at all events for the present, shrink from the difficulties and 
hich even the crection of the fort which they had every intention of, building 
spot where the Marquis de Monts was killed might ental, and, notwithstanding all 
threats and rapourings, they seem to dread doing austhing which might provoke 
the Touaregs to further acts of violence, and, judging that prudence is the better part 
of valour, to wish to conciliate his murderers rather than to avenge his murder. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) W. H, D. HAGGARD, 
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Inclosure in No. 78. 













Extract from the “ Journal Offciel of Tunis, 









Retevé pu Movvienr pes CARAVANES Daxs LE SuD DE La Réouxer. 











Importation et Exportation, 








LE mouvement commercial des carnyanes dans le sud de la Régence ne date que 
de quelques années seulement 


Avant notre arrivée en ‘Tunisie et méme apris létablissement du Protectorat 
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{usqu’en 1890, Ia frontitre sud de la Tunisie, du e6té de la Tripolitaine et du ebté du 
Sahara, présentait une insécurité complite par suite de l'état de guerre régnant entre 
nos tribus Tunisiennes les Ouerghamma d'une part, et, diautre part, les tribus 
‘Tripolitaines et les tribus Sahariennes. 
Le commerce entre In Tunisie ot In Tripolitaine 
Ue commerce avec le Sahara ct les marchés de Rhat et de Radamés était’ nul ou 
pistdt empruntait Ia voie détournée de Tripoli. 11 nen est plus de méme aujount’hui, 
in paix ayant ét6 rétablic dans ces dernidres années dans Ia région frontidre et Vautorite 
«lu Gouvernement da Protectorat sy faisant énergiquement sentir. 
En 1892 les premiéres caravanes franchirent In frontiére de deux parts, timide- 
‘ment, avec quelques chameaux et quelques centaines de francs de marchandises. 
“Avjourd'huh co commerce augmente, tebe rapidement, ainsi que l'indiquent les 
‘Tableanx ci-aprts, pour qu’ y ait intérét & appeler sur son’ développement Vattention 
publique, 
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Rexevé du Mouvement des Caravanes dans le Sud de In 
# Trimestre de 1895, 





Inorrarioxs. 
















Rexevé du Mouvement des Caravanes dans le Sud de In Régence pendant le mois de 
Septembre 1896. 
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ConsuleGeneral Haggard to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 21.) 


(No. 91. Confidential.) 


Tunis, December 8, 1896, 

HOUGH, owing to the fortunate flotion of Tunis boing still ruled by the 

ind the consequent maintenance of the revenue, which is, $0 far, to a great 

extent secured by our Trealy with His Highness, the Regency lis as yot not proved a 

drain on the French Treasury, save o the extent of the expenses as Tunis 

is thereby spared all military expenses, and is able to devote all its resources to those 

of internal government, the success which is claimed for tho Administration by the 
equalization of the yearly Budget is moro apparcnt than real, 

however, has so far enabled the authorities to indulgo in the practices 

familiar to observers of French colonial administration without coming tpon the 

mother country. 

But, apart from what will happen if the present system be changed, it seems 
possible that, even under that actually existing, the expenses nay end in overlapping 
the revenue 

As I had the honour of reporting to your Lordship in my despatch No. 
of the 7th January last, M. Merion, a Deputy, sent by ‘the French Governme 
specially to report on the condition of sserted in his official statement that one 
third of the total French Colony—men, women, and children—were “ fonctionnaire 
As the number of colonists does not increase, while that of “ fonctionnairce 
does, this proportion is constantly growing larger. For instance, whereas up till 
lately the octroi of Susa and of the large villages or small towns lying between that 
town and Cape Bon—some ten in number—have been gathered by some forty cole 
Jectors, working under the old Arab system of farming the taxes, the British View. 
Consul at Susa informs me that from the Ist January this system is to be abol shed, 
and their place is to be taken by 300 French collectors. It is impossible to cot 
that, even allowing that these officials are more honest than {is usually. the 
‘amongst French colonial « fonctionnaires,” the appointment of this swarn, of wacles, 
fax-collectors will result in anything but a dead loss to the Government. It is truc 
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that these men will be miserably paid, but, even at 501. each, their salaries will amount 
to 18,0001. a-year, and, moreover, if they do not cheat the Government, they will make 
that up as well as they can by exactions on the natives, 

y servant tells me that whenever he buys anything in the market here he is 
Positively mobbed by these collectors, who gather in a crowd round each buyer. 

‘The samo system is followed in every Department, with the result that public 

ess is ineficiently performed. ‘The Post Office, for instance, is most irregularly 
conducted ; for short distances from Tunis I find it quicker to send a messenger than 
a telogram, even though I pay “ expres.’ 

Such appointments are at one and the same time a sop to hostile crities, and a 
support to the oxisting Administration, as their promotion depends on their sub- 
servience to the Residency, and, to secure this support more completely, and to turn it, 
moreover, to effect, the Resident-General has lately, by the appointment of a third 
“Collage,” composed of theso “petits fonctionnaires,” got a packed majority in the 
“Conférence Consultative,” the only semblance of cheek, which had hitherto existed 
‘on the exercise of his absolute authority. 

rom whatever point of view such a system is looked at, itis difficult to conceive 
anything worse or more likely to prove detrimental to the real interests of sound 
administration. ‘This is becoming daily more apparent, ‘There are not sufficient 
funds to provide a proper police force. This poverty was actually proferred as an 
excuse at the timo of the Leach outrage, and since that tragedy constant assassinations 
and robberies with violence have been committed, generally with impunity, especially 
on the high roads near the Inrge towns, more particularly in the Belgbbourhood of 
"Puni 

fam assured by old inhabitants that before the French oceupation such offences 
were almost unknown. They have certainly much increased since my stay here, and 
nothing whatever seems to be doi with. the result that people are 
becoming fearful of driving Tunis, which is itself in many parts not safe after 
dark, as robberies and assassinations in the open street by revolver, Knife, or razor are 

onstant, I might almost say of nightly, occurrence. 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) W. HL. D. HAGGARD. 





No. 80. 
Admiralty to Foreign Offce.— (Received December 23.) 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, December 21, 1896. 
WITH reference to your letter of the Sth December forwarding copy of a'despatch 
from Her Majesty's Consul-General at ‘Tunis respecting the report which has been 
ublished in the * Dépéche” that the British fleet had been engaged in practising the 
lockade of the port of Bizerta, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to transmit, for the perusal of the Marquess of Salisbury, copy of the remarks 
of Admiral Sir Michael Culme-Seymour, in which he states that the report is entirely 
untrue and has no foundation in fact, 
Tam, &o. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnclosure in No. 50. 


Memorandum by Admiral Sir M. Culme-Seymour. 


‘THE statement in “La Dépéche Tunisienne” is entirely untrue and has no foundation 
in fact. 1 left Malta on the 8th July last with the floet for Gibraltar (in the usual 
order, cruisers looking out ahead and on each bow) and took the direct route, which of 
necessity passes near Bizerta, but I don't think I was ever within 10 or 12 miles of it. 


On the Sth at 415 rar. the nearest ship to Bizerta being about 20 miles from it, T 
stopped and each ship hoisted out boats and firing Whitcheads, at a target towed 
past by a steam-boat. At 7 raat proceeded. Ou the 10th at 1020 a.a., being then 

Ries tr rts Topped ved coetiad Setog pee guns at a target, AU Ira. 
roceeded. 

Prosithe direct course from Malta to Gibraltar was not deviated from, except that I kopt 
farther off the African coast than was necessary. A speed of 10 knots was maintained, 

i ver entered into my mind in any’ way. 
tnd Bieri never entered into my mind in TM CULME-SEYMOUR, 





